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PEEPACB. 



The following prayers were written by the Author for 
the nse of his own family, under circumstances that 
left him no choice as to the mode of conducting its 
devotions. They are now presented to the public in 
the hope that they may be useful to a numerous class 
of persons : who, though impressed with the obligation 
of family religion, are indisposed, from various causes, 
to employ language of their own in their social ap- 
proaches to the Divine throne. 

Being written with an immediate view to use, these 
prayers, it is hoped, will be found to partake little of 
the formal character of compositions. The Author's 
aim has been to express devotional sentiment in simple 
and scriptural language : he has laboured to avoid the 
error to which there are too many temptations, of 
allowing prayer to run into didactic meditation and 
discourse ; and he has endeavoured, as far as was con- 
sistent with a due regard to brevity and variety, to 
include, in the daily devotional exercises of the family, 
whatever may be considered as most appropriate to 
personal and social prayer. 

Although the volume is intended as a help to those 
who prefer the use of forms in family devotion, the 



Aatbor cannot but embrace the opportonity which the 
pnblicatioD of it afibrds, of saying something witli a 
view to recommend the opposite practice. He is aware 
that the self-possession and ready command of tliought 
and language which are requisite to render prayer, 
without a form, easy and ediiying, are not enjoyed by 
all Christians in an eqnal degree. He would not, 
therefore, be supposed to urge upon all a practice 
which, some may be aware from experience, they can- 
not undertake with satisfaction and advantage. The 
whole he would entreat of Christians in general, is to 
make the attempt, and not to be deterred from some 
considerable perseverance in it, by difficulties at the 
ontsct. Few things are easy at first ; and however 
constrained and embarrassed the bead of a family may 
be, in his early attempts to express devotional feeling 
in the presence of his household, he may be assured 
that his greatest difficulties are encountered in the first 
stages of the espcriment. As in other matters, so also 
here, proficiency can be expected only as the result of 
frequent essays and patient endeavours. 

At no time, perhaps, is it proper to engage in a pro- 
tracted act of social prayer, without some degree of 
self-recollection and premeditation. The beginner, 
therefore, will avail himself of the help of previous 
consideration, greater or less as be feels the necessity 
for it, of the topics on which be is to enlarge. As the 
reading of the Scriptures is usually conjoined witii 
prayer, the passage of Scripture which is to form the 
morning or evening lesson in the family, will fiimish 
him with beads of illustration, by the judicious use of 
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which, and of Scripture language and allusion in gene- 
ral, he will be enabled to give an agreeable variety to 
the character of the service, and be spared the neces- 
sity either of repeating the same petitions day after 
day, or of drawing upon his invention for new forms of 
expression and original trains of devotional sentiment. 
Other helps there are, of a less intellectual but of a 
still more availing character. Prayer in the family 
differs but by the trifling circumstance of publicity, 
from prayer in the closet ; it is the same Great Being 
that is addressed ; the same sins that are deplored ; 
the same wants that are expressed ; the same mercy 
and grace that are sought. Let the master of a family, 
then, in calling his household together, solemnize his 
mind, by reflecting on the seriousness of the exercise 
in which he and they are to engage. Let him think 
of the Presence he is to invoke ; let him meditate on 
the guardian energy, which, in his own and in his 
family's behalf, he is to solicit : let him humble him- 
self in the dust, by reflecting on his littleness, his de- 
pendence, his depravity. Li the thought of God, of 
the Saviour, of the soul, of salvation, and of eternity, 
with its boundless immensity of interests and of dura- 
tion, let him lose sight of the trivial causes of ordinary 
distraction and embarrassment. By these means, and, 
above all, by humble entreaty for * the spirit of grace 
and of supplications,' whose aid he has reason to know 
is as real, as a confiding belief in it is consolatory, he 
may reckon on attaining a state in which he can 
scarcely fail to approach the Divine throne, and ex- 
press his own and his family's thanksgivings, con 
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fessions, and petitions, in an appropriate and edifying 
manner. 

If it be asked, why ni^ prayer witliont a form, 
when, by having recourse to fonns, the principal objeo- 
tion, in some minds, to the exercise will be removed, 
the Author has only to say, that he cannot bring him- 
self to think that a man is entitled to call in help to 
assist him in a duty which a little pains will enable 
him to discharge for himself; and, if a farther reply 
be required, he has only to add, that of the two ways 
of performing the duty of family worship, the question, 
which is to be preferred, will scarcely be entertained 
but by those who have not made a fair trial of both. 

It is possible this volume may fall into the hands 
of some who have not previously thought of the duty 
of family worship. To such persons he would say a 
very few words. If religion be a sabject to be intro- 
duced at all into domestic intercourse, he does not see 
how the consequence can bo avoided, tliat its intro- 
duction should be attended by the solemnities and 
sanctions of regular acts of devotion. Indeed, on the 
supposition stated, he docs not see bow these acts of 
devotion will not follow as a matter of course — as a 
natural expression of the feelings which a sense of 
religion, and any degree of serious converse on it, will 
spontaneously produce. A parent, who wbhes well to 
his offspring, cannot but lead the conversation, from 
time to time, in the track of religion : he cannot but 
be impressed with the propriety of making relij^on a 
part of the education of his children ; he cannot but 
feel that the best service he can render them is to 
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make them wise towards God, and for etemify. Thus 
impressed he must do Tiolence, as well to the best 
affections of his natnre, as to the convictions of con- 
science, and a prudential regard to the best means of 
accomplishing his object, if he stop short at instruc- 
tion, and fail to commend the young under his charge, 
to the care and mercy of Him who alone can bless 
them effectually and eternally. 

In the same way he must feel, with regard to the 
other members of his household. His servants and 
dependents look up to him, in some measure, for the 
formation of their character, and the preservation of 
their principles ; and to keep religion out of view in 
his intercourse with them, is to turn them over, so far 
as lies with him, to influences directly hostile to their 
best interests. In their case, indeed, the argument 
for family worship acquires a strength which it does 
not possess in the instance of those, whose nearer 
relation brings them into closer and more familiar 
contact with the head of the family ; since, if not 
summoned to take part in some specific and daily act 
of religious observance, they have no other oppor- 
tunity, so far as their place in the family is concerned, 
of hearing anything on the subject of religion. 

The truth is, no one possessed of real religious 
principle will, after giving the subject the least con- 
sideration, be disposed long to hesitate, as to the course 
that ought to be pursued in relation to religious ob- 
servances in the family. As the first impulse of the 
renewed mind in regard to itself, is to * arise and go 
to its Father,' the first wish of tlie same mind in rela- 
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tion to others, must be to cany them along with it ; 
that, where it has found relief and satisfaction, thej 
maj find the same blessings also. Religion in the 
family is only the fruit and the index of religion in the 
closet and religion in the heart ; and, he who knows 
what it is in his own person to enjoy the favour and 
grace of God, will feel that it is as much his privilege 
as his duty, to engage in exercises which directly tend 
to bring his children and dependents within the sphere 
of all he most wishes for them, in time and through 
eternity. 



ADVEBHSEMENT TO THE FOURTEENTH EDITION. 

In this Edition several important alterations have 
been made. An additional two weeks' coarse (the 
seventh and eighth), taken firom another work by the 
Author, has been introduced ; considerable additions 
have been made to the number of the . Occasional 
Prayers ; while the whole work has been carefully re- 
vised, and endeavours have been made to adapt the 
length of each prayer to the ordinary requirements of 
Family Worship. A few short Introductory Prayers, 
and some paragraphs for Special Occasions, which 
may be used, when required, along with the regular 
Morning or Evening Services, have also been intro- 
duced. In going through the volume, the reader will 
easily be able to mark {prayers suited to occasions of 
Thanksgiving, Seasons of Affliction, Sickness, etc., 
in addition to those to which distinctive titles are 
prefixed. 

Edi^^urgh, October 1860. 
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FAMILY PRAYERS. 



IPntjcrs 



To be used at the commencement of Family Worship, before 
engaging in Praise or reading a portion of Scripture. 



I. 



Lord, our Father Which art in Heaven, we 
vroald draw near to Thee as children to a father. 
We know not the things which we should ask, but 
Thou knowest. Supply all our need, not according 
to our asking, but according to Thy riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus, for Whom we bless Thee. Amen. 



IL 

O Lord, with Whom is the preparation of the 
heart and the answer of the tongue, prepare us now 
for waiting upon Thee in the exercises of Thy worship. 
Collect our scattered thoughts, control our wayward 
imagination, elevate oar conceptions and enlarge our 
hearts, and help us to present an offering in right- 






OPENING PRAYERS. 



eoosness, while we call upon Thy namc^ tlirough 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



ni. 



O Lord, Thou hast given us exceeding great 
and precious promises, help us now to plead them in 
Thy presence and to believe that we shall have the 
petitions which we ask through the worthiness of 
Jesus Christ, in Whom all Thy promises are Yea and 
Amen. 



IV. 



O Lord, Thou searchest the heart and triest the 
reins of the children of men. Prepare our hearts for 
waiting upon Thy glorious Majesty, with minds free 
and disengaged from worldly thoughts, slavish fears, 
and whatever might intercept the ascent of our souls 
to the throne of Thy glory. May we now worship 
in Thy presence, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



V. 



O Lord, without faith it is impossible to please 
Thee; we would believe that Thou art, and art the 
rewarder of all them that diligently seek Thee ; and 
with true hearts and in full assurance of faith, we 
would now present our supplications and services, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



OPENING PRAYEBS. 



VI. 



O Lord, Who hast given us Thy Word to be a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path ; remove the 
natural darkness of our minds^ that in Thy light we 
may see light clearly, and beholding Thy glory in 
the face of Jesus Christ, we may have access with 
confidence into Thy presence, while we now attempt 
to worship Thee. Amen. 



ra. 



O Lord, our Heavenly Father, Who givest good 
gifts to them that ask Thee, implant Thy fear in our 
hearts, and shed abroad Thy love, that with col- 
lected thoughts and quickened desires, we may now 
worship Thee in the beauty of holiness, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



VIII. 

O Lord, Who hast given us Thy Word, and pro- 
mised us Thy Spirit, fulfil in us Thy gracious pro- 
mise, that we who, without Thee, can do nothing, 
may, by Thy grace at this time, offer unto Thee a 
spiritual sacrifice, acceptable in Thy sight, through 
Jesus Clirist our Lord. Amen. 



OPENINO PRATERS. 



IX. 



O Lord, Thou art now sa3ring unto us, * Seek 
ye My face ;' let our hearts reply unto Thee, * Thy 
face, Lord, will we seek.' Hide not Thy face 
from us, but do Thou, Who didst at first command 
light to shine out of darkness, shine into our minds, 
to give us the light of the knowledge of Thy glory in 
the face of Jesus Christ, for Whom we bless Thee. 
Amen. 



X. 



O Lord, Thou art a Spirit, and they that worship 
Thee must worship Thee in spirit and in truth. Pre- 
pare our hearts for waiting upon Thee with the 
preparation which cometh from Thee only. Deliver 
us from the bondage of fear and the guilt of formality, 
and let all we do be acceptable in Thy sight, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



XI. 



Aid us now, blessed God, in our attempts to serve 
Thee. Thou givest power to the faint, and to them 
that have no might Thou increasest strength. Weak 
in ourselves, we look up to Thee for help. Perfect 
that which concemeth us, for Christ's sake. Amen. 



OPENING PRATEBS. 



xn. 

Open our eyes, O God, we beseech Thee, that we 
who by nature are darkness, may become light in the 
Lord. Strengthen our feeble faith, that the things 
which are hidden from us by nature, may be spirit- 
ually revealed to our conviction, sanctification, and 
salvation, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



XIII. 

O Lord, we know nothing, and can do nothing, 
of ourselves ; but our suflSciency is of Thee, and our 
hope is in Thee. Make Thy grace suflScient for us, 
and help us to offer unto Thee the sacrifices of right- 
eousness, while we call upon the name of the Lord, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



XIV. 



O Lord, Who hast taught and commanded us in 
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving to make our requests known unto Thee, gra- 
ciously grant unto us Thy blessing, and the effectual 
help of Thy Holy Spirit, while we read Thy Word 
and approach Thee in prayer, that our services at 
this time may be to Thy glory and our everlasting 
good, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

OUB Fatbee Whicli art in heaven; Hallowed be 
Thy name. Tliy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forj^ive us our debts, as we forgive oar 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation ; but de- 
liver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 



BENEDICTION. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communioD of the Holy Ghost, be with 
as all. Amen, 



SUNDAY MOBNIKG. 



Jfirst WSittk 

SUNDAY MORNING. 

Lord, we come before Thee this day as Thy child- 
ren and servants, to renew the surrender of ourselves 
to Thee, and to acknowledge that we are wholly Thine. 
Fill our minds, we beseech Thee, with a deep and 
reverential sense of Thy greatness, and enable us to 
worship Thee acceptably, with reverence and godly 
fear. 

On this the morning sacred to the resurrection of 
our Lord from the dead, we desire to remember and 
to acknowledge our obligations to redeeming love. 
We give thanks to Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that Thou didst look upon us in mercy, in 
our low and lost estate as sinners. And we bless Him 
Who came in the name of the Lord to save us. We 
give thanks to the eternal Son of the Father, Who did 
not despise nor abhor our misery, but bore our griefs 
and carried our sorrows, and in His love and in His 
pity did redeem us. Eternal thanks be to Him, Who, 
though He was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, 
that we through His poverty might be made rich. 
And Thee also, would we magnify and bless, O Spirit 
of the most high God — holy and eternal — proceeding 
from the Father and the Son. We adore Thee as the 
Spirit of all grace. Who took part in the councils of 
peace, and did rest on the Saviour, replenbhing Him 
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with immeasurable gifts and graces^ whereby, as the 
Mediator of the new covenant. He became infinitely 
qualified for the work of our redemption. We bless 
Thee as the Spirit Who did speak by the prophets, 
and Who, through them, and in these last days thi'ough 
the apostles, did minister unto us the things which 
the angels desire to look into. And now we bless 
Thee, that, as the Spirit of promise. Thou art nigh to 
all the children of God, dwelling in their hearts as 
in a temple, imparting to them a resemblance to 
Thine own perfections, applying to them in all its 
fulness the salvation of the Gospel, separating them 
from this present evil world, and conforming them 
to the purpose of God, in calling them by Jesus 
Christ to His eternal kingdom and glory. 

And, while thus we bless and praise Thee, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, One God, we humbly pray Thee 
to accept the throne of our hearts, and to reign supreme 
over our afiections, onr principles, and our desires. 
Extend over the whole sphere of our inner man the 
sceptre of Thy sovereign grace. Thou art our Father, 
our Benefactor, our Redeemer, our God. We are the 
creatures of Thy power, the charge of Thy providence, 
the subjects of Thy government, the children of Thine 
adoption. Make us also, we pray Thee, Thy willing 
and obedient people. 

For this end, bless to us the sacred services of this 
day. This is the day which the Lord hath made ; let 
us rejoice and be glad in it. Raise our minds above 
the cares and concerns of this present life ; and enable 
us to look, not at the things which are seen, but at the 
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tliingB which are not seen, remembering that the 
things which are seen are temporal, while the things 
that are not seen are eternal. May the endeavours of 
Thy people this day to serve Thee be accompanied 
witli Thy blessing. Especially may Thy Word in 
the hands of Thy ministering servants be quick and 
powerful in the experience of all who hear it Hasten 
the time when the Gospel shall everywhere be pub- 
lished. Let every obstacle to its universal diffusion be 
removed. Let the crooked be made straight, and the 
rough places plain : and let the glory of the Lord 
be revealed, and let all flesh see it together. And all 
that we ask is in the name and for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, to Whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

Blessed, O Lord, is the man whom Thou choosest, 
and causest to approach unto Thee, that he may 
dwell in Thy courts. We thank Thee that we have 
this day been permitted to enjoy this privilege. May 
the services in which we have engaged leave a sancti- 
fying impression behind them ; and may we experi- 
ence, during the course of the coming week, the 
influence of ordinances, which Thou Thyself hast 
appointed, and through which Thou hast promised to 
meet with Thy people, and to do them good. Under 
the trials with which we may be visited, may the con- 
solations of the truths we have been hearing sustain 
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and delight our aoula. When pressed by temptation, 
may we remember the warnings of Thy Word, and 
fear to offend ; when burdened by a sense of infirmity 
and weakness, may we remember the promises of Thy 
grace, and be encouraged to run with patience the 
race that is set before us. 

We beseech Thee, gracious God, to forgive what- 
ever Thy pure eye hath this day seen amiss in our 
attempts to serve Thee. Our own hearts condemn us. 
With shame and sorrow we confess a wandering mind 
in Thy service, an unfixed attention while listening to 
Thy Word, an absence of those pure and elevated 
feelings which ought to characterize our devotions, a 
want of singleness of heart and of godly sincerity in 
our approaches to Thy throne. Mercifully overlook 
and pardon what Thou hast seen offensive in the state 
and posture of our souls this day. Let not sin inter- 
pose its shadow between our souls and Thee ; but 
graciously look upon us in the faceof Thine Anointed; 
and, while Thou forgirest our sins, send Thy Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, to withdraw us from the influ- 
ence of those habits and sinful tendencies, which we 
have this day experienced, and which we now deplore. 

We pray for abundant success to accompany the 
labours of all Tliy servants. Among the young, 
especially, may the power of the Gospel be felt and 
displayed. May the places of Thy people, who are 
called to leave the world, be 6lled by a fresh genera- 
tion of faitlifiil, active, zealous disciples, who, in their 
turn, shall transmit to the generation following the 
praises of the Lord our God. 
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Let not Thy word, in any case, return to Thee 
void. While it teaches the young and the inexperi*- 
enced how to purify their way, may it not knock in 
yain at the heart of the aged, and of those who have 
been long hardened in the ways of sin. May they 
who have longest resisted its authority, and turned a 
deaf ear to its warning voice, be roused from their 
lethargy and impenitence. May no force of habit, no 
strength of passion, no unfavourable influence of cir- 
cumstances, no length of time spent in the service of 
sin, have power to hinder the triumphs of Thy Word 
among all classes and conditions of men. O let it 
come among its enemies with the power of the Spirit 
of God. Let it be felt to be the rod of Thy strength 
which Thou hast sent out of Zion, the sceptre of 
sovereign and invincible majesty, with which Thou art 
to rule in the midst of Thine enemies. 

Thus, O Lord, carry forward Thine own work; 
advance Thine own glory : hasten Thine own king- 
dom : extend the sphere of true religion and the empire 
of the cross; and bring daily the church and the 
world nearer the glorious consummation of all things, 
when the kingdoms of this earth shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign for ever and ever. All that we ask is for Christ's 
sake. And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



PIBST WEEK. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O Thou That hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh 
come. To whom can we go but cuto Thee, Who art 
the source of our life and the length of our days ; Who 
hast all fulness in Thyself, and art the Bountiful 
Giver of every good and perfect f^£t. 

May we at this time he enahled to approach Thee 
aceeptably, relying on Jesos Christ, through Whom 
alone we have access with confidence into Thy pre- 
sence. Iniquities, we confess, prevail against us ; but 
we look op to Thee to take them away. We bless 
Thee, gracious God, that the blood of Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, cleanseth from all sin, and that in Him 
Thou art faithful and just to for^ve us our sins, and 
to cleanso us from all unrighteousness. May the 
blood of Jesus be applied to our consciences, and may 
we be justified freely by Thy grace, througli the re- 
demption tliat is in Christ Jesus. May we no longer 
stand at a distance from Thee as rebels and enemies; 
but, being reconciled by the blood of the cross, may 
we be brought nigh as servants and children, and be 
taught to joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by Whom also we have received the atonement. May 
a sense of Thy goodness effectually destroy the enmity 
of our old nature. May we be deeply humbled on 
account of our sins, which have made a separation 
between Thee and us ; and may the language of our 
souls be, 'What have we to do any more with idols T 
we have lived too long to ourselves; too long in the 



MONDAY MORNING. 13 

«5mce of onr worrt enemy ; henceforward, whether 
we lire, we will live unto the Lord ; whether we die, 
we will die unto the Lord : whether we live or die, we 
will be the Lord's.' 

Thus, O Lord, may the Holy Spirit work upon our 
affections, and bring us into subjection to Thy blessed 
will. May He remove the veil from our minds, by 
which the glories of Thy character, and the kindness 
and grace of God our Saviour, are so imperfectly 
known to us, and still more imperfectly felt by us. 
May He afford us new views, impart to us new sensi- 
bilities, and incline us to new pursuits. Day by day 
may we be sensible of the progressive ascendancy of 
its influence over us, and be gradually removed farther 
from the dominion of this present evil world, enabled 
to contend more successfully with every corrupt pro- 
pensity and passion, strengthened with increasing 
might for the arduous duties of our Christian pro- 
fession, and made more and more meet for receiving 
the end of our faith, even the salvation of our souls. 
For this purpose, be pleased to accompany with Thy 
blessing all the means of grace with which we are 
favoured. We thank Thee for the opportunity we 
yesterday enjoyed of entering Thy house, and uniting 
with our Christian brethren in Thy service. May 
every good impression then made upon our minds 
be deepened, every holy resolution conflrmed, eveiy 
wholesome lesson remembered; and may we be en- 
abled, during the course of this day and of this week, 
to carry much of a Sabbath day's spirit into all the 
ordinary business and intercourse of life. 
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We beseech Thee, O Lord, to bless all in whom we 
are interested. Wherever they are, may they be 
objects of Thy care, subjects of Thy grace, and par- 
takers of Thy bounty. 

May Thy church and people throughout the world 
enjoy Thy favour, and be blessed with increasing 
spiritual prosperity. Let Thy name be hallowed, O 
Lord ; let Thy kingdom come ; and let Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is done in heaven. And all that 
we ask is in the name, and for the sake, of Jesus 
Christ, to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O Thou Who art the Searcher of hearts, enable us 
to draw near to Thee with true hearts, and to worship 
Thee, Who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth. We 
give Thee thanks, O Lord, for our preservation during 
the past day. In all the events of our daily history, 
we would recognise the hand of a gracious God. 
Thine are all our mercies. To Thy liberality we owe 
them all. And we would lament the blindness that 
so often fails to perceive the goodness of our Heavenly 
Father, both in the blessings we are permitted to 
enjoy, and in the vicissitudes and crosses by which we 
are tried. Be pleased to pardon the short-sighted and 
ungrateful returns which we too often make to Thy 
goodness ; and correct our tendency to stop short at 
second causes. In all that happens around us, and 
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especially in all that befalls ourselves, teach us to trace 
Thy wise and gracious Providence. Where, to the 
eye of the world, nothing may appear but accident or 
human contrivance, may we see Thee working all 
things after the counsel of Thy will. And O may a 
settled persuasion of Thy wisdom and goodness recon- 
cile us to the whole tenor of Thy providential govern- 
ment. May it enhance to us the value of every 
blessing, and take the sting from every sorrow. 
Assured that He Who guides us is acquainted with 
our way, may we trust Him where it is darkest, and 
follow Him where it is roughest. May His way 
appear to us a right way ; and whether He correct us 
with His rod, or lead us with His staff, may we alike 
be satisfied that He doth all things well. 

To Thy goodness we commit ourselves during the 
silence and darkness of the night. To. the guidance 
and guardianship of the Shepherd of Israel we com- 
mend ourselves during the future period of our lives. 
Whether our days be many or few, may they be spent 
in Thy fear, in the enjoyment of Thy favour, and in 
the hope of Thy kingdom. O Lord, Thou art wiser 
than we, do Thou lead us. Thou art stronger than 
we, do Thou uphold us. Leave us not, we entreat 
Thee, in any case to ourselves. Our wisdom is but 
ignorance, our decision but presumption, our strength 
but weakness. While Thou art with us, we will fear 
no evil ; if Thou forsake us, we are lost— we perish. 
Guide us by Thy counsel : protect us by Thy power : 
sanctify us by Thy grace. Accomplish in us all the 
purposes of Thy good pleasure. Employ us in advanc- 
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iiig Thy glory, and the happiness of one another, on 
earth ; and when we have done and suffered Thy will, 
receive as at length to Thyself, and satisfy us with 
Thy likeness for ever and ever. 

Nor would we be unmindful in Thy presence of our 
friends, and of all whom we should remember before 
Thee. Hast Thou not a blessing, O Lord, for them 
and for all ? Endue them with Thy Holy Spirit : 
enrich them with Thy heavenly grace. Bestow on 
them all that is really necessary to their present and 
fiiture happiness ; and bring them to Thine everlasting 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ : to Whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be glory for 
ever. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING- 

O Lord, Who art over all, and art rich in mercy unto 
all that call upon Thee, we approach Thy throne this 
morning, through that new and living way which Thou 
Thyself hast consecrated. O may our hearts be en- 
gaged in Thy service. May we not present to Thee 
the offering of the lip, unaccompanied by those affec- 
tions which Thy goodness should excite, and which 
Thou requirest in Thy worshippers. Cleanse Thou 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Thy 
Holy Spirit. May He, from Whom all holy desires, 
all good counsels, and all just works proceed, take up 
His abode within us, and fulfil in us the whole good 
pleasure of Thy goodness. We give Thee thanks. 



TUESDAY MOBNING. 17 

gracious God, for any experience we may hitherto have 
enjoyed of the work of Thy Spirit on our hearts. We 
thank Thee for any dbposition we may feel for Thy 
service ; for any attachment of which we may be con- 
scious to the Gospel of Christ ; for any ability to dis- 
charge the duties of our respective situations in life as 
Christians and as members of society, of which we may 
have given evidence ; and for any improvement we 
may have derived from the afflictions and changes with 
which we may have been tried. We acknowledge that 
this is not of ourselves. We trace it, and all the good 
that may be in us, to Thyself. In ourselves, we are 
altogether as an unclean thing ; and from us, if left to 
ourselves, we own with humility and contrition, nothing 
can proceed but evil continually. Thine, O Lord, is 
all our holiness, all the strength and stability of our 
Christian character. We owe it all to Thee ; we bless 
Thee for it ; and in revievring and considering it, we 
would now unite in beseeching Thee to strengthen that 
which is weak, to animate that which may be ready to 
die, to correct whatever may be wrong, and to supply 
whatever may be deficient. 

Never, O Lord, let us be betrayed into self-confi- 
dence. Amidst our attainments and our progress, let 
us never forget the rock from whence we are hewn, 
and the gracious and all-powerful Hand that hath 
made and fashioned us. Never let us forget that the 
power by which we have hitherto been upheld is that 
by which we must still be preserved ; that the source 
fix)m which we have hitherto received is that from 
which we must still continue to draw ; that the arm 
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which alone can sustain us is that of OmnipotencOi and 
the hand which alone can guide us is that of Divine 
and infinite wisdom. And while thus in ourselves we 
feel weak, in Thee may we ever feel strong. Relying 
on the faithfulness of Thy promises, and the all-suffi- 
ciency of Thy grace, may we feel as if our feet were 
on a rock ; and though, if left to ourselves, the number 
of our enemies might dismay, and the difficulty of our 
circumstances perplex, and the consciousness of our own 
infirmity oppress us ; yet, trusting in Thee, may we rise 
above every fear, and ofier unto Thee daily sacrifices 
of joy, singing, yea, singing praises unto Thy name. 

Nor would we be unmindful in Thy presence of the 
necessities of others. To Thy mercy we commend our 
brethren of mankind. Look in compassion on the sick 
and the afflicted ; supply the wants of the poor : hear 
the cry of the oppressed, have pity on the captive 
and the prisoner : and visit with the reviving con- 
solations of Thy grace all such as are appointed to 
death. To Thy guidance and care we this day com- 
mend ourselves and all who are dear to us. 

We ask every mercy in the name, and for the sake, 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. And to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, One God, be all honour 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, Thou art God, 
even Thou alone ; Thou hast made heaven and earth. 
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Incline Thine ear, we beseech Thee, and hear : open 
Thine eyes, O Lord, and see ; and graciously grant, 
that thongh in ourselves we are unworthy of Thy 
regard, in Jesus Christ we may be accepted, and 
answered, and blessed. For His sake, mercifully for- 
give all the sins we have this day committed. Make 
us sorry for our shortcomings and provocations. Teach 
us to profit by the additional experience which every 
day affords of the deceitfulness of our own hearts, and 
of the temptations to which we are exposed ; and help 
us in time to come to be more on our guard against 
the sins that do so easily beset us, and to exercise a 
firmer dependence on Him through Whom alone Thy 
people have their strength renewed, and are made 
more than conquerors over all their spiritual enemies. 
We give Thee thanks, gracious God, for the re- 
newed tokens we have this day experienced of Thy 
providential care and goodness. Enlarge our minds 
with sentiments and feelings corresponding to the 
benefits we have received. In the enjoyment of tem- 
poral mercies, let us not be tempted to forget those 
which are spiritual and eternal. While partaking of 
the bread which perisheth, teach us to hunger and to 
thirst after righteousness. While enjoying the com- 
forts of domestic security, carry our thoughts forward 
to that building of God, that house not made with 
hands, which is eternal in the heavens. While thank- 
ful that we are preserved from danger in onr going 
out and in onr coming in, excite in us a lively solici- 
tude to be kept back from sin. While mingling in 
society, and sharing its enjoyments, help us to re- 
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member that we belong to a nobler, though unseen, 
gociety ; and enable us to walk worthy of our con- 
nection with the general assembly and Church of the 
First-bom, and of the spirits of the just made perfect. 
May all the mercies Thou conferrest upon us, with so 
liberal a hand, day after day, and night after night, 
elevate our hearts to Thyself, and induce us to repose 
in Thee alone, as our only satisfying and abiding 
portion. O may things temporal be so sanctified as 
to become our guides to things eternal; may the 
value we set on tlie one lead us to conclude how 
infinitely more valuable are the other ; and, while 
we thankfully receive and suitably employ the gifts 
of Thy bounty, may the chief desires and longings of 
our souls be reserved for those blessings which are 
suited to the nature, adapted to the necessities, and 
commensurate with the duration of our immortal 
spirits. 

Be with us, we beseech Thee, through this night. 
If it please Thee, grant us sleep to reft*esh our bodies 
and our minds. If awake, may we remember Thee 
upon our beds, and meditate upon Thee in the night- 
watches : may our souls follow hard after Thee, and 
set Thy right hand uphold us. Be bountiful to all 
our friends. Enrich them with Thy grace. Comfort 
them under all their trials : and accommodate the 
supplies of Thy Holy Spirit to their various characters, 
circumstances, ages, and necessities. Look favour- 
ably upon Thy Church and people. Do good, in 
Thy good pleasure, unto Zion : build Thou the walls 
of Jerusalem : restoro Thine ancient people to their 
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former place in Thy favour ; and with them let the 
fulness of the Gentiles be brought in. 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, we beseech Thee ; and 
when Thou hearest, do thou accept and bless us, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Advocate and 
Mediator, to Whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, be glory everlasting. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, in coming into Thy presence this morning, 
may we remember that Thou art a Spirit, and that 
they that worship Thee, must worship Thee in spirit 
and in truth. Help us, we beseech Thee, in ap- 
proaching Thy tlirone, to stand in awe lest we offend 
Thee, by presenting ourselves in Thy presence with 
the appearance merely of humility and devotion. 
Forbid that any of us should forget Who Thou art, or 
hope, by our posture or by our words, to satisfy Thee, 
as if Thou wert a creature like ourselves, capable of 
being imposed on by empty forms and professions. 
Thou, O Lord, desirest truth in the inward part : and 
to Thee do we now come, beseeching Thee to accom- 
plish, in our experience, Thine own promise ; to give us 
a new heart and a right spirit ; to take away our hard 
and stony hearts, and to put within us hearts of flesh; 
to put Thy laws into our mind, and to write them 
in our heart ; to be to us a God, and to make us in 
sincerity, and for ever. Thy people. 
And grant, O Lord, that thus we may be enabled. 
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not only to serve Thee faithfully, but to take plear 
sure in Thy service. May we delight ourselves in 
Thee : may we regard Thee, not only as our Master 
and Sovereign, Whom we ought to obey, but as our 
Father and bountiful Benefactor, Whose goodness we 
can never sufficiently feel, Whose love we can never 
sufficiently return, and for Whom we can never do 
enough. May the native enmity of our hearts be dis- 
placed by a constraining sense of the love of God in 
Christ Jesus ; and, under the power of this new and 
holy principle, may we regard the difficulties in Thy 
service as nothing, treat with indifference the sugges- 
tions of our carnal and sluggish nature, rise superior 
to the temptations of a world which lieth in wicked- 
ness, and not only walk before Thee in a perfect way, 
but, with happy and enlarged hearts, run in the path 
of Thy commandments. 

Thus, O Lord, let us be cast into the mould, and 
let us day by day experience more perfectly the influ- 
ence, of the Gospel of Christ. Sensible that we have 
nothing of our own, and that we deserve nothing from 
Thee but Thy displeasure ; feeling our obligations to 
unmerited and abounding mercy; and experiencing 
daily the peace and hope, the comfort and holy joy, 
which are the fruit of believing, may we grow from 
day to day in the grace of cordial and devoted sub- 
jection to Thy blessed will, and attain a close resem- 
blance to the image of our Lord, Whose meat and 
Whose drink it was to do the will of His Father, and 
to finish His work. 

We thank Thee, gracious God, for sparing us 
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during the past night, and permitting us to see the 
light and enjoy the comforts of this morning. To 
Thy past benefits add, we pray Thee, those which are 
necessary to this day. Give us this day our daily 
bread. Let Thy gracious Providence defend and 
direct us, so that we may run into no danger, neither 
fall into any sin. With ourselves we would be mind- 
ful in Thy presence of our friends and relatives, 
of our brethren of mankind, and especially of the 
household of faith. Let grace, mercy, and peace, 
from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be multiplied abundantly unto them all. And do 
Thou, Who art able to do for them and for us far 
more exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask 
or think, graciously bend Thine ear to the voice of our 
supplications ; and accept of us, and bless us, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. 
Amen. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O LoBD, enable us this evening to come before Thee, 
deeply impressed with a sense of Thy majesty and 
glory. Who is a God like unto Theet Who among 
the gods is like unto Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful 
in praises, doing wonders ? 

We give Thee thanks that Thou hast made Thy- 
self known to us ; and we rejoice that the discovery 
which Thou hast made of Thy character, is calculated 
not only to affect us with the profoundest sense of Thy 
greatness and glory, but to inspire us with filial con- 
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fidence, and to draw out our affections towards Thee^ 
as our reconciled God and Heavenly Father. We 
bless the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who in Him hath been pleased to draw nigh to us in 
mercy, and to proclaim His name to be the Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and 
slow to wrath, abundant in mercy and truth ; keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgi'es- 
sion, and sin. We rejoice that this is Thy name, and 
this Thy memorial throughout all generations. Make 
us sensible, we pray Thee, of the greatness of our 
privilege in thus enjoying the means of knowing Thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou 
hast sent. Kjiowing Who Thou art, and what Thou 
hast done for us, and what Thou art wilHng to become 
to us in Jesus Christ, may our hard and stony hearts 
be softened ; may our perverse and rebellious wills be 
subdued ; may our wayward desires be controlled, and 
our earthly affections spiritualized and elevated ; and 
may the principles of Divine grace, implanted by Thy 
Spirit, produce in us daily more complete conformity 
to Thy will and image, and a greater meetness for the 
enjoyments and services of Thy heavenly kingdom. 

For this purpose we beseech Thee, gracious God, to 
work all Thy work upon us, and all our works within 
us. Accomplish in our behalf Thy gracious promise, 
and send down Thy Holy Spirit to quicken, to en- 
lighten, to sanctify, to invigorate, to direct, to support, 
and to save us. May He come down in all the pleni- 
tude of His gifts and graces ; and though our hearts 
are most unfit for His reception, and altogether uu- 
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worthy to be made His habitation, may He condescend 
to purify them by His mighty power, so that they may 
become temples in which He will not refuse to dwell. 

At the close of this day, we desire to bless Thee for 
all the goodness which Thou hast made to pass before 
us during it, and ever since we came into the world. 
Make us thankful for all Thy mercies. Make us wisely 
observant of the course of Thy daily and ordinary 
Providence; open our eyes to the goodness which 
marks all Thy dispensations ; and teach us to derive 
lessons of wisdom, and inducements to fidelity and 
thankfulness, firom whatever befalls ourselves, and from 
all that is happening in the world around us. 

Be with us, we entreat Thee, during this night. 
Let no danger approach our persons or our dwellings, 
or the persons and dwellings of those who are dear to 
us. Grant us such sleep as shall refiresh our bodies 
and our minds. Preserve us, if it please Thee, to see 
the light of another day. When we awake, may we 
be still with Thee, alive to Thy goodness, and anxious 
to devote ourselves with renewed earnestness and 
sincerity to Thy service. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, and accept of 
us and bless us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNINa 

O Lord, Thou art holy. Thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel. But we are sinful creatures, fallen 



26 FIRST WEEK. 

from the station in which Thy goodness placed us, 
defiled by the abominable thing which Thou hatest, 
and no longer worthy to be called Thy children. Our 
sins, O Lord, are many, and great, and highly aggra- 
vated. In number, they are more than the hairs upon 
our head, or than the sand by the sea*shore. In 
magnitude, they rise even to the very heavens, and 
exceed in the folly, the rashness, the ingratitude they 
display, all our conceptions of their demerit and 
malignity. 

. We lament, O Lord, that the source of all this is 
an evil heart — an evil nature. Not only do we fall 
into the commission of sin, but we carry about with 
us, in our hearts, the principle of sin. And so power- 
ful is this principle, so predominant its tyranny, so 
entire and complete its ascendancy, that nothing short 
of Thine almighty power and sovereign grace can 
effectually subdue it. Sin, O Lord, we acknowledge 
with shame and sorrow of heart, is naturally so much 
our master, that all Thy mercies and all Thy terrors 
are of no avail to soften our hard hearts and reduce 
our rebellious wills, unless Thou Thyself interpose, 
and, by the sovereign exercise of that same mighty 
power which wrought in Christ when Thou didst 
raise Him from the dead, quicken us and raise us up 
together with Him, to walk in newness of life. 

We rejoice, gracious and heavenly Father, that 
this Thou are willing to perform. We rejoice that 
Thou hast no pleasure in the bondage and degrada- 
tion of the souls which Thou hast made — no pleasure 
in beholding the sinner persist in seeking his own 
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ruin — no pleasnre in the spiritaal and everlasting 
death of Thy rational and accountable offspring. 
We rejoice that it is Thy will even our sanctification, 
and that so great is Thy love for the creatures who 
have destroyed themselves, that Thou hast sent Thy 
Son to bless us, by turning every one of us from our 
iniquities. 

O may Thy will be fulfilled in our behalf, and in 
our experience. May each one now before Thee be 
redeemed from the power of sin, reclaimed from the 
dominion of Satan, brought back from the pursuit of 
false and mistaken enjoyment, and taught to place his 
heart and to seek his happiness in God, with Whom 
is the fountain of life. Let sin no longer appear to 
any of us what naturally we may have thought it to 
be. May we see it in its true colours, and feel to- 
wards it as an evil and abominable thing, which the 
Lord hates, and which we can never sufficiently hate. 
May a desire, not only to avoid it, but to be like God, 
be begotten within us. May we learn to look upon 
the remains of sin within us, as marks of our degrada- 
tion ; and may we be fired with a holy ambition, no 
longer to spend any part of our life, or to devote any 
of our powers in a service which has filled us with 
shame, and the wages of which, if persisted in, is death. 

Thus, O Lord, accomplish in us, we beseech Thee, 
the whole good pleasure of Thy goodness. Work in 
us, by Thy Holy Spirit, both to will and to do. May 
Thy Spirit sanctify us wholly, in spirit, in soul, and 
in body. And when Thy purposes with us on earth 
are finished, present each of us perfect, imblameable, 
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and unreproveable in Thy sight, through Jesus Christy 
to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, we ascribe all glory and praise forever. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O LoBD, Who hast brought us in safety to the close 
of this day, we desire again to unite in adoring 
Thy perfections, and in blessing Thy name for all 
Thy goodness. Thou art good, O Lord, and art ever 
doing good. Day by day Thou givest us our daily 
bread ; night after night Thou extendest over us the 
shield of Thy protecting Providence. At all seasons 
and under all circumstances. Thou art our very pre- 
sent help; smoothing our way where it is rough, 
comforting us by Thy presence where it is crooked 
and lonely, opening up for us innumerable sources of 
satisfaction and refreshment as we proceed, and dis- 
covering to us, at the end of our pilgrimage, life and 
immortality, as the gift of God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, for temporal mercies ; but 
chiefly, we bless and praise Thy name for those which 
are spiritual and eternal. Thanks be unto God for 
His unspeakable gift. Thanks be unto God, Who 
hath not spared His own Son for our redemption. 
Thanks be unto God for a love which exceeds the 
measure of all created conceptions; which rose not 
only to the level of our great necessities, but infinitely 
above them ; which brought down Him Who is the 
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brightness of Thy glory, to the humiliation and death 
of the cross ; and which, having induced Thee to bestow 
upon us Thy best gift, now prompts Thee to present 
Him to us freely, and to promise with Him to enrich 
us with the boundless treasures of Thy sovereign muni- 
ficence, — with the graces of Thy Holy Spirit here, and 
the glories of Thy heavenly kingdom hereafter. 

This is not the manner of men, O Lord : And 
sensible how deeply undeserving we are of anything 
like the treatment we have received at Thy hands, we 
would lie prostrate before Thee in astonishment and 
adoration, — ^lost in contemplation of the exceeding 
riches of Thy grace, in Thy kindness toward us by 
Jesus Christ. Though our praises cannot profit Thee, 
we would never cease to present them ; and would 
never cease to beseech Thee by Thy Spirit to add to 
their fervour and to heighten their tone, and for the 
sake of Thy Son our Saviour, benignly to accept of 
them, as our bounden and willing tribute of thanks- 
giving. 

And while thus, O Lord, we praise Thee with our 
lips, help us to remember that the devotion of the heart 
and the obedience of the life are the offerings which 
Thou requirest of us, and without which the language 
of gratitude is but mockery and hypocrisy. Kindle, 
O Thou gracious source of all good, the hallowed flame 
within us. Touch our naturally cold hearts, as with a 
live coal from off Thine altar. Feed the fire fix)m day 
to day, that the feeble spark may not expire. Let the 
flame within consume every unholy feeling and desire ; 
let it melt the adamant of our nature ; let it unseal the 
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fountains of godly sorrow and devout affection, and 
cause all the streams of holy and virtuous resolution to 
flow forth in testimony of our sincerity, and to the 
honour of Thy name. 

May our friends as well as ourselves feel the power 
of Thy grace upon their hearts, and unite with us in 
living to Thy praise. Let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon them. Let His love be seated in their 
hearts, and His law exemplified in their lives ; and let 
all of them at last be found among His disciples and 
His friends, when He cometh in His kingdom. To 
Thy goodness we commit them and ourselves this 
night. And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. And 
to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, One God, 
be glory for ever. Amen. 



FKIDAY MORNING. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, Who art the Father of the 
spirits of all flesh, we tins morning come, adoring 
Thee as the blessed and the only Potentate, worthy to 
receive all blessing and praise from every creature 
whom Thou hast made, both in heaven and in earth. 
We thank Thee for our preser\'ation during the past 
night, and for the comfortable circumstances in which 
we are now permitted to assemble in Thy presence. 
We might have slept the sleep of death ; but Thou 
hast spared us this morning to be monuments of Thy 
goodness. Thou hast watched over us while we were 
unconscious of Thy care ; and now, notwithstanding 
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manifold proTOcations and much nnthankfulness, we 
are among the living to praise Thee — the living to 
bear witness to the fidelity of Thy promises and the 
extent and liberality of Thy goodness. And while 
thus we bless Thee for protecting and sparing us, and 
for all the bounties of Thy Providence, we would espe- 
cially be mindful of what Thou hast done for our souls. 
We thank Thee that Thou hast remembered us in our 
low and lost estate, because Thy mercy endureth for 
ever. We rejoice in the means which Thou hast 
employed for our restoration to Thy favour ; and we 
magnify the riches of Thy grace, which hath not 
merely spared and pardoned us, but induced Thee to 
give Thine only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him might not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Grant, O Lord, that a sense of Thy goodness may 
sink into our hearts ; under its influence may we be 
constrained to present to Thee our bodies and our 
spuits as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable, which is 
our reasonable service. Let not Thy love, we beseech 
Thee, be lost upon any of us. Looking upon Him, 
Who for our sakes humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, may 
we commit ourselves to Him, that we may be con- 
formed to the design of His death, and may experience, 
in all its energy and efficacy, the saving power of His 
endless life. To us believing, may He daily become 
more precious. May our views of the glory of His 
person, and the perfection of His character, the value 
of His sacrifice, the kindness of His love, and the ful- 
ness, the ireeness, the all-sufficiency, and the suitable- 
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ncss of His redemption, daily become more and more 
enlarged ; and in proportion as we discover in Him 
and in His salvation, heights and depths that call for 
our admiration and gratitude, may our experience of 
His power to save even to the uttermost, undergo a 
corresponding increase. 

May we daily know more and more experimentally 
of Him in Whom we have believed, and become daily 
better persuaded that He is able to keep that which 
we liave committed to Him. Nor let our faith prove 
merely a comfort to us. May it be an active, powerful, 
practical principle, leading us at once to abide in Christ 
and to keep all His commandments. While we grow 
in knowledge may we also grow in grace, and be 
neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

To Thy merciful care we commend ourselves this 
day. We are not worthy, O Lord, of all the goodness 
and truth we have experienced during the past period 
of our lives : but look favourably upon us, we beseech 
Thee, O Lord ; and continue to extend to us, and to 
all who are dear to us, and to all, whosoever they are, 
whom we should remember in Thy presence, those 
mercies which our respective circumstances render 
necessary and suitable. And all that we ask is for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, to Whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, One God, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 33 



FEIDAY EVENING. 

O LOBD, thongli Thou art infinitely exalted above 
onr highest conceptions and praises, we bless Thee that 
Thou humblest Thyself to behold both the things that 
are in heaven, and those that are in the earth ; and 
that Thou hast assured us, that wherever two or three 
are met together in Thy name, Thou wilt be present 
with them to bless them and to do them good. 

We come before Thee at this time, trusting in Thy 
gracious Word, on which Thou hast caused us to hope ; 
pleading those precious promises, which in Jesus Christ 
are all Yea and Amen ; entreating Thee to haye mercy 
upon us, notwithstanding the ofiences we have com- 
mitted ; and casting all our care upon Thee, who art 
full of compassion, and who carest for us. 

We give Thee thanks, gracious God, for our preser- 
vation and our comfort during the past day. We 
bless Thee that we have been permitted to go out and 
to come in, in safety ; and that God, Who commanded 
the outgoings of the morning, hath also caused those 
of the evening to rejoice over us. We desire to trace 
all our mercies up to Thee, the gracious source of 
every blessing; and to praise and magnify Thy holy 
name. We pray that a sense of Thy manifold and un- 
merited goodness may produce a deep and a lasting im- 
pression upon our minds ; and that in some proportion 
to our experience of Thy care and kindness, may be 
the ardour of our gratitude, the sincerity of our repent- 
ance, and the diligence and zeal we display in Thy 
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service. God forbid that we should be of those who 
receive the bounties of Thy providence only to abuse 
them ; or who remain cold, and thankless, and un- 
profitable, under a dispensation of constant and varied 
mercy. Knowing the terror of the Lord, but above 
all, melted by His goodness and mercy, may we daily 
endeavour to abound in all the fruits of righteousness, 
which by Jesus Christ are to His praise and glory ; to 
bring forth not only fruit, but much fruit, that He may 
be glorified ; to walk in all respects as the children of 
so many mercies ; and to testify, to the world and to 
our consciences, the constraining sense we entertain of 
what we owe to Him, Whose providence supplies our 
wants, and Whose mercy saves our souls. 

Forgive, we humbly pray Thee, our past unprofit- 
ableness and ill desert. Humble us under a sense of 
our unworthiness. But, while conscious that we are 
nothing, and deserve nothing, let us not yield to despair. 
Direct our views, we beseech Thee, to Him Who taketh 
away the sin of the world, and enable us to rely, with 
humble but undoubting confidence, on the efiBcacy of 
His sacrifice and the perfection of His righteousness, 
for pardon and peace, for acceptance and eternal life. 

In the faith of Him who died for the ungodly, but 
Who now is exalted a Prince and a Saviour at Thy 
right hand, we commend our bodies and our spirits to 
Thy favour and protection this night. Watch over us, 
and over all who are dear to us. And all that we ask 
is in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One Qod, 
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 

Lord, Who art the hope and confidence of all Thy 
people, we bless Thee that we are encouraged to put 
our trust under the shadow of Thy wings ; and to 
look up to Thee as infinitely able and infinitely will- 
ing to do to us, and for us, far more exceeding abun- 
dantly aboTO all that we can ask or think. We bless 
Thee for the rest of the past night, the light of this 
morning, and the many comforts of our condition in 
life. In the enjoyment of Thy gifts, forbid that we 
should lose sight of Thee, the Giver of them all. May 
each of them recall Thee to our grateful remembrance, 
and excite us to ascend from the streams to the 
fountain ; that in Thee we may find that supreme, 
increasing, and permanent satisfaction, which it is not 
intended we should experience in the enjoyment of 
any portion but Thyself. 

And, while this is the effect of Thy temporal mercies, 
grant that we may especially feel our obligations for 
spiritual and heavenly blessings. We rejoice in Him 
Who laid down His life a ransom for many ; and for 
the good hope through Him of a glorious life in the 
world to come. Believing in Him, we would look up 
to Thee for the accomplishment of Thy promises made 
to us in Him. We rejoice that in Christ Jesus all 
Thy promises are Yea and Amen. And, in the midst 
of all the dissatisfactions and sorrows of this present 
life, we would exult in the thought, that the hour is at 
hand, when all that are in their graves shall hear the 
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voice of the Son of God ; and when they that are His 
shall be acknowledged bj Him at His coming, and 
shall be admitted by Him, to be with Him where He 
is, to behold His glory, and to share in His love for 
ever. 

Grant, O Lord, that these convictions and these 
prospects may support and animate us, while it is Thy 
will to continue us in this world. Under a persuasion 
that here we have no continuing city, may we cherish 
the spirit, and cultivate the habits, and exhibit the 
deportment, of pilgrims and strangers upon earth. 
While thankful for the least of Thy mercies, may the 
thought of the greater mercies we have in prospect, 
keep our hearts from fixing on anything under the sun. 
And while we are alive to the aflSictions and sorrows 
with which it may please Thee to try us, may we be 
so habitually under the influence of the hope of the 
glory of God, as to reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed. 

Forgive, we humbly beseech Thee, the slow progress 
we have hitherto made, in preparation for the happi- 
ness of Thy kingdom. Excite us to greater diligence 
in time to come. While in the world, may we feel 
and act as not of it ; and may neither the pleasures 
nor the business, the anxieties nor the enjoyments, of 
our situation in life, have power to shut out an eternal 
world from our minds, or to induce us to remit our 
diligence to be found of Thee at last in peace. 

To Thy providence and grace we commend all our 
fiiends, and all whom we ought to remember beforo 
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Thee. Let grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 
Father, the Sod, and the Holy Ghost, be multiplied 
abundantly unto them all. And do Thou hear, and 
accept, and bless us, for Christ's sake, to Whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be glory 
for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O Thou, by Whom our souls are held in life from 
week to week, and from day to day, we approach Thy 
throne this evening with the voice of thanksgiving 
and praise. By Thy good hand upon us, we have 
been protected from danger during the past week; 
and it is because Thy mercy endureth for ever, that 
we are not numbered among the many who, like our- 
selves, saw the beginning of the week, or even of this 
day, but who are now insensible to all that is doing 
under the sun. 

Help us, O Lord, to remember that the day of life 
is fast hastening to its close. May the thought that 
as we are older than we were at the commencement 
of this week, so also we are nearer to an eternal world, 
deeply impress our minds. And as we find days and 
weeks glide silently past, may we be led anxiously to 
consider what improvement we have made of time 
which is now lost to us for ever. O let us not indulge 
in the illusion that puts eternity farther from us, the 
nearer we approach it ; and that induces us to delay 
preparation for it, till the period when wisdom teUs us 



38 FIRST WEEK. 

preparation may be impossible. Whatever we see to 
be our wisdom and our duty, may we be solicitous to 
do, while the opportunity remains to us. O may that 
activity and sc^dtude we are accustomed to display 
in regard to the concerns of this life, be displayed by 
us in regard to the supremely important concerns of 
the life to come. Let not souls which are capable of 
endless happiness or misery, be the only objects which 
excite no interest, and for which we make no exertion. 
But may Thy grace prevail over the insensibility and 
indifference we are but too prone to show to concerns 
which do not immediately affect our present well-being. 
Guided by Thy Spirit, may we realize the hour when 
we shall be withdrawn from all the objects that at 
present engross us ; and with happy forethought, may 
we resolve and act as if our dying hour were come^ 
and we were about to appear before God in judgment. 
To Thy mercy and grace we this evening commend 
all the members of this family. May each take an 
affectionate interest in the spiritual prosperity and 
advancement of the rest; and may we all, in our 
respective places, and according to our respective 
opportunities, strive together for the faith and hope 
of the Gospel. Dwell in the land in which we dwelL 
Give Thy judgment to the Queen, and Thy counsel 
to her counsellors. May they who rule, rule in Thy 
fear; and may they who are subject to authority 
lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness and 
honesty. Supply the wants of the poor, and enrich 
them with a contented mind. Oi)en the hearts and the 
hands of {hose whom Thou hast blessed with abun- 
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dance; let their stores be for others as well as for 
themselves. Bmd society together by the ties of 
mutual good will and kind offices. Let judgment 
dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in 
the fruitful field. Let the work of righteousness be 
peace, and the effect of righteousnesS| quietness and 
assurance for ever. 

O Lord, we lament the effects of sin upon the face 
of society. But we rejoice that there is a time fixed 
when these calamities shall cease. Arise, O God, 
and plead Thme own cause. Let God arise, and let 
His enemies be scattered: let them also that hate 
Hun flee before Him. 

Now, O Lord, what wait we for T Our hope is in 
Thee : our prayers are before Thee. Take us under 
Thy merciful protection during this night. Prepare 
us for the services of Thy day and of Thy house. 
Satisfy us early with Thy mercy, that our souls may 
rejoice and be glad in Thee. And all that we ask is 
for Christ's sake, to Whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, be honour and glory, world 
without end* Amen, 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

On the morning of this day, O Lord, we come before 
Thee under a deep sense of Thy manifold goodness. 
We thank Thee for the privileges of this day, for the 
hallowed rest it affords us fiom worldly employments, 
and for the renewed opportunities it bestows upon us, 
of uniting with our Christian brethren in Thy worship 
and service. We bless Thee, gracious God, for the 
Sabbath day — ^for all that it commemorates, and for 
all that it prefigures. We rejoice that on this day, 
the first day of the week, the Saviour rose from the 
dead, and by His resurrection was declared to be the 
Son of God with power. 

As risen with Him, teach us to seek those things 
that are above, where He sitteth at the right hand of 
God. Looking up to Him, Who is highly exalted far 
above all principality and power, may we catch the 
elevated spirit which reigns in the place whither He 
hath ascended : may we rise above the love of this 
present evil world; and may we look down with 
son'ow and shame upon the pursuits of those who 
mind earthly things. Assured of His faithfulness and 
power, may we commit to Him, with confidence, the 
keeping of our souls ; and though our enemies be 
many, and our own weakness great, may we exult in 
the persuasion, that neither death nor life, nor angels, 
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nor principalities^ nor powers^ nor things present, nor 
things to come^ nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creatore^ shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, i^hich is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Andj while thus we look back to the triumphs of 
the Saviour, and trust in Him, and rejoice in Him as 
invested with the power of an endless life, enable us 
also to anticipate with joy the period when He, Who 
came once in the form of a servant, shall appear 
again the second time, in the glory of His Father 
and the holy angels ; not to die upon a cross, but to 
sit upon a throne ; not to be reproached of men and 
despised of the people, but to assemble all nations 
before Him, and to be the Judge both of the living 
and of the dead. 

We rejoice in the rest which remaineth for His 
people; and we look forward with expectation and 
triumph to the hour, when He shall gather together 
into one all the children of God that are scattered 
abroad, and when He Plimself shall dwell among 
them ; when they shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more ; neither shall the sun light upon them, nor 
any heat ; when the Lamb that is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them to living 
fountains of waters, and God Himself shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes. 

O grant that all our present Sabbaths may be spent 
with a view to this heavenly and eternal Sabbath. 
May the frame and temper of our minds be brought 
into conformity with the exalted exercises in which we 
hope to engage in Thy house and kingdom above. 
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This day, in an especial manner, may we enjoy the 
presence and grace of the Saviour. May He Who is 
the Head of the Churches, and Who hath promised to 
be with His people alwajrs, even unto the end of the 
world, meet with us, and assist us in all the duties in 
which we shall engage. Be with all Thy worshipping 
people, and especially with Thy ministering servants^ 
this day. Add, we beseech Thee, to the number of 
Thy people. Give greater effect everywhere to the 
preaching of the Gospel. Let Thy Word have free 
course, and be glorified ; and let the whole earth be 
filled with Thy glory 1 

All that we ask is in the name and through the 
mediation of Jesus Christ, Who is all our hope ; and 
to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thou are exceeding great : Thou art 
clothed with honour and with majesty. We acknow- 
ledge that we are sinful creatures, unworthy of Thy 
regard, deserving only Thy displeasure, and of our- 
selves incapable of rendering to Thee any service 
which can bear Thine inspection, or be meet for 
Thine acceptance. But our rejoicing and our con- 
fidence are not in ourselves. We prostrate ourselves 
before Thee as sinners, and we acknowledge that we 
are altogether as an unclean thing ; that in our flesh 
there dwelleth nothing that is good; that our very 
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righteonsnessesy and best services, and purest affeo- 
tionsy are defective and sinful, and reqnire pardon. 

Bat, while thus we lie low before Thee, we rejoice 
that Thou hast no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
and that Thou delightest in mercy. We rejoice that 
Thou hast so loved the world, as to send Thine only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him might 
not perish, but might have everlasting life. We 
rejoice that He also loved sinners, and gave Himself 
for them a sacrifice and ofiering unto God, of a sweet- 
smelling savour ; and now we rejoice and give thanks, 
that a way is opened for the exercise of Thy mercy 
towards us, and that Thou art just when Thou jus- 
tifiest the ungodly, who place their faith and hope in 
Him. Enable us, gracious God, from the heart to 
repose all our confidence in Him as the Saviour of 
our souls. While many are resting their hope upon 
a sandy foundation, which must give way before the 
trial of the last day, may we be building upon the 
Sock of Ages, upon that sure foundation, that tried 
comer-stone, elect and precious, which Thou hast laid 
in Zion. May we not only accept of Christ for 
righteousness, but depend on Him for sanctification, 
and all needful grace. In Him it hath pleased the 
Father that all fulness should dwell : may our eyes, 
therefore, be turned to Him as the fountain of living 
water ; and to Him may we be continually coming, 
that our souls may be cleansed, and refreshed, and 
invigorated — ^purified from the defilements of sin, re- 
vived amidst the heats of temptation, and qualified 
for enduring or for performing the entire will of GKxL. 
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We lament before Thee our failures in duty this 
day. Forgive, we pray Thee, the want of spirituality 
in our devotions, the carelessness and inattention with 
which we may have heard Thy word, the worldly 
thoughts that may have followed us into Thy house, 
and all the imperfections and sin that may have 
marred and defiled our holy things. Extend to us, 
we beseech Thee, Thy pardoning mercy ; and let the 
blood of Jesus Christ, Thy Son, cleanse us from all 
sin. We commend ourselves to Thy protection and 
favour this night. Watch over us, and over all who 
are dear to us. Under the shadow of Thy wings may 
we and they be safe for time and for eternity. 

May Thy ministering servants, and especially those 
whom we have this day heard, be abundantly blessed. 
May all our Christian brethren throughout the world 
enjoy Thy favour, the guidance of Thy Spirit, and 
the light of Thy countenance. Excite everywhere a 
greater zeal in the cause of Christ. May Christians 
in every place be more and more anxious to experience 
the power of the Gospel of Christ. May many go 
to and fro, and may knowledge everywhere be in- 
creased; and may the time be hastened when the 
knowledge of the Lord shall fill the earth as the 
waters cover the sea. 

These our prayers we present to Thee in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, for Whom we bless Thee ; 
and to Whom, with Thee and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, we ascribe glory and dominion for ever. Amen. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 

Almigiity and ever blessed God, we desire this 
morning, not only to bow our knees, bat to pour out 
our hearts before Thee, the God of the spirits of all 
flesh, the God and the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of Whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named. 

We bless Thee for the mercies of the past night, 
and for all the mercies of the past period of our lives. 
Surely goodness and mercy have followed us continu- 
ally. Thou hast chosen for us a goodly heritage, 
surrounded us by innumerable comforts and advan- 
tages, and made our cup of earthly blessings to run 
over. Even in the afflictions and privations with 
which Thou hast been pleased to visit us, we discern 
and acknowledge Thy fatherly wisdom and goodness. 
We bless Thee that, when our sins have called for 
judgment, Thou hast only chastened us, as a father 
the son that serveth him, and cast us into the furnace, 
not that we should be consumed, but that we should 
come forth, as silver puriHed. 

O Lord, how shall we suitably acknowledge the 
goodness that hath been conspicuous in every part of 
our lot, and that hath attended us all the days of 
our lives ? We will extol Thee, O God, our King ; 
we will bless Thy name for ever and ever: every 
day will we bless Thee ; and we will praise Thy name 
for ever and ever. 

We pve Thee thanks, gracious God, that yester- 
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day we were permitted to rest from worldly employ^ 
ments, and to occupy our time and our thonghts with 
the things that belong to oar eternal peace. Forbid 
that, in renewing our connection with the world, we 
should dismiss from our minds those considerations 
which were pressed upon us in the course of the ser- 
vices of Thy day. May we never forget the lessons 
of Thy holy Word ; may the thought that Christ 
laid down His precious life for our sakes, inspire us 
with a holy and a fixed purpose of soul» to walk in all 
respects so as to please Him ; and may neither the 
cares nor the pleasures of a world from which the 
Saviour died to redeem us, have power to shake the 
stedfastness of our purpose, or to prevent us from 
affording practical evidence of the power of His cross 
to crucify us unto the world, and the world unto us. 

Help us thus, O Lord, by Thy grace, to live above 
the world while it is Thy will that we remain in it. 
From day to day, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, may 
the frame and temper of our minds point heaven- 
ward. May the ties that bind us to the earth be 
gradually loosened ; may we daily feel more of the 
attracting influence of the things that are above : 
And, when at length our last Sabbath and our last 
day on earth shall arrive, may we be found ready to 
lift up our tabernacle and go hence, not sorrowing 
on account of what we leave behind, but rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God. 

And not only would we pray for ourselves : we 
would be mindful, in Thy presence, of all our brethren 
of mankind. In our native land, and in our neigh- 
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bomboodi may the interests of Divine trath especially 
prevail and floorish. May thoee who are onr friends 
acocMrding to the flesh be brought under its power, 
and made partakers of its consolations. To Thy 
care and providence we commend diem and our- 
selves this day and for ever. Let Thy rod and Thy 
staff uphold and comfort us. And all that we ask is 
in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One 
Grod, be glory for ever. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

Cheat and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God 
Almighty. Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King 
of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and 
glorify Thy name t for Thou only art holy. While 
impressed with Thy greatness and majesty, and pene- 
trated with a sense of Thy goodness and grace, we 
bow down ourselves before Thee, O do Thou Who 
dwellest between the cherubim shine forth ; manifest 
Thyself unto us as Thou dost not unto the world ; 
send down upon us xhy Holy Spirit ; shed Thy love 
abroad in our hearts; and grant that, with the affec- 
tion of children, and the confidence of Thy redeemed 
servants, we may now worship in Thy presence. 

We confess before Thee, gracious God, our mani- 
fold and aggravated provocations. But we bless 
Thee, diat in the midst of wrath Thou hast remem- 
bered mercy. We rejoice that in Jesus Christ the 
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exercise of Thy mercy is infinitely consistent with a 
regard to Thy holiness and justice ; and that, believ- 
ing in EKm, we are encouraged to confide in Thee 
as faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all iniquity. In Him, O Lord, we 
desire ever to be found ; and, for His sake, we now 
beseech Thee fireely to forgive us all our sins, to ac- 
cept of us as righteous in Thy sight, to adopt us into 
Thy family, and to bestow upon each of us the out- 
ward privileges, and the inward graces, which belong 
to the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. 

We thank Thee, gracious God, for all we have 
experienced of Thy liberality during the past period 
of our lives. Especially, we now unite in giving 
Thee thanks for any experience we may have had of 
the power of Thy grace upon our hearts. Grant, we 
pray Thee, that every conviction of sin, every dis- 
covery of the glory and grace of the Saviour, every 
act of faith, and every desire and endeavour after 
holiness, of which in time past we may have been 
conscious, may become habitual to our minds. Pre- 
serve us, we beseech Thee, from indifference in 
religion. Preserve us from hypocrisy and self-deceit. 
Forbid that we should be indul^ng in false security, 
or relying on anything short of that perfect right- 
eousness which Thou wilt acknowledge and accept 
at the last day. May our religion be that of Thy 
blessed Word, a religion formed within us by the 
power of Thy Holy Spirit. May it lead us to lie low 
before Thee as sinners, and to derive hope and con- 
fidence from Christ alone. And while thus it leads 
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tis from ourselves to the Savioar, may it work mightily 
within us, and upon us ; and, under its transforming 
influence, may we be changed daily into the image of 
our Lord, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

To Thy care and kindness we commit ourselves 
and all our concerns this night. May the eternal 
God be our refuge, and may everlasting arms be un- 
derneath and around us. To Him to Whom we 
commit ourselves, we commend all who are dear to 
us. May our friends be Thy friends; and may all 
who are the friends of pure and undefiled religion have 
a place in our affections, and be remembered by Thee 
with the favour which Thou bearest to Thine own. 

Visit with Thy salvation all our brethren of man- 
kind. Interest those who have themselves experienced 
the blessings of religion in its universal diffusion; 
and grant success to all those measures that have for 
their object the glory of God and the eternal happi- 
ness of mankind. 

These our prayers, gracious God, we now present 
to Thee, beseeching Thee to hear us, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ; to Whom, with Thee and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, be glory everlasting. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Thou art great, and Thou dost wondrous 
things: Thou art God alone. We thank Thee that in 
Jesus Christ Thou hast revealed Thyself as a God full 
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of compassion, gracious, long-suffering, and plenteous 
in mercy and truth. Blessed be Thy name that Thou 
didst send Him, not as the messenger of wrath, but as 
the bearer of glad tidings of great joy ; not to con- 
demn the world, but to procure and to dispense the 
blessings of eternal life to the guilty and the perishing. 
Grant, gracious God, that we may feel our obligations 
to redeeming love. O may we remember the misery 
into which sin had plunged us, that we may adequately 
feel how large is our debt of gratitude to Him, Who 
sought us out in our lost estate, and Who redeemed us. 
We lament the natural indifference of our minds to 
the Gospel of Thy grace, and to the Saviour Whom 
it reveals and offers. Forbid, we beseech Thee, that 
He Who is the offspring and the root of Jesse, the 
plant of renown, the tree of life whose leaves are for 
the healing of the nations, should appear in our eye as 
a root out of a dry ground, an undistinguished and a 
tender plant, without form or comeliness, and having 
nothing wherefore He should be desired. May our 
eyes be divinely opened to behold in Him the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth — to perceive in Him those features of heavenly 
excellence that shall attract and unite our hearts to 
Him ; and may we be sensible of the infinite folly, in- 
gratitude, and guilt, of turning away from Him Who 
even died to redeem us. Impressed with the dignity 
of His person, the glory of His character, and the 
greatness of His love, may we set our seal to every 
part of the Divine testimony concerning Him, and 
joyfully acknowledge Him Whom the Father sanctified^ 
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and sent into the world, to be our Lord and our God, 
oar Beloved and our Friend, all our salvation and all 
our desire. 

Let our faith in Him be sincere and stedfast, our 
love to EKm ardent and active, our dependence on 
Him humble and confiding, our desire to serve and 
honour Him supreme, disinterested, uniform, and per- 
severing. May the same mind be in us which was in 
Christ Jesus. May the same humility, the same 
gentleness, the same anxiety to do one another good, 
which characterized Him in His intercourse with His 
disciples, be manifest in our conduct one to another. 
And as He went about continually doing good, and 
wherever He went, bore the law and the love of God 
in His heart, may we, in our dealings with the world, 
have His example continually in view, and study at 
once to love God with all our hearts, and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. 

Be with us, we entreat Thee, by Thy good Spirit. 
Leave us not to ourselves. Order our steps in Thy 
Word, and kt not any iniquity have dominion over 
us. And all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
glory for ever. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

We worship Thee, O Lord, as the Sovereign Pro- 
prietor of all things; the King of kings and Lord 
of lords ; Whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
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and Whose dominion endareth throughout all genera- 
tions. 

Enable us, we beseech Thee, to look up to Thy 
throne with that veneration and confidence which be- 
come creatures approaching their Creator and most 
gracious Benefactor, We are sinners, but we rejoice 
that, though sin is the abominable thing which Thou 
hatest, Thou hast been pleased to reveal to us a way 
by which our sins may be blotted out, and our natures 
sanctified, and by which we may be restored to the 
image and communion we have lost by the Fall. 
Blessed be God, there is a fountain opened for sin 
and for uncleanness, and that all are invited, and com- 
manded, and besought, to come to this fountain, and 
to wash in it and be clean. 

With joy, O Lord, may we hearken to the language 
of Thy compassion and grace, and thankfully accept 
the blessings that are freely offered us of God. As 
sinners who need salvation, may we hail with gratitude 
the tidings that proclaim to us that salvation may be 
attained. And sensible that we have no means of 
our own of procuring it, no money and no price ade- 
quate to the purchase of it, no righteousness and no 
merits which can entitle us to the enjoyment of it, 
may we rejoice that it hath been obtained for us by 
the obedience and sufferings of the Son of God, and is 
now presented to our acceptance, as the gift of God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Not only, gracious God, may it be our privilege to 
be pardoned and accepted ; may we also be numbered 
among Thy children, and remembered with the 
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peculiar and paternal favour which Thou bearest unto 
Thine own. And may our desires and endeavours 
rise in correspondence with the number and the mag- 
nitude of our privileges. May we not only seek to 
escape from punishment, and to enjoy a freedom from 
the grosser passions of our nature ; but may we long 
and aspire after all the blessings of the covenant in 
their largest measures and fullest degrees, and be 
satisfied with nothing short of being filled with all the 
fulness of God. 

We thank Thee for all Thy goodness to us during 
the past day. Mercifully be with us, we entreat Thee, 
during the night. Thou Who keepest Israel, and 
Who slumberest not nor sleepest, watch over us. Let 
no ill befall us, nor any plague come nigh our dwell- 
ing. But may we, and all who are dear to us, be 
protected by Thy providence and sanctified by Thy 
grace, and find that, by night as well as by day, all 
Thy ways towards us are in mercy and truth. 

These our prayers we humbly present to Thee in 
the name and through the merits of Jesus Christ, to 
Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, we ascribe the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, our Preserver and Redeemer, to whom can 
we go but unto Thee ? Thou hast all fulness in Thy- 
self, and with Thee is the fountain of life. We rejoice 
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that Thoa hast blessings suited to the circamstances 
and necessities of all Thy creatures, and that Thy 
liberality is equal to the abundance of the blessings 
Thou hast to bestow. Blessed be God Who hath in- 
vited us, with all the burden of our unworthiness, to 
approach His throne; and blessed be God for Him 
through Whom we are invited to approach : we rejoice 
in Him as infinitely able, and as willing as He is able, 
to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by 
Him. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, through Him, we at this time 
come, and for His sake we humbly beseech Thee to 
look favourably upon us and to bless us. Thou knowest 
the state and circumstances of each one now in Thy 
presence. Thou art acquainted with all our weakness 
and all our wants, with our peculiar infirmities, with 
our besetting faults, with our liability to yield to temp- 
tation, with our nearness to unseen dangers, with our 
unfitness to meet particular trials, and with our prone- 
ness to sink under the pressure of unusual or unex- 
pected burdens. O grant that, according to our day, 
so may be our strength. If any of us be destitute of 
the first principles of true religion, may Thy Spirit 
awaken us to consideration, and urge us, while it is not 
too late, to flee for refuge to the hope set before us in 
the Gospel. If our minds be but partially enlight- 
ened, and our hearts but imperfectly renewed, let Him 
lead us daily more and more into all truth. If diffi- 
culties stand in the way of the discharge of any part 
of our duty, may He furnish us with greater degrees 
of hply resolution, and elevate us above every con- 
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sideration but allegiance to the Savioar, and zeal for 
His glory. If tempted to depart from Thee in thought, 
or in word, or in deed, may we not be tempted above 
that we are able to bear ; but may Thy strength be 
made perfect in our weakness, and with every tempta- 
tion may a way of escape be afforded us. 

In the season of affliction, may Thy grace equally 
be made sufficient for us. Under all the chastenings 
of Thy hand, grant us Divine sapport and consolation. 
Let not our minds be overwhelmed by the dispensa- 
tions of Thy Providence. In all our trials may we 
remember that we are in the hand of a gracious, and 
compassionate, and all-wise God; and that in sending 
affliction upon us, He deals with us as with sons, and 
corrects us not for His pleasure, but for our profit. 

Thus, O Lord, may we be upheld by Thy Spirit 
while we are in this world ; may all Thy ways towards 
us be in mercy and truth ; let the joy of the Lord be 
our strength ; and after we have done and suffered the 
will of God, grant that we may be found in some 
measure meet for entering on the rest which Thou 
hast prepared for Thy people in heaven. We would 
be mindful in Thy presence, not only of ourselves, but 
of all who are united to us by the ties of nature, of 
affection, and of grace. Be with ns and them this day. 
Protect us from danger. Preserve us from sin. Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. And 
to Thee in Jesus Christ, Who is all our hope, we ascribe 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thou art wonderful in counsel and excellent 
in working. All things derive their existence from 
Thee ; all are naked and open to Thy view ; all are 
subject to Thy control, and subservient to Thy glory. 
Enable us, we beseech Thee, to meditate on Thy great- 
ness, and to entertain exalted conceptions of Thy 
majesty and glory. Nor let us remember Thy great- 
ness alone. May Thy love towards us in Jesus Christ 
inspire us with a lively and confiding sense of Thy 
goodness. May we learn to love as well as to fear 
Thee ; and may the spirit of adoption take possession 
of our minds, and teach us to address Thee as ^^ Abba, 
Father." 

We thank Thee, gracious God, for the mercies of 
the past day. It is because Thy mercies are infinite, 
that we are daily fed and preserved. It is because 
Thy mercy endureth for ever, that our sins are not 
followed by punishment, and that we are not only pro- 
vided with the means of temporal comfort and enjoy- 
ment, but presented with the offers of salvation, the 
means of grace, and the hope of glory. 

To the bounties of Thy Providence, and the privi- 
leges of Thy grace, add, we beseech Thee, the gift of 
Thy Holy Spirit. May He who is the Teacher and 
the Comforter of the Church, be vouchsafed to us in 
all His sanctifying and saving influences ; and through 
Him may we be directed to a suitable improvement of 
our many mercies and advantages. Above all, may 
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He lead us to the Saviour, and fill us with a thank- 
ful sense of Thy great mercy towards ns in Him. 
Let Thy Spirit discover to us how low and miserable 
sin has made us ; how free and full is the salvation of 
the Gospel ; how great are our obligations to Thee for 
continuing to make an offer of it to us. And under 
an impression that the debt we owe to Thy mercy is 
infinite, may we gratefiilly accept what Thou hast fi:'eely 
offered, and devote ourselves to the service of Him to 
Whom we are indebted for all our happiness in time, 
and all our hope for eternity. 

Be with us, we humbly beseech Thee, through this 
night. May the close of every day remind us that 
we are in progress to the close of life ; and may the 
darkness around us remind us of the approach of that 
night in which no man can work. 

To Thy special compassion we commend the des- 
titute, the afflicted, and the dying. Appoint unto 
them that mourn in Zion beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. Let Thy mercy smooth the bed 
of sickness ; let Thy promises prove a sovereign balm 
to heal the wounds of the broken in heart ; let faith in 
Thy Son be an anchor of the soul both sure and sted- 
fast, to the doubting, the agitated, and the tempted ; 
and let the hope full of inunortality, which is founded 
on the Gospel, enlighten and cheer the troubled mind 
in its passage through the valley of the shadow of 
death. To Thy boundless compassion and infinite 
power we commend all whom we ought to remember 
in Thy presence. Hear us, we beseech Thee, for 
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them and for ourselves ; and all that we ask is in the 
name and for the sake of Jesus Christy to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all honour 
and gloiy, world without end. Amen. 



THUKSDAY MORNING. 

We come before Thee this morning, O Lord, hum- 
bled under a sense of our unworthiness and demerit. 
We lament the coldness of our hearts and the worldly 
bias of our affections; and we acknowledge with shame 
and contrition, that the natural estrangement of our 
souls from Thee is painfully apparent, even in our holiest 
moments, and in our best attempts to please Thee. 

Not only have we to complain o( stammering 
tongues : we have to confess and to lament wander- 
ing hearts, cold affections, and divided minds. Alas I 
how liable are we to forget the infinite majesty of 
the God whom we profess to adore; and in the 
ordinary concerns of life, how prone are we to lose 
sight of Thee altogether, as if at any time Thou 
couldst be far from us I How low are our concep- 
tions of Thy character : how unworthy the homage 
we profess to render Thee I What insincerity marks 
our profession of adherence to Thee ; w^hat coldness 
pervades our devotions ; what inconsistencies appear 
in our deportment I Even when we feel our obliga- 
tions most, we feel them little. Compared to what it 
should be, our love is but indifference, and our service 
is but neglect. 
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We are verily guilty, O Lord, in Thy sight- 
guilty beyond all that our notions of guilt, or our 
knowledge of ourselves, or our conceptions of Thy 
stainless purity, enable us to imagine. But we bless 
Thee, that though sin is Thine abhorrence, and though 
our sins are all known to Thee, Thy thoughts towards 
us sinners are thoughts not of merited anger, but of 
undeserved and boundless compassion. Blessed be 
God, Who sent His Son into the world to lay down 
His life a ransom for sinners ; and blessed be God, 
that in Him Thou speakest to us not in the earth- 
quake, nor in the whirlwind, nor in the fire, but in 
the still small voice of encouragement and love ! 

To Thee in Him, gracious God, would we now 
come. May we all have faith to behold the guilt of 
sin wiped out by the blood of the Son of God ; and 
may the faith by which we are delivered from the 
bondage of fear, raise us efiectually above the slavery 
of corruption, and enable us not only to exercise re- 
pentance in reference to the past, but to resolve and 
to act for the future as the ransomed of the Lord, the 
free-bom and belaved children of the living God. 

Alive to the evil of sin, may we guard against it 
in all its forms and degrees, and by Thy grace be 
enabled successfully to resist it, nothwithstanding its 
allurements and assaults. May the aim and business 
of our lives be to acquire and to maintain a close 
conformity to the end for which the Saviour died ; 
and remembering that He died that they which live 
shotdd live not unto themselves, but unto Him, may 
we daily shake off the influence of evil habits and 
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passions, and aspire after higher degrees of that holi- 
ness by which we shall resemble Him here, and be 
prepared for being with Him where he is in His king- 
dom above. 

With ourselves we would be mindful of all onr 
brethren of mankind. Where sin hath abounded, let 
grace much more abound. Let the power of the 
Gospel extend wherever the power of evil hath been 
felt ; and hasten, we beseech Thee, the time when all 
the ravages of sin shall be repaired, and the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge and with the glory 
of the Lord. 

We beseech Tliee to be very gracious to all our 
friends, and to all who are united to us by the ties of 
afiection and of neighbourhood. Be with them and 
with us this day. And all that we ask is for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, our Advocate and Mediator. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, unto Whom all praise belongeth, we thank 
Thee that we are permitted to worship at Thy foot- 
stool, and that we are assured that whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth Thee. We come before Thee under 
a deep sense of our own unworthiness. We are 
sinners, O Lord, and ungrateful sinners. But we 
come to Thee with all the burden of our guilt, and 
rely for acceptance on the merits and mediation of 
Him Whom Thou hast set forth to bo a propitia- 
tion, through faith in His blood. 
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Trusting in His atonement and righteousness, we 
beseech Thee to look mercifully upon us. Let Thy 
mercy extend to the pardon of our sins, the accept- 
ance of our persons, the sanctification of our souls, 
and the gift of Thy Holy Spirit, as the source of 
comfort, and the pledge of glory. Let not sin have 
dominion over any of us. Create within us, we 
beseech Thee, clean hearts ; renew right spirits with- 
in us. What Thou hatest, teach us to hate ; what 
Thou lovest, teach us to love. What Thy law forbids, 
grant us grace to avoid ; what it enjoins, enable us 
cordially to approve and do. Implant within us a 
governing principle of conformity to Thine image; 
and may obedience to Thy law, and submission to 
Thine appointments, be to us as meat and as drink. 

Confirm, we beseech Thee, the good which Thou 
hast been pleased to create within us. Let it not be 
overpowered or checked by the influence of the world. 
May Thy Spirit add to its vigour and increase its 
growth ; and, grafted into the true vine, may we daily 
bring forth much fruit, that our Father may be glori- 
fied. 

Impress upon our minds, O Lord, a salutary fear 
of falling into temptation. May we ever remember 
the vanity of the world, the deceitfulness of its pro- 
mises, the unsatisfactory character of its best bless- 
ings, the certainty of disappointment and loss if we 
attempt to set our hearts upon it ; and turning from 
it as a poor and an insufficient portion, may we make 
choice of Thee as our chief good, and adhere to Thee 
through evil report and through good report. 
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and have been translated from the power of darkness 
into the kingdom of Thy dear Son. This day we com- 
mend ourselves to Thy providence and grace. Thou 
hast been pleased to preserve us during the past night, 
and to add another day to our lives : grant that, under 
a sense of Thy goodness, we may be induced to spend 
this day and all our days in Thy fear. Defend us, and 
all whom we should remember before Thee, from the 
dangers to which we are exposed. Enable us, in our 
passage through life, to bear about with us a constant 
remembrance of the shortness of time, and of our 
nearness to eternity ; and may our minds be so dis- 
posed and affected, that, whatever may befall, to us to 
live it may be Christ, and to die gain. 

We pray for the interests of the Redeemer's king- 
dom throughout the world. We pray for the pro- 
gress and success of the Gospel. In this place, and 
in every comer of our native land, and in every part 
of the habitable earth, may the joyful sound be heard ; 
and wherever it is heard, may it be felt to be the wis- 
dom of God and the power of God unto salvation. 

We beseech Thee, gracious God, to hear these our 
humble supplications, to forgive our sins, and to accept 
of us and bless us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
glory for ever. Amen, 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 

O LoBDy Thou art the only living and true God, the 
self^xistenty independent, and eternal Jehovah, of 
Whom, and to Whom, and through Whom, are all 
things, to Whom be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. We rejoice, O Lord, that while Thoa hast set 
Thy ^oiy above the heavens, Thou hast not left us in 
ignorance of Thy character, nor denied us the consola- 
tion of knowings that our imperfect attempts to serve 
Thee will not be rejected nor despised. We rejoice that 
we have a great High Priest over the house of God, 
and that through Him we have access to Thy throne. 
While we are struggling with sin in this outer and 
far distant court, we rejoice to think that our ever- 
living Advocate is at Thy right hand in the holiest of 
all, and that He maketh intercession for us continually. 
O grant that, while there are fears within and fight- 
ings without, we may be enabled by faith to pass the 
vail, and to contemplate our great High Priest in the 
heavenly sanctuary, crowned with glory and honour, 
invested with the garments of salvation, radiant with 
the glory from off the mercy-seat ; and not only thus 
all-glorious Himself, but bearing on His breastplate 
the names of all His people ; ministering in their be- 
half at the golden altar ; and, as their feeble prayers 
come up in low and broken accents, taking them and 
perfuming them with much incense, and presenting 
them as an offering infinitely acceptable unto His 
Father Who sittcth upon the throne. 
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Thus, O Lord, may we restrain and sarmoant the 
fears that would prompt us to keep at a distance from 
Thy presence. While we raise our thoughts to the 
contemplation of Thy greatness, and dwell upon the 
wonders of Thy power, the glories of Thy holiness, 
and the terrors of Thy justice, may we find in faith 
an antidote to all our fears ; may we think of Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and, instead of 
yielding to despondency and a sense of personal de- 
merit, may we feel ourselves attracted to Thy throne, 
and bound te Thee by the ties of grateful and un- 
ceasing affection. 

O may the contemplation of Thy greatness fill, and 
elevate, and enrapture our minds; but chiefly may 
we dwell on Thy goodness and grace. As our thoughts 
turn on Thee, glorious in all Thy perfections, wonder- 
ful in counsel, excellent in working, creating all things, 
sustaining all things, governing all things, transcend- 
ing all our thoughts, exalted above all our praises — 
the eternal, incomprehensible, and immutable Jehovah 
— may we feel that all Thy greatness is nothing to 
the thought, that Thou hast loved us and given Thy 
Son to be a propitiation for us. 

May this thought overcome and expel every remain- 
ing hard thought of Thee, which sin may have led us 
to harbour. May it melt and warm hearts which sin 
has chilled and hardened. May we feel it impossible 
to resist the claims of a love which hath dwelt ineffably 
in the bosom of the great God of the universe ; and as 
we reflect on the unworthy returns we have too often 
made to that love, and the infinite variety of methoda 



SATUBDAY MOBNING. 67 

by which that love hath been disptayed, maj we now 
and for ever dedicate ourselves unto Thee ; and re- 
solve, through Thy grace, that though other lords may 
have exercised dominion over us, by Thy name alone 
henceforward will we be called. 

Accept of us, we beseech Thee, O our God ; and 
set Thy seal to this our covenant, working in us by 
Thy Spirit aH that is well-pleasmg in Thy sight. 
Now unto Him Who is able to keep us &om falling, 
and to present us faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY MOENING. 

We adore Thee, O Lord, as the Most High over all 
the earth, the Creator and Sovereign Proprietor of 
the universe, the rightful Lord of angels and of men. 
Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord ; who can 
show forth all Hi» praise ? 

We rejoice that Thou hast never left Thyself with- 
out a witness ; but in every age and among every 
people hast made Thyself known as a gracious and 
bountiful Benefactor. To us, O Lord, in an especial 
manner, Thou hast been pleased to reveal Thyself by 
Thy Word and through Thy Son. Blessed be God 
that to us the word of salvation hath been sent — to us 
the mystery hid from ages and generations hath been 
revealed ; that before our eyes those things have been 
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set forth which many kings and righteous men desired 
in vain to behold. 

We bless Thee for our distinguished privileges as 
Christians. We thank Thee, that while many of our 
fellow-creatures are sitting in darkness, we have been 
called to behold a great light ; and that while many 
around us are sufiering from the neglect of those who 
ought to have led their feet into the way of peace, we 
have enjoyed the benefit of early instruction, and from 
the time we began to think, have been surrounded by 
inducements to flee from the wrath to come, and yield 
ourselves unto God, as redeemed by the blood of 
His Son, As Thou hast distinguished us by outward 
advantages above many of our fellow-men, grant us 
also the heart to feel Thy goodness, and the disposition 
thankfully to improve Thy benefits. Forbid that we 
should misapprehend the design for which Thy mercies 
have been bestowed : let us not rest in them as if the 
enjoyment of them were sufficient for our salvation : 
let us not deceive and destroy our own souls, by regard- 
ing them as pledges of Thy favour, independently of 
the use and improvement we make of them. For this 
purpose, we beseech Thee, gracious God, to grant us 
that inward grace which alone can render outward 
advantages availing and eflfectual. Sensible of the 
corruption and infirmity of our own hearts, we look 
up to Thee for Thy Holy Spirit as the Spirit of wisdom 
and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
Under the guidance of Thy Spirit, may we apply all 
the means of grace with which we are favoured to their 
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proper ends. May we derive benefit from the dispen- 
Bations of Thy providence, and the ordinances of Thine 
appointment. May we grow in grace and in the know- 
ledge of oar Lord and Saviour Jesos Christ, and be 
neither barren nor unfruitfnl in any of those habits, 
dispositions, and tempers, which are suitable to our 
profession and character as Christians. 

We unite, gracious God, in giving Thee thanks for 
all Thy temporal goodness. We thank Thee for the 
rest of the past night, the light of this day, and all the 
comforts of our lot. Be with us, we beseech Thee, 
during this day. Help us to sanctify Thee, the Lord 
God, in our hearts, and to make Thee our continual 
fear and dread. And grant that while, as creatures, 
we fear to ofiend Thee, as Thy redeemed and adopted 
children, we may learn supremely to love, and cheer- 
fully to serve Thee. Be very gracious, we beseech 
Thee, to all our fiiends, and to all whom we should 
remember in our prayers before Thee. And all that 
we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen* 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, our salvation and our glory, the rock of our 
strength and our refuge, we desire at this time to place 
our trust in Thee, and to pour out our hearts before 
Thee with unreserved and filial confidence. What 
are we, O Lord, that we should be admitted to com- 
munion with the Lord, the Lord of Hosts I 

We thank Thee, gracious God, that Thou hast 
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taught US In Thy Word how we may serve and honour 
Thee. May all the effects which Thy goodness ought 
to produce be manifest in our experience and in our 
conduct. May Thy goodness lead us to repentance, 
l^iay warmth be imparted to our gratitude, and strength 
to our resolution, by Him Who giveth power to the 
faint, and Who to them who have no might increaseth 
strength. May Thy Spirit quicken us when we are 
slothful, animate us when desponding, and confirm us 
when wavering. When we are in straits may He guide 
us, and in the midst of temptation may He protect us. 
May He go before us to show us our way, be our 
Guardian as we follow in His steps, and finally con- 
duct us to the place of which the Lord hath said that 
He will give it us. 

For this purpose, bless, we entreat Thee, all the 
means of grace with which w« are favoured. May the 
events of Thy providence daily furnish us with impres- 
sive and useful lessons. May the truths of Thy Word 
sink down into our hearts ; and as we read them or 
meditate on them, may they take a stronger hold of 
our affections, and acquire a more decided ascendancy 
over our principles of action. May the return of Thy 
holy day bring round to us new pleasures and new 
sources of sanctifying influence. May we grow wiser 
and holier every day and every week that passes over 
us ; and as we approach nearer an eternal world, may 
we progressively become better qualified for its enjoy- 
ments, its services, and its society. 

With a thankful sense of all Thy past goodness, we 
now commit ourselves to Thee during the silence and 
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darkness of this night. With the week that is about 
to dose, we would dismiss all our worldly cares and 
thoughts. Protect us through this night. If it please 
Thee, let the light of another day dawn upon us ; and 
when we awake to the light of another day, let us also 
awake to the purposes for which that day hath been 
consecrated and set apart. 

Be very gracious, we beseech Thee, to Thy Church 
and people. May all who profess and call themselves 
Christians, be united in affection one to another, and 
in supreme love to Thee, their Benefactor and God. 
Let the time, even the set time to favour Zion, 
speedily arrive ; and, while in faith we wait the accom- 
plishment of Thy promise, grant times of refreshing 
from Thy presence. 

In an especial manner, be pleased to extend Thy 
blessing to our friends, and to all in whom we are 
naturally and particularly interested. May the Lord 
Himself be their God, and may He cause His face 
continually to shine upon them. 

We leave ourselves, O Lord, in Thy hands. All 
our wants are known to Thee. Correct what is amiss 
in our prayers : supply what is lacking : bestow, in 
answer to them, what Thou knowest to be best for us. 
And all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
glory and honour, dominion and power, both now and 
for ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, whom have we in heaven but Thee, and in 
all the earth there is none whom we desire besides 
Thee ; our heart and our flesh faileth, bat Thou art 
the strength of our heart and our portion for ever. 
We rejoice that we are permitted to approach Thy 
throne ; and that, laden with guilt and with corrup- 
tion, beset by dangers, oppressed by infirmities, exposed 
to affliction, and appointed at last to die, we have Thee 
as our sure refuge to Whom we may ever resort 

In the provisions of the Gospel, we rejoice to con- 
template the lively characters of Divine and paternal 
love. We thank Thee that Thou didst send even 
Thine own Son into the world to be our Saviour, and 
that through Him not only has peace been proclaimed 
on earth, but glory been secured to God in the high- 
est. Contemplating the whole plan of saving mercy, 
we lie prostrate before Thee in admiration of the 
height and the depth, the length and the breadth of 
the love of God in Christ Jesus ; and feeling our own 
insufficiency suitably to comprehend, or worthily to 
celebrate it, we own, with humility and gratitude, 
that it passeth knowledge. 

May we be thus engaged and affected this day. 
This is the day consecrated to the memory of Him 
Who, having laid down His life for His sheep, resumed 
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it for their justification and salvation. On this the 
day which the Lord hath set apart as His own, and 
which He hath made precious to His people by His 
victory over death and hell, may we rejoice and be 
glad. May our minds be raised in correspondence 
with the subject which the day commemorates. May 
we rise with our risen Lord ; and as risen with Him, 
may we seek those things that are above, where He 
sitteth at the right hand of God. 

And we would bless Thee, O Lord, not only for 
the Sabbath day, but for all the means of religious 
instruction and spiritual improvement which we 
especially enjoy on that day. O may a rich and an 
effectual blessing fiom on high accompany the means 
of grace, and make them in our experience abun- 
dantly instrumental to the advancement of eveiy holy 
principle, devout affection, and religious habit, by 
which it is Thy will that Thy people should be dis- 
tinguished. And this we entreat, O Lord, not only 
for ourselves, but for all our fellow-worshippers. In 
every assembly of Thy saints, O do Thou, Who art 
the King of saints, vouchsafe Thy presence. Thou 
art acquainted with the case and circumstances of all 
who shall this day meet in Thy courts : whilst Thou 

the formalist, and seest the proud and the self-con- 
fident afar off, draw nigh, in mercy and great com- 
passion, to the soul of every sincere and humble wor- 
shipper. 

On the mind that mourns its darkness, lift Thou 
up the light of Thy glory as it shines in the face of 
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Jesus Christ. Into the wounded and the broken 
hearty pour the balm of heavenly consolation. Dispel 
every cloud which sin or sorrow may have raised be- 
tween Thy genuine people and Thyself, O Thou 
Who art the hope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof in 
the time of trouble, be not to any of them as a stranger 
in the land, or as a wayfaring man that tumeth aside 
to tarry but for a night. What they know not, teach 
Thou them ; what they feel oppressing them, enable 
them to bear ; what they have net, but which Thou 
knowest to be needful for them, direct them to ask 
from Thyself. Lead each to commit his way unto 
Thee, and to cast his burden upon Thee ; and may 
the heart of every one experience, that the Lord is 
good to them that wait foe Him, to every soul that 
seeketh Him. 

Assist Thy ministering servante, O Lord, in de- 
claring Thy truth. Send into their hearts much of 
the savour and power of the Gospel ; and accompany 
their ministrations with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven. 

Lord, let Thy kingdom cornel Everywhere let 
the power of the Gospel be this day felt ; let its con- 
verts be multiplied; and let increasing and visible 
progress be made towards its glorious difiusion over 
the whole earth. Hear us, we beseech Thee, and 
accept of us. And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, on this the evening of Thy day, we desire 
to give Thee thanks for all the goodness and mercy 
which have followed us daring the course of it, and 
daring the whole period of oar past lives. We thank 
Thee for every temporal blessing, bat especially for 
oar spiritual privileges, oar religious advantages, and 
the good hope of life and immortality. Which has been 
brought to light by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
bless Thee that this day we have been permitted to 
enjoy the means of grace, to attend on the ordinances 
of Thy worship, to hear Thy holy Word, and to 
unite with Thy people in approaching Thy throne, 
and in celebrating Thy praises. 

May the sins we have this day committed be blotted 
out. In everything we offend and come short of Thy 
glory ; but especially is our sinfulness liable to mani- 
fest itself, when the necessity for restraining it is 
greatest. We lament that, when it is most our duty 
to exclude the world and its concerns from our minds, 
then the world is most apt to press its claims upon us, 
and that we are ever too ready to yield to its allure- 
ments and solicitations. Our souls cleave unto the 
dust ; but we look up to Thee, O Lord, to quicken us 
according to Thy Word. May the want of due live- 
liness in devotion, which we have this day discovered, 
be graciously forgiven. May our carelessness, and in- 
difference, and thoughtlessness, while hearing or read- 
ing Thy Word, not be laid to our charge. May all the 
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iniquity of our holy things, all the dross of onr sacrificeSi 
be graciously carried away into a land of forgetfulness, 
never to be remembered against us any more for ever. 

And not only may our sins be forgiven, but grant, 
gracious God, that an effectual remedy may be applied 
to our corruptions. May we daily become more 
sensible of the reality and value of eternal things ; and 
as risen with Christ, may we seek the things that are 
above, where He sitteth at the right hand of God. 

May we thus be taught by Thyself, and thus be 
directed to improve all our future Sabbaths, and every 
»„™,d opport,»itJ grafted ^ ,f .tt«>d»g .. Z 
things that belong to our peace. As our advantages 
multiply, may we grow in grace ; and in proportion 
to the culture bestowed on us, may our ripeness for 
heaven advance : till at length, when our Lord shall 
come and call us home, we may be found in some 
measure prepared for serving Him in His temple 
above; where we shall have no need of the sun, neither 
of the moon, to shine upon us, but where we shall see 
His face and walk in His light for ever and ever. 

With ourselves we would be mindful of our friends. 
Take them and us under Thy protection this night. 
Be the guardian of the young, the support and com- 
fort of the aged; and teach those who are in the 
enjoyment of health and strength to devote their 
advantages to Thy service. 

We pray for the universal difiusion of religious 
knowledge. May Thy way everywhere be known 
upon the earth, and let Thy saving health be extended 
to all nations. May every hindrance to the progress 
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and triumph of the Gospel be removed, and may the 
whole earth speedily be filled with Thy glory. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, O Lord ; and may the 
words of onr mouths, and the meditations of our 
hearts, find acceptance with Thee, through Jesus 
Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, in coming into Thy presence this morning, 
help us to feel that it is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto Thy name, O 
Thou most EKgh. We thank Thee for the opportunity 
we yesterday enjoyed of religious improvement, and 
of spiritual intercourse with our Christian brethren. 
We rejoice in a day set apart for the service of God ; 
and we recognise in it a proof of the kindness of Him 
Who, in compassion to our weakness, hath adopted it 
as the means of producing and reviving impressions 
by which we are raised above this present evil world, 
and advanced in preparation for the employments and 
happiness of an endless and heavenly Sabbath. 

During the course of this day and of this week, 
may the efiect of our Sabbath day's emplojrments 
appear in our temper, our language, and our deport- 
ment. Let not religion, O Lord, be with us the gar- 
ment worn only on rare and solemn occasions. Let 
it not be laid aside when the services of Thy house 
are concluded, or when the hours of Thy holy day are 
numbered. May it be our ordinary and our constant 
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garb. May it form the badge by which we are known 
in the world, and be the constant companion of our 
active as well as of our leisure hours. 

To Thee, O Lord, we look up for grace to enable 
us thus to live habitually in Thy fear. O let Thy 
Spirit bring the truths of Thy Word seasonably and 
powerfully to our recollection, while we are engaged 
in the business, and exposed to the temptations, of 
our respective situations in life. Temper our circum- 
stances, we beseech Thee, to our ability to contend 
with them ; or, if it please Thee, raise eur ability to 
the level of our circumstances } and isk whatever state 
we are, make Thy grace sufficient for us. Amidst 
the contending claims for the sovereignty of our affec- 
tions, may eur allegiance to God our Saviour remain 
unalterable and unshaken ; and when at any time we 
are ready to give place to another master, O may the 
thought of the dishonour we are about to put on Him, 
Who bears on His hands and on His side the marks 
of His love for us, bring us 'repentant back to His 
throne, and bind us with new ties to His service. 

With these sentiments, and under the influence 
of these obligations, we would enter on the business 
of this day, and of this week. Let not our footsteps 
slide. Let not mercy and truth forsake us ; but let 
integrity and uprightness preserve and direct us. 

Be very merciful to all our friends. Be bountiful 
to our benefactors; and extend Thy forgiveness to 
our enemies. Implant and cherish in us every' kind 
and benevolent disposition ; and make us the mini- 
sters of good to all around us. 
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We prajy O Lord, for the accomplishment of Thy 
promises to Thy Church and people throughout the 
world. We pray for the universal diffusion of reli- 
gious knowledge. Thine, O Lord, is the kingdom ; 
Thine also is the power. Take to Thyself Thy great 
power; and let the abundance of the sea be con- 
yerted unto Thee ; let the forces of the Gentiles come 
unto Thee ; let them bring gold and incense ; and 
let them show forth the praises of the Lord. All 
that we ask is in the name of Jesus Christ, to Whom^ 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O Thou Who art the God and the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we bless Thee for the encourage- 
ment which Thou hast given us to make our requests 
known unto Thee, and for the assurance that if we, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto our 
children, much more will our Heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. 

Pour down upon us, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 
Thy Holy Spirit as the Spirit of grace and of sup- 
plications : let Him help our infirmities ; let Him 
teach us how to pray ; let Him show us the things 
of which we stand in need ; let Him impart to us a 
sincere and earnest desire to have our wants supplied; 
and let Him inspire us with all holy confidence in 
Thy willingness to hear, and in Thy power to help us. 
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May we count prayer a privil^e. In approaching 
Thy throne, may we come as children to a fitther, and 
as the poor and helpless to a boontifol and gracious 
hene&ctoT. Destroy, we beseech Thee, the enmity 
natural to our minds, which prompts us to regard 
Thee as a hard master, and Thy service as a burden 
and a weariness. Help us to remember how many 
are our wants, how powerful our enemies, how nume- 
rous and how urgent our inducements to throw our- 
selves upon the exercise of Thy mercy, and to entreat 
the continued supply of Thine all-sufficient grace. 
Before Thee, O Lord, we acknowledge that we have 
nothing of our own. In ourselves we behold but 
emptiness and want, and in our circumstances but 
perplexity and danger. But we look up to Thee as 
our all-sufficient refuge. In Thee we rejoice to con- 
template all that we need ; and in the gifl of Thy 
Son, and in Thy promises in Him, we desire to be- 
hold the pledge of Thy readiness to exchange our 
poverty for plenty, and our sorrow for joy. 

Be it unto us according to Thy Word. We have 
nothing, but we look up to Thee Who hast all things. 
We are guilty, but we come to Thee to pardon us. 
We are polluted, but we beseech Thee to sanctify us. 
We are helpless, but we beseech Thee to strengthen 
and to uphold us. Ignorant are we, but do Thou 
instruct us ; foolish, but do Thou correct us ; prone 
to wander, but do Thou lead us. In all our ways 
let Thine eye be upon us for good. In the midst of 
our enemies, encompass us with favour as a shield. 
Let goodness and mercy follow us all the days of our 
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life, and let us dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever. 

Nor would we pray for ourselves alone. We be- 
seech Thee to bless all our relations and friends. Be 
very gracious to the young. Be pleased early to 
turn their hearts to Thyself. May they surrender 
themselves as first fruits unto the Lord ; and may 
He that formed them have mercy upon them, and 
be their God, and make them His own children 
for ever. To Thy compassion we commend the 
aged and afflicted. As natural comforts fail, may 
Divine and heavenly consolations abound yet more 
and more. Let Thy servants who are drawing nigh 
the grave, experience that, as the outward man 
perisheth, the inw^ard man is renewed day by day ; 
and that, as the ties which connect them with the 
world are giving way, they are drawn closer in affec- 
tion and in desire to their heavenly and eternal 
home. May those of Thy people whom it is Thy 
will to continue on earth, and who are blessed with 
the means of usefulness, be active in the cause of 
pure and undefiled religion ; and let their light so 
shine, that others, seeing their good works, may glorify 
their Father Which is in heaven. 

To Thy mercy we commend ourselves this night. 
And all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
glory for ever. Amen. 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 

We adore Thee, O Lord, as the only living and trae 
God — a great God and a great Eling above all gods. 
Enable us to draw near to Thee under a deep and 
reverential sense of Thy greatness and majesty. May 
a sense of our insignificance and dependence fill us 
with gratitude for the notice Thou bestowest on us, 
and the care Thou takest of us. Continually do we 
depend upon Thee for life, for breath, and for all 
things ; and continually art Thou opening Thy hand 
wide, and liberally satisfying our returning wants. 

O may a sense of Thy goodness lead us to repent- 
ance — to a sincere and godly sorrow for all our past 
transgressions, and to a hearty, earnest, and persever- 
ing determination, that henceforth, whatever others 
do, as for us we will serve the Lord. May we remem- 
ber, and may we act upon the remembrance, that we 
are not our own, and that Thou hast formed, sustained, 
protected, endowed, and blessed us, not that we should 
live unto ourselves, but that we should glorify Thee in 
our bodies and in our spirits, which are Thine. Espe- 
cially may this conviction be impressed upon our 
minds by the love Thou hast shown us in Jesus Christ 
Eemembering the fearful pit and the miry clay from 
which in mercy Thou hast delivered us ; remembering 
that Thou didst not spare Thine own Son, but didst 
freely deliver Him up for us all ; remembering that 
with Him Thou offerest, and art willing to bestow upon 
us all things, may we feel it impossible to resist the 
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claims which Thon^ our Father and our redeeming 
God, hast on us ; or to reftise making a cordial, entire, 
and perpetual surrender of ourselves to Thee, Whose 
we are, and Whom henceforward we resolve to serve. 
And may we be enabled by Thy grace to adhere to 
this our covenant, in spite of every inducement to 
break it, which our own evil heart, or a world which 
lieth in wickedness, or our great adversary the devil, 
may suggest. God forbid, that, having put our hand 
to the plough, we should ever draw back. Having 
counted the cost, may we^ successfuUy withstand every 
allurement and every solicitation, whether addressed 
to us from within or from without, to turn from the 
holy commandment. And not only may we thus be 
stedfast and immoveable, but may the supplies of Thy 
grace so meet all the exigencies of our condition, and 
prevail over the sloth and corruption of our nature, 
that we shall abound always in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as we know that our labour shall not be in 
vain in the Lord. 

Help us, we beseech Thee, this day to act on these 
sacred principles. When we leave Thy throne, and 
engage in the ordinary business of life, may we retain 
a lively recollection of our obligations to Thy provi- 
dence and grace ; and instead of abuang Thy mercies 
or foi^tting Thee in the enjoyment of them, may we 
spend this day as under the eye of God, and in the 
fall prospect of appearing before Him in judgment. 

Make us thankful, we pray Thee, for the mercies of 
the past night and of this morning. Continue Thy 
goodness towards us. May we and all who are dear 
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to US, be protected by Thy power, sanctified by Thy 
Spirit, and enabled by Thy grace to be nsefal in the 
sphere and station in which Thoa hast placed us. And 
do Thou hear us, and accept of us, and answer us, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
Sedeemer. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O LoBD, we worship Thee as the omniscient and 
omnipresent Jehovah. We adore Thee as the God 
Who hast searched us and known us, Who knowest our 
down-sitting and our up-rising, and who understandest 
our thoughts afar off. We rejoice, gracious God, that 
Thou art at no time far firom any of us. We rejoice 
that, in all our troubles and perplexities, we have Thee 
as our high tower to which we may resort ; and that 
on the strength of Thine arm, and the wisdom of Thy 
guidance, we can ever depend, in the midst of the 
snares and the dangers by which we are surrounded. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that naturally we are 
destitute of the dispositions and affections which are 
well-pleasing in Thy sight. We blush and are ashamed 
to think how much disorder in our affections, and im- 
purity in our services, must meet Thine all-searching 
eye ; and how much cause we continually afford Thee 
to turn from us in anger, and to shut up against us 
Thy compassion for ever. But we bless Thee that 
Thou art a God of mercy, and that Thou, Who knowest 
all things, and art acquainted with the depth and the 
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malignity of our comiptions, hast made Thyself known 
to OS in Jesus Christ as willing to apply a sovereign 
remedy to all the evils which sin hath brought upon 
us, to release us from its bondage, to cleanse us from 
its pollution, and to redeem us from its curse. We 
now, O Lord, look up to Thee in this gracious cha- 
racter : and we humbly beseech Thee, Who art ac- 
quainted with the variety of our wants, our weaknesses, 
our corruptions, and our dangers, to manifest Thyself 
as our Protector and Deliverer. Without Thee we 
can do nothing. And we look up to Thee to be ever 
near us, not only as the Preserver of our natural life, 
and the Dispenser of our outward blessings, but as the 
God of grace and of consolation, on Whom we con- 
tinually depend for the means of spiritual life and 
vigour. Let Thy grace daily be sufficient for us. As 
our day is, so let our strength be. Let Thine omni- 
scient eye descry danger before it reaches us. Let 
Thine omnipotent hand supply to us the place of a 
shield and a defence. Though in ourselves weak, in 
Thee may we be strong. When bewildered, may we 
hear Thy voice behind us, saying, * This is the way, 
walk ye in it.' And when our resources fail, and our 
foot slippeth, let Thy mercy hold us up. 

And not only do we beseech Thee to bless ourselves. 
We commend to Thee all our brethren of mankind. 
Especially, we beseech Thee, bless those who are bound 
to us by the ties of kindred and of friendship. May 
they and we be blessed with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. May they and we 
be protected this night, be guided by Thy counsel 
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through life, and finally be made partakers of ever- 
lasting felicity through Jesus Christ, to Whom, with 
Thee and tlie Holy Spirit, One God, be gloiy for 
ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Befobe Thee, O Lord, Who dwellest in the highest 
heavens, and Whose kingdom roleth over all, we this 
morning bow down ourselves in humility and grati- 
tude. Thou art our Father and our God, infinitely 
worthy of our veneration and our confidence. While 
Thou art saying unto us, ^ Seek ye My face,' let our 
hearts reply unto Thee, *Thy face. Lord, will we 
seek.' Let not our devotions, O Lord, be empty fi)r- 
mality. Let not the sacrifices we present to Thee be 
a heartless show. Raise our thoughts above all mean 
and frivolous concerns. Excite within us lively feelings 
of genuine and animated devotion. Remove the cloud 
which too often hangs between our souls and Thee. 
Let light from heaven shine in upon our souls ; and 
beholding Thee in the glory which belongs to Thy 
character, and which awakens the love and admiration 
of saints and angels, let us feel towards Thee as we have 
never felt towards any creature, and own fix)m the 
heart, that there is none in heaven but Thee, and none 
in all the earth whom we desire in comparison of 
Thee. 

We lament that, at the door of hearts which Thou 
didst form for Thyself, but which are so often pos- 
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sessed by trifles and yanity. Thou art ever left to 
knock in vain. We humble ourselves before Thee in 
the dust at the thonght, that the heart which ought 
to be set apart as Thy sanctuary^ is so often given up 
to foolish desires and vain imaginations, and that God 
the Lord, Whose we are and to Whom we are in- 
debted for everything, has so often reason to say, that 
He came to His own, bnt His own received Him not. 

O Lord, with Thee is all power in heaven and in 
earth, and we cast ourselves, with all the aggrava- 
tions of our case, upon Thy mercy. Thou hast the 
key to our hearts. Thou hast but to speak the word, 
and the gates of brass shall be broken in pieces, and 
the bars of iron shall be cut in sunder. Let Thy 
great power be exerted in our behalf. Bow Thy 
heavens, and come down. Enter into our hearts by 
Thy Spirit. Assert Thy sovereign right to reign 
supreme in our affections ; and make of our souls a 
peculiar and an abiding habitation, in which nothing 
shall remain, which does not bear the lively stamp of 
holiness unto the Lord. 

Not for ourselves alone do we pray for this distin- 
guished exercise of Thy power and grace. We in- 
tercede for others. We would bear upon our minds 
the condition of a world which lieth in wickedness — 
of multitudes of our fellow-creatures, immortal and 
rational like ourselves, who are living as if there were 
no God, and who are destitute of the hopes and con- 
solations of the Gospel of Christ. Look in compas- 
sion upon the dark places of the earth. And, O look 
in compassion upon the deeper darkness of the human 
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mind ; and command the light of Thy glorj as it 
shines in the face of Jesus Christ, everywhere to d{»> 
pel the thick clonds of error and of sin, in which ao 
many are involved. 

To Thy merciful regard we especially commend all 
who are united to us by the ties of nature or afiection. 
Unite them to Thy Son. Bring them to Thyself, by 
giving them Thy Holy Spirit. Make us the instru- 
ments of usefulness to them ; and, in their turn, may 
they be the means of confirming our faith, and hope, 
and love, and of not only adding to our comfort, but 
of promoting our improvement. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, O Lord ; and let Thy 
blessing this day be upon us. And all that we ask is 
in the name of Jesus Christ, to Whom, with Thee and 
the Holy Spirit, One God, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, what is man that Thou art mindful of him, 
or the son of man that Thou visitest him ? Thou didst 
crown him with glory and honour, and didst make him 
to have dominion over the works of Thy hands. But 
we lament that he has fallen from the high station in 
which Thou didst originally place him. We lament 
that he has fallen by his iniquities, and that he is no 
longer the pure and exalted creature whom Thou 
didst form for Thyself, and invest with the beauties of 
holiness. 
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Blessed be Thy name, that though the crown hath 
fidlen from our heads, and though sin hath laid our 
honours in the dust, Thou hast not despised nor ab- 
horred our misery. Blessed be Thy name, that Thou 
hast in great mercy sent Thy Son into the world, to 
bear our sins and carry our sorrows, that by His stripes 
we might be healed. O Lord, our Lord, how excellent 
is Thy name in all the earth 1 By Thy love towards 
us in Christ Jesus, Thou hast set Thy glory above the 
heavens. 

Grant, gracious God, we beseech Thee, that we may 
feel our obligations to redeeming love. And O do 
Thou, Who hast displayed Thy love towards us by the 
gift of Thy Son, consummate and crown this Thy 
great mercy, by sending Thy Spirit into our hearts. 
May He Whom the Saviour promised to His disciples 
to supply His place among them, and to bring all 
things concerning Him seasonably and effectually to 
their remembrance, be vouchsafed unto us in all His 
sanctifying and saving influences. May He open our 
understandings, soften our hearts, touch and quicken 
our affections, direct and purify our desires, and implant 
within us every holy and heavenly principle. 

O may these happy results be experienced by each 
one now in Thy presence. Naturally, O Lord, we are 
aliens from Thee, the subjects of sin, the bond-servants 
of Satan. Let not any of us be left in this degrading 
and cruel bondage. Quicken each of us to a sense of 
his natural misery and corruption. Discover to each 
the method of saving mercy. Direct us in the inquiry, 
what we must do to be saved. Lead us to the Lamb 
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of God Which taketh away the sin of the world ; and 
in reliance on His merits, and dependence on BSs 
grace, may we lose the fisars of guilt, rise superior to 
the bondage of cormption, and exult in the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 

Thus, being made firee firom sin, and become ser- 
vauts of God, may we daily have our fruit tmto holi- 
ness. May an abounding progress in the work of the 
Lord be the result of an enlarged conception and a 
happy experience of the liberty wherewith the Saviour 
makes His people free. O let us not again be entangled 
by any yoke of bondage. Let us understand clearly, 
and cherish cordially, and maintain stedfastly, the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ. Knowing for 
what ends the Saviour died, and revived, and rose 
again, and feeling daily more and more strongly our 
vast and incalculable debt of gratitude to Him Who 
loved us, and gave Himself for us, may we resist every 
tendency from within, and every temptation from with- 
out, to return again unto folly. And remembering 
that they that are His have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts, may we daily mortify the 
deeds of the body, and cultivate the fruits of the 
Spirit, and aspire in all things at having a conversa- 
tion such as becometh the Gospel of Christ. 

To Thy care and kindness we commit ourselves this 
night, and for ever. Be very gracious to us, and to 
all who are dear to us. Encompass them and us with 
favour, as a shield. And all that we ask is in the 
name and for the sake of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THUBSDAY MORNING. 

O Thou Who art glorious in holiness, and of purer 
ejres than to look upon sin, we prostrate ourselves 
before Thee in humility and reverence. Our sins, 
O Lord, are a heavy burden ; but we look to Him 
Who died upon the cross to take them away. We 
have no righteousness of our own ; but we place our 
trust in Him who is the Lord our righteousness. We 
deserve Thy wrath, and might justly be left to suffer 
the consequences of our folly and our disobedience ; 
but we commit our souls to Him Who bore our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows. Who was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities, upon 
Whom the chastisement of our peace was laid, and by 
^Vhose stripes we are healed. 

While thus, O Lord, we rely on the exercise of Thy 
mercy in Christ Jesus, we pray that a sense of the evil 
of sin may be kept alive upon our minds. In our joy 
at believing the glad tidings of salvation, may we not 
lose sight of the humility and self-abasement that be- 
come us as sinners; nor cease, while we give thanks 
to God for Jesus Christ, to lament the body of sin and 
death with which we are encumbered. Let not our 
faith degenerate into presumption, nor our hope of 
pardon make us indifferent to the folly, ingratitude, 
and danger of transgression. Bemembering the price 
that has been paid for our ransom, may we entertain a 
godly fear of fidling again under the power of sin. 
By looking upon Him Whom our sins have pierced. 
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may we acquire views of the nature, the turpitude, and 
the consequences of sin, such as we never possessed 
before ; and persuaded that sin is not onlj the cause 
of our ruin, but an evil and abominable thing, whicn 
is infinitely hateful to our Benefactor and Redeemer, 
which crucifies the Lord afresh, and does despite to 
the Spirit of grace, may we resolve, and by grace be 
enabled to be faithful to our resolution, to avoid the 
very appearance of evil, and to hate even the garment 
spotted by the flesh. 

Nor let us ever be lefl to our own resources. In 
our vigilance against sin, and in our conflicts with our 
spiritual enemies, grant us the continual aid of Thy 
Holy Spirit. Amidst our daily struggles and tempta- 
tions, may we experience that greater is He that is in 
us than he that is in the world : and, notwithstanding 
the many discouragements by which we may be tried, 
may it be our privilege always to find that the Saviour^s 
grace is sufficient for us, and that His strength is made 
perfect in our weakness. 

Take all of us under Thy protection this day. Look 
graciously also upon our friends. Unite them and 
us in Christ Jesus, as one household and one family. 
Bless all the family of the faithful scattered through- 
out the world. Increase the number of those that 
fear the Lord, and that call upon His name. May a 
common feeling of gratitude to their God and Saviour 
form a bond of hallowed and indissoluble alliance 
among all the children of God. In loving Thee, may 
they overlook lesser distinctions ; and may they all bo 
animated by one desire, that Thy name may be 
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hallowed, Thy kingdom come, and Thy will be done 
in earth as it is in heaven. And all that we ask is 
for Christ's sake, to Whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



THXJESDAY EVENING. 

O Thou Who art the Holy One of Israel, and Who 
wilt be sanctified of all that draw nigh unto Thee, 
enable us to remember that holiness becometh Thy 
servants and Thy sarvice for ever. We rejoice that 
in Christ Jesus Thou hast been pleased to manifest 
Thy mercy towards us, and to invite our approaches 
to Thee. Through Him we now draw nigh to Thy 
throne ; and humbly depending on His atonement and 
righteousness, we now beseech Thee graciously to for- 
give all our sins, to heal all our spiritual diseases, to 
supply our manifold and pressing necessities, and. In- 
stead of dealing with us as we deserve, to crown us 
plenteously with loving-kindnesses and tender mercies. 
Grant, O Lord, that a just and an affecting sense 
of our corruptions and wants may be given to us. 
Forbid that we should cherish mistaken conceptions of 
our character and attainments, imagining that we are 
something, while in truth we are nothing Let the 
natural tendency to self-deceit, which is ever apt to 
influence us in judging of our relation to Thee, and of 
our preparation for an eternal world, be restrained and 
subdued. May the veil be taken from our hearts : 
may the blindness of our understandings be removed : 
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in Thy light may we see light clearly ; and with eyes 
divinely opened and illnminated^ may we perceivei in 
its just extent, the depth of our misery as sinners, and 
the fulness, freeness, and fitness of the redemption that 
has been obtained for us by Jesus Christ. 

While thus we are persuaded that in Him is every- 
thing which our utmost wants and most enlarged 
desires can call for, may we also remember that all is 
freely oflFered ns of God, and that whosoever willeth 
may take of the water of life freely. Forbid, gracious 
God, that any of us should be unwilling to appropriate 
the blessings which Thy mercy has provided, and which 
it proffers to all in the Gospel of Thy Son. Let not 
any mistaken conception of Thy character, or of the 
purposes of the Saviour's mission, or of the individuals 
for whose use the blessings of salvation have been pro- 
cured, hinder us from accepting the calls and invita- 
tions of Thy grace. May we all hearken to the voice 
of Him in Whom it has pleased the Father that all 
fulness should dwell. May we hear Him calling upon 
us to come unto Him, that we may partake of that 
which is good* May His voice reach us as the voice 
of authority and love; and graciously grant, that, 
melted by a love that passeth knowledge, and subdued 
by an authority which we feel to be that of a Sovereign, 
we may gratefully accept the blessings which are 
presented to us without money and without price, and 
receive eternal life as the gift of God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Make us thankful, we entreat Thee, for the mercies 
of the past day. With renewed confidence in Thy 
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compassion and kindness, we now commend onr 
bodies and onr spirits to Thine almighty protection 
throngh this night Watch over ns and over all who 
are dear to ns. May Thy good providence defend 
them and ns from evil, and bestow on them and on us 
whatever may be necessary to our well-being in time 
and through eternity. And all that we ask is for 
Christ's sake. And to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

Wb will extol Thee, O God our King ; we will bless 
Thy name for ever and ever. Every day will wc 
bless Thee ; and we will praise Thy name for ever. 
We would this morning unite, O Lord, in giving 
Thee thanks for the many proofs of Thy goodness 
which we have individually experienced. Help us 
to call to mind the debt of gratitude under which 
Thou hast laid us, and to be suitably affected by all 
the goodness and truth which have marked the course 
of Thy daily providence towards us. Make us thank- 
fid for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life ; but, above all, make us thankful for our 
spiritual privileges, for the means of grace, and for 
the hope of glory. 

Blessed be Thy name, that on us the light of 
Divine revelation hath shined. Blessed be Thy name 
that to us the mercy promised to the fathers hath 
been made known^ and that to us the tidings of 
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salratioa hy Jesus Christ hare been addressed. O 
make us sensible of oar obligations, and of our re- 
sponsibility as the children of so manj merdes. 
While, through Thy goodness, it is oar priiil^e to 
enjoy the knowledge of Thy wOl, may grace be giren 
us duly to value and diligently to improve the advan- 
tages with which we are entrusted. May we not be 
hearers of Thy Word merely, but may we be doers of 
it, and believers in it — ^laying it up in our hearts, 
prizing it as hid treasure, and gi^ng all diligence to 
bring forth the fimits of it in our tempers and in our 
lives. 

O Lord, forbid that any of us should consider the 
enjoyment of outward privileges and advantages a 
reason for indifference as to the use we make of 
them. l^Iay we remember that there Ls a danger of 
neglecting that salvation which Thou hast proclaimed 
to be a great salvation ; and may we reflect, that 
if it be neglected everything is lost — that there re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries. 

May grace be given us to avoid consequences so 
awful. May we be induced by Thy Holy Spirit to 
give the more earnest heed to the things which Thy 
Word contains, lest at any time we let them slip. 
And may we live from day to day under the in- 
fluence of a salutary fear, lest a promise being left 
us of entering into rest, any of us should seem to 
come short of it. Thus, gracious God, may we build 
up ourselves in our most holy faith ; and praying in 
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the Holy Ghost, may we keep ourselves in the love 
of God, and look for the mercy of our Lord Jesos 
Christ unto eternal life. 

Through this day help us to live under the influ- 
ence of these sentiments and principles. In all we do 
may we consult Thy glory. And may Thy presence 
and blessing be abundantly with us and upon us. 

Be very gracious to all our friends. Supply all 
their need, according to Thy riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus* 

Look in compassion upon the dark places of the 
earth; and may the habitations of ignorance and 
cruelty speedily be brought within the sound, and 
under the transforming influence, of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

Hear these our humble supplications, we beseech 
Thee. Forgive our unworthiness, and accept of us, 
for the sake of Him Whom Thou hearest always ; 
and to Whom, with Thee and the blessed Spirit, One 
Gt>d, we ascribe the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 



FRroAY EVENING. 

O Lord, our Heavenly Father, Whose we are, and 
Whom we ought continually to serve, we approach 
Thee this evening under a lively impression of Thy 
goodness to us during the past day. We thank Thee 
for our preservation from danger, and for every com- 
fort and advantage in our lot. We thank Thee for 

o 
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our health of body and soundness of mind ; for onr 
friends and kindred; and for all the sources of 
domestic, social, and personal enjoyment with which 
Thou hast blessed ns. Especially we bless Thee that 
Thoa hast not left us to walk in darkness, but hast 
commanded the light of the Gospel of Thy Son to 
shine around us. May a sense of Thy goodness abide 
upon our minds, and lead us to consider the improve- 
' ment we have made of our privileges. May we be 
deeply humbled under a conviction of our past care- 
lessness and ingratitude ; and may we be led by Thy 
Holy Spirit, to apply to the Saviour to deliver us 
ftom the consequences of the guilt we have con- 
tracted, and to impart to us a new heart and a right 
spirit, that henceforward we may live devoted to Thee 
in the use and enjoyment of all Thy mercies. 

We thank Thee, gracious God, that Thou art more 
ready to hear than we are to pray, and more willing 
to give than we are to ask. Under a confiding sense 
of the faithfulness of Thy promises, we now confess 
before Thee all our sins, and lay open before Thee 
all our emptiness and wants. We come to Thee 
destitute of all things, that Thou mayest enrich us ; 
guilty, that Thou mayest pardon us ; polluted, that 
Thou mayest sanctify us; miserable, that Thou 
mayest comfort us ; helpless, and prone to wander 
and to fall, that Thou mayest take us by the hand, 
and lead us, and uphold us. 

While the rich Thou sendest empty away, may 
we be among the hungry, Whom Thou fiUest with 
good things. May such a sense of need be created 



FBIDAT EVEKIKG. 99 

within ns, that we shall hanger and thirst after 
righteousness, and desire and esteem the blessings 
of Thy grace more than onr necessary food. And 
O do Thon, Whose bounty exceeds our utmost de- 
sires, pour down upon us the abundance of Thy 
mercy ; bestow upon us those good things which 
surpass man's understanding ; accomplish in our be* 
half the great and precious promises of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ; and grant that we, who have of« 
fended Thee, may be forgiven those things of which 
our conscience is afraid, and that we, whom sin hath 
emptied of all goodness, may receive those good things, 
of the least of which we are not worthy, but through 
the worthiness of Him through Whom we now pre- 
sume to make our request known at Thy footstool. 

To Thy goodness we also commend all our con- 
nections and friends. May their hearts be under 
the influence of Thy grace. May their outward cir- 
cumstances be under the management of Thy wise 
and paternal providence. May all that they really 
need be given to them ; and may all that would 
prove hurtful to them be withheld ; and with all 
Thine appointments, as wisest and best, may they and 
we be devoutly and humbly satisfied. 

To Thy gracious protection and guidance we espe- 
cially commend the young. May those places in the 
Church and in the world, which the removal of Thy 
people leaves vacant, be filled by a new race that shall 
do Thee service. Instead of the fathers, let there come 
up the children. Nor let the room of those who have 
descended to the grave in Thy &ith and fear, be merely 
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supplied. Let the people that praise Thee be as the 
drops of dew from the womb of the morning. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, and accept of 
us, and bless us, for the sake of Jesus Christ ; and to 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, One Qod, 
be glory everlasting. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in all 
generations : before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
even from everlasting to everlasting. Thou art God. 
We rejoice that we are permitted to look up to Thee, 
not only with veneration, but with confidence, and to 
regard Thee as always the same in love, and as exalted 
to show mercy. Whilst Thou turnest man unto de- 
struction, and sayest, * Return, ye children of men;* 
while all around us is moving away, and proclaiming 
itself unfit and unworthy to be the supreme object of 
our affections — blessed be Thy name. Thou presentest 
Thyself to us, and invitest us to seek that happiness in 
Thee, which we have in vain sought to find in any of 
Thy creatures. 

Grant, gracious God, that while thus Thou callest 
on us to seek our true happiness by turning to Thee, 
our eyes may be opened to the folly and danger of 
preferring the things of time to those of eternity. 
While there be many that say, * Wlio will show us any 
good ; ' while many are ignorant of the way of salva* 
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tion and of the trae sources of genuine felicity ; while 
our own hearts, ever prone to seek enjoyment at a 
distance from God, are prompting us to apply to broken 
cisterns that can hold no water, — may we be so guided 
by Thy Spirit, so directed and influenced by Thy grace, 
that the language of our hearts shall ever be, ^ Lord, 
lift Thou upon us the light of Thy countenance, for 
this it is that shall put joy into our hearts.' 

For this purpose, grant us, we beseech Thee, clear 
views of the Gospel of Thy grace. May we see that 
we have destroyed ourselves ; and, under a deep and 
lively conviction of personal helplessness and demerit, 
may we rejoice in it as a faithful saying, and above all 
things worthy to be believed, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners. As sinners, may wo 
come to Thy Son ; and in Him may we feel towards 
Thee as our reconciled God and Heavenly Father. 
May our affections be poured out towards Thee ; and 
in Thee, and in Thy love, may they find full, and 
perpetual, and increasing repose and satisfaction. 

O grant that we may delight ourselves in God ; may 
we more and more experience the attractions of His 
love and of His character, and feel our hearts more 
powerfully drawn out towards Him, and fixed su- 
premely on Him. And loving Him thus with all our 
hearts, may our afiections be extended to all His ordi- 
nances and commandments, and to whatever is calcu- 
lated to remind us of Him, or intended to prove our 
submission to Him. 

Be with us, we beseech Thee, this day. May Thy 
hand be around us for good. Wherever we are, or 
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howerer employed, may we feel that Thoa art with 
usy and that Thy right hand npholdeth us. May our 
friends share in Thy friendship. May comfort and 
relief be afforded to the poor and the a£9icted ; and 
may a suitable blessing and great grace be voachsafed 
to all whom we should remember before Thee. And 
all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, we ascribe all 
honour and glory, both now and ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O LoBD, Thou art the God in Whom we live, and 
move, and have our being. We bless Thee for all 
Thy care and kindness, for the bounty of Thy pro- 
Tidence, the extent of Thy forbearance, and the riches 
of Thy grace. We thank Thee for bringing us in 
safety to the dose of another day, and of another week ; 
and now that we are in Thy presence, we would unite 
in grateful acknowledgments of our multiplied and 
unmerited obligations to Thy providential goodness 
and redeeming love. May the mercies of which we 
have been the objects all our life hitherto, excite us to 
diligence in Thy service ; and may the future period 
of our lives be distinguished, not more by Thy good- 
ness than by our active endeavours to dedicate our- 
selves and all that belongs to us to Thy glory. 

Now that we are about to retire to rest, help us, we 
beseech Thee, to remember our past obligations, and 
to conmiit ourselves to Thee for time and for eternity, 
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as into the hands of a merciful and faithful Creator. 
While we acknowledge Thy goodness, and bless Thee 
for the proofs of it in our past experience, we would 
look back and consider wherein we have offended 
Thee. Humble us, we pray Thee, under a sense of 
our ingratitude and sinfulness. Fill us with deep 
and heartfelt sorrow, on account both of our omissions 
of duty, and our transgressions of Thy holy law; 
and, under a deep conviction of our guilt and depravity, 
help us now to look up to Thee for the application of 
the blood of sprinkling, which speaketh peace, and 
which cleanseth from all sin. May that blood, O 
Lord, be sprinkled on our consciences, and may each 
of us experience its power to purge the conscience 
from dead works, and to qualify us for the service of 
the living God. 

In the prospect of another day of the Son of Man, 
and of a renewed approach to Thee in the services of 
Thy house, we this evening unite in supplicating a 
double portion of Thy Holy Spirit. If it please Thee, 
spare us to behold the light of Thy holy day; and 
when we awake, may we feel our minds divinely dis- 
posed and attuned for the hallowed exercises of Thy 
worship. May we enter into the rest of Thy people ; 
may we be in the Spirit on Thy day ; and may we be 
disposed and enabled by Thy grace gladly to disen- 
tangle our minds from worldly cares and worldly re- 
collections, that without reserve or distraction we may 
devote them to the work and to the praise of the 
Lord our God. 

We pray, gracious Qod, for all who shall then 
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worship with us. We praj for the whole household 
of &ith — for all its members, wherever thejr may 
be ; and we commend them, with all their diversified 
circumstances and necessities, to the care and the 
kindness of the Shepherd of Israel. Direct the 
inquiries of the young. Relieve the perplexities of 
the doubting. Bemove the ignorance of the unin- 
structed. Give hope to the desponding, and comfort 
to the mourner. Excite the slothful to diligence, and 
confirm the active and zealous in their most holy fiuth. 
Let sinners everywhere be converted. O do Thou, 
Who didst at first commission Thine apostles to preach 
the Gospel to every creature, open a way for the pro- 
gress of Thy truth even to the ends of the earth. 
Wherever it is preached, may it come not in word 
only, but in demonstration of the Spirit, and with 
power. Let it have free course and let it be glorified, 
and let all the kingdoms of this earth speedily become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and let 
Him reign for ever and ever. And now unto Him, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
glory for ever. Amen. 
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Jfottrtj^ Wittk 

SUNDAY MORNING. 

O LoBD, Thou art our God; early will we seek 
Thee; oar soul thirsteth for Thee; our flesh long- 
eth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land where there 
is no water. We bless Thee that we have been spared 
to see the light of this day ; that not only have our 
lives been prolonged, but another day of the Son of 
Man has been vouchsafed us ; and that, notwithstand- 
ing our past remissness in the improvement of our 
privileges, we are again called to go up to Thy house, 
to meet with Thy people, to hear Thy Word, and to 
unite in Thy service. 

O may a sense of Thy goodness in thus multiplying 
our privileges, and in continuing with us means and 
mercies which might justly have been taken from us, 
sink down into our minds, and awaken us from that 
spiritual slumber in which we are too apt to indulge ; 
may it stir us up to wait upon Thee in the exercise of 
all the sentiments and affections with which we ought 
to be animated in Thy presence. May Thy Word be 
sweet unto our taste, and come to each of us in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power. Let every 
prejudice that opposes its ready admission into our 
hearts be removed ; let it appear to us in its native 
majesty and glory ; and let it be felt by us to be what 
indeed it is, the Word of the living and true God, 
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which is able to make as wise unto salvation. With 
simplidtj of heart maj we heaiken to what (jod the 
Lord will be pleased to say to ns in it ; and, as new- 
bom babes, may we desire the sincere milk of the Word 
that we may grow thereby. 

In every part of our service^ may we enjoy Thy 
assistance and blessing. In all our attempts to 
praise Thee, or to hold communion with Thee> may 
we find not only that we have a great High Priest 
over the house of Grod, through Whom we have 
access to Thy throne;, but that the Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities. Through the grace of Thy Spirit, 
may we be enabled so to engage in the exerdses of 
Thy worship, and to hold fellowship with Thee in 
Thy house of prayer, that we shall have cause from 
experience to say, ^ How amiable are Thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of Hosts. Our soul longeth, yea, even fiunt- 
eth for the courts of the Lord ; our heart and our flesh 
crieth out for the living Grod.' 

With ourselves, we would be mindful of all whom 
we ought to remember in our addresses at Thy 
threne. May Thy ministering servants especially 
^njoy Thy favour and assistance in every part of their 
duty. Taught of God, may they be fully qualified 
to teach others; and through their instrumentality, 
may Thy name be hallowed, and Thy Chureh buUt 
up : may sinners be converted, and saints edified and 
comforted. 

In every part of the world, may the truth as it is 
in Jesus be proclaimed and believed. We rejoice 
in the promise, that the mountain of the Lord's house 
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shall be established on the top of the monntains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills, and that all nations 
shall flow unto it. Hasten the accomplishment of 
this Thine own Word in Thine own time; and let 
the whole earth be filled with Thy gloiy ! 

All that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
all honour and glory, both now and for evermore. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY EVENING 

O LoBD, we come before Thee this evening as Thy 
children and the sheep of Thy pasture ; and we bless 
Thee for all the goodness and mercy we have this 
day experienced in our going out and in our coming 
in. We thank Thee that we have not only had food 
convenient for us, but that Thou hast made abun- 
dant provision for the wants of our souls, and hast 
invited us to partake of the goodness of Thy house, 
even of Thy holy place. Blessed be God, that we 
have this day been reminded of the virtue of the 
Saviour^s death, and of the power of His glorious re- 
surrection; and we humbly pray, that, recognising 
in the separation of this day from the other days of 
the week, a sign and a memorial of the completion of 
that work by which sin-offering was finished, and an 
everlasting righteousness was brought in, we may 
feel renewed encouragement to place our trust in the 
Saviour, and firom faith in His blood to entertain 
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confidence toward Thee, and a good hope of eternal 
life. 

And O grant that Thy Holy Spirit, as the fruit 
of the resurrection of the Saviour, may be shed on 
us abundantly, and that under His influence all the 
considerations derived from the Saviour^s death and 
resurrection, may be made eflectual to our redemp- 
tion from the power of sin and the tyranny of 
Satan. May it be our privilege habitually to feel 
that Thy Spirit is with our spirits, counteracting the 
effect which the world is ever apt to have on us, 
applying a sovereign remedy to all the disorders of 
our nature, and disposing us both to will and to do of 
Thy good pleasure. 

We beseech thee, gracious and merciful God, to 
forgive the sins we have this day committed. Make 
us sorry for those ofiences of which we are conscious ; 
discover to us those of which we may be ignorant ; 
humble us under a sense of our sinfulness and ex- 
ceeding proneness to undervalue and misimprove our 
greatest mercies and best privileges; and help us, 
in time to come, both to guard against our besetting 
sins, and to aim with greater earnestness at glorify- 
ing Thee, by a suitable improvement of our future 
Sabbaths, and of all the other means of grace with 
which we may be favoured. 

We commend to Thy sympathy and regard such of 
our Christian brethren as have this day been neces- 
sarily prevented from waiting upon Thee in Thy 
house of prayer. Supply to them the loss of ordi- 
nances ; sanctify to them the dispensations of Thy pro- 
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yidcnce ; restore them, if it please Thee, to the enjoy- 
ment of the privileges of which, for the present, they 
are deprived; and enable them in the meantime to 
submit to Thy will, and to derive improvement from 
the means and advantages which are still within their 
reach. 

To Thy kindness and care we commend the sick 
and the afflicted, the destitute, the tempted, the sor- 
rowful, and the dying. Accommodate Thy grace to 
the necessities of all Thy children ; and, whatever be 
their outward circumstances, let the heart of every 
one rejoice that seeks the Lord. 

We commit to Thee our bodies and our spirits this 
night. Watch over us, we beseech Thee. If it please 
Thee, spare us to behold the light and to enjoy the 
comforts of another day. And be Thou our God and 
our portion for ever and ever. And all that we ask 
is for Christ's sake, to Whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, One God, be glory everlasting. 
Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, we thank Thee for our preservation during 
the past night, for the light of this day, and for the 
comfortable circumstances in which we are now per- 
mitted to meet together in Thy presence. Our souls 
would magnify the Lord, and our spirits would rejoice 
in God our Saviour. Under a deep sense of Thine 
unmerited goodness, we now lift up our souls to Thee ; 
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and as children coming to a Father to Whom they 
are indebted for eveiything, we now appear at Thy 
throne, and beseech Thee to accept the sacrifices of a 
grateful, and a contrite, and an obedient heart 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that small as is this re- 
turn for Thy goodness, we have it not of our own to 
render Thee, but must look up to Thee, not only for 
outward mercies and temporal expressions of Thy 
favour, but for the heart to love and the will to obey 
Thee. By nature our heart is cold and thankless, 
our affections set on earthly things, our whole soul 
estranged from Him that formed it* We lament that 
ours naturally is that carnal mind, which Thy Word 
hath pronounced to be enmity against Grod, and which 
is not subject to the law of Grod, neither indeed can be. 

But we rejoice that that which is beyond the force 
of nature. Thou art able by Thy mighty power to 
accomplish ; and we look up to Thee to accompany 
and to crown the many temporal blessings that enter 
into our lot, by the gifl of Thy Holy Spirit, to destroy 
the enmity that is in us, and to reconcile us to the love 
and to the law of Thee our Heavenly Father, and our 
continual Benefactor. 

In taking possession of our minds, may Thy Holy 
Spirit cast out from thence whatever exalteth itself, 
and is opposed to Thy supreme and sovereign authcHrity. 
May He illuminate what is dark, and purify what is 
polluted ; may He elevate what is mean, and correct 
what is disorderly. May He come into our souls with 
all His saving and sanctifying influences, and impart 
to our entire inner nature the character of His own 



MONDAT MOBNINO. Ill 

pure and perfect likeness. O may the temple which 
Thou didst originally consecrate for Thyself, be again 
sanctified and set apart for its rightfxd inhabitant; and 
instead of anger, and wrath, and clamour, and envy, 
and deceit, and malice, and ooTetonsness, and unclean- 
ness, may our souls be filled with the fruits of the 
Spirit, which are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. 

For this purpose, let Thy blessing follow the ser- 
rices in which we were yesterday engaged. May 
Thy Spirit take the truths we then heard, and im- 
print them on our memories, and apply them with 
saving power to our hearts. May the prayers we 
then presented at Thy footstool be answered in our 
experience during the course of this week; and may 
a sanctifying influence emanate from the exercises 
of Thy house and of Thy day, which shall accompany 
us into all places wheresoever we may go, and in all 
the occupations whatsoever in which we may engage. 

To Thy goodness we commend all whom we ought 
to remember in Thy presence. May grace, mercy, 
and peace, from God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be their portion. And do Thou graci- 
ously hear us for them, for ourselves, for Thy people, 
and for all our brethren of mankind, through Jesus 
Christ| to Whom be glory^ world without end. Ameu. 
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MONDAY EVENING. 

O LoBD, to Whom all blessing and praise belong, we 
thank Thee for our preservation daring the past daj ; 
and with a gratefiil and confiding sense of Thj past 
goodness, we commit ourselves to Thy protection and 
care through the silence of this night. O may we be 
safe under the shadow of Thy wings ; and while we 
are protected from danger, may we also be kept firom 
sin. May Thy Holy Spirit take possession of our 
minds, and carry on His work within us even when 
we seem withdrawn from the ordinary sphere of sanc- 
tifying instruction and influence. When we awake, 
may we awake not only to the pursuits and business 
of life, but to grateful thoughts of God, and to dili- 
gence in His service. And thus, by all Thy goodness 
experienced largely both by night and by day, may 
we be kept stedfast and immoveable, abounding always 
in the work of the Lord, until it be Thy will to call 
us hence, to experience yet higher degrees of Thy 
liberah'ty and love, in Thy house and kingdom above. 
Witli ourselves, we would be mindful in Thy pre- 
sence of all with whom we have this day had any 
intercourse. To Thy paternal regard and all-suffi- 
cient grace, we commend our connexions and friends. 
Nor would we limit our prayers to them alone : we 
beseech Thee to look favourably upon all our brethren 
of mankind. Before Thee, O Lord, unto Whom all 
hearts are open, all desires known, and from Whom 
no secrets are hid, we lament the many disorders that 
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abound in society. May Thy grace afford an all- 
powerfhl check to the prevalence of iniquity. We 
thank Thee that Thou hast turned the hearts of so 
many to Thyself. And we humbly pray that the 
transforming and renovating power of Thy Word and 
Spirit may daily become more decidedly apparent, 
both in the circle in which we move, and among the 
various kindreds and nations that dwell upon the 
face of the whole earth. 

O Lord, we rejoice that Thou hast promised that 
the earth shall finally be full of the glory of the Lord, 
and that all the ends of the earth shall see Thy salva- 
tion. Hasten the accomplishment of this Thy promise 
in Thine own time. And, as Thou workest by instru- 
ments, excite Thy people to more fervent prayers, and 
to more zealous exertions, that Satan's kingdom may 
be destroyed, the kingdom of grace advanced, and the 
kingdom of glory hastened. 

Li every place where Thy Word is preached, let it 
be accompanied with power from on high. Overlook 
and pardon the weakness of instruments ; and though 
the treasure be in earthen vessels, let the excellency 
and the power manifestly be of God. 

Where the Gospel is not preached, nor its joyful 
sound known, open a way for its progress and propa- 
gation. Let nothing be permitted successfully to 
withstand its diffusion among all the families of man- 
kind. As all need its blessings, may it come as an 
angel of God to the dwellings of all : may it run, and 
have iree course, and be glorified ; that as sin hath 
everywhere reigned unto death, so may grace also in 

H 
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like manner reign through righteousness onto eternal 
life, by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

These our prayers, gracious God, we humbly pre- 
sent at Thy footstool. Hear us in heaven Thy dwell- 
ing-place ; and, when Thou hearest, forgive ; and 
let the greatness of Thy mercy exceed the narrow 
measure of our defective petitions, for the sake of Thy 
dear Son, for Whom we bless Thee ; and to Whom, 
with Thee, O Father, and Thee, O eternal and ever- 
blessed Spirit, One Jehovah, be all honour, might, 
majesty, and dominion ascribed, both now and ever. 
Amen. 

TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord our God, Who in the works of Thy hand 
hast shown to us Thy greatness and Thy might; 
to Thee, Who art all-powerful, we at this time come 
with all our weakness and infirmity, and we im- 
plore of Thee not only mercy to pardon, but grace to 
help us in our time of need. We have often done 
wickedly in Thy sight, and need Thy forgiveness; 
but while we bless Thee that with Thee there is for- 
giveness that Thou mayest be feared, we look forward 
to the future, and acknowledge, that unless Thou help 
us, we shall daily be trespassing on the exercise of 
Thy mercy, and that our iniquities like the wind shall 
carry us utterly away. 

Unto Thee, therefore, O Lord, do we cry ; be 
Thou the God of our defence. Inspire us, we entreat 
Thee, with a profound and lively sense of our own 
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insufBciency. Convince us that of ourselves we can- 
not think a good thought, nor do a sincerely holy 
act ; and lead us, under a powerful conviction of per- 
sonal poverty and weakness^to Him on Whose shoulder 
Thou hast laid the government of the house of David, 
Who opens and none shuts, and shuts and none opens. 
We rejoice that to Him we are invited at all times to 
come ; and that from Him we are encouraged at all 
times to ask those blessings of which we are daily 
discovering our need. Out of His fulness may we 
receive, even grace for grace. And by Him and by 
His Spirit, may we be strengthened with all might in 
the inner man. 

O Lord, maintain upon our minds an habitual 
impression of the necessity of living in close union to 
Him, if we would rise superior to our weakness, and 
obtain a habitual victory over our corruptions and our 
spiritual enemies. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine, may we remem- 
ber, no more can we, except we abide in Christ. 
Deeply impressed with our own weakness and His 
all-sufficiency, may we cultivate a progressively closer 
fellowship with Him, and aim at a more intimate and 
experimental knowledge of Him in all His gracious 
and saving relations — as our Prophet to instruct, our 
Priest to sanctify, and our King to defend, to govern, 
and to exalt us. Crucified with Christ, may we 
nevertheless live, and may the life we live in the flesh 
be by the faith of the Son of God ; and may it not 
be so much we that live, as Christ that liveth in us. 

And grant, gracious God, that this day we may 
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act on these principles, and enjoy this experience. 
May the prevailing sentiment of our hearts be love 
to Him Who loved us, and gave Himself for us ; and 
the prevailing aim of our conduct, the glory of Him 
Who bought us with a price, and Who hath made us 
His own. Let us not be discouraged by fears within, 
or fightings without — by the strength of our corrup- 
tions or the assaults of our spiritual adversaries. 
Help us to remember, and cause us to feel, that 
greater is He that is for us than all they that can be 
against us; and in the strength of Him Who hath 
said, ' I will never leave thee nor forsake thee,* may 
we encounter trial, perform duty, or endure chasten- 
ing, as the will of our Father and our God may be. 

Now, unto Him Who is able to exceed our requests, 
be glory for ever, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, we come before Thee this evening deeply 
sensible of our obligations to Thy goodness and mercy. 
Thou hast created, preserved, and redeemed us ; we 
are wholly Thy property — the work of Thy hands, 
the objects of Thy bounty, and the monuments of 
Thy forbearance. 

What have we which we have not received t And 
what is there which Thy liberality has bestowed, 
which we have not forfeited, and which Thou mightest 
not justly take from us t Our iniquities testify against 
us. Thou hast nourished and brought us up as cbil- 
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dreni and we have rebelled against Thee ; yet Thou 
hast been slow to mark oar iniquities, or to call us to 
account for our unprofitableness and unworthiness. 
As a father pitieth his children, so hast Thou pitied 
and spared us. 

May a sense of Thy goodness lead us to repentance. 
Not only hast Thou borne with us in the midst of 
multiplied and aggravated provocations, but Thou 
hast magnified Thy mercy by laying the burden of 
our iniquities upon Thine own Son, and sending Him 
into the world to suffer and to die in our room and in 
our behalf. We bless God for His unspeakable gift ; 
and we entreat that Thy love to us in Him may be 
daily more and more fshed abroad in our hearts, by 
the Holy Ghost given unto us. Mc^rit fill our whole 
minds, influence our whole conduct, and, by its hal- 
lowed ardour, consume and destroy every interfering 
and unworthy affection. O may we be weaned from 
the world, by learning to love Him supremely Who is 
better to us than ten thousand worlds ; and, actuated 
by this new and divine principle of devoted affection 
for Him Who first loved us, may we pass through Ufe 
as pilgrims and strangers, not moved by the sorrows 
and changes that may befall us in our progress to 
another and a better world. Regarding everything 
as appointed and overruled by God — ^whether we be 
sorrowful or rejoicing ; whether our lot be prosperous 
or adverse ; whether, in the course of providence, we 
be lifted up or cast down — may we equally acknow- 
ledge with gratitude the hand of a Father in the 
good or the evil with which it may please Him to try 
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US. Never, O Lord, let us forget that He with Whom 
we have to do is infinitely wiser than we, and that all 
His ways towards His people are in mercy and truth. 
Assured of His love, and relying on His wisdom, may 
we feel that our lot is safest and best in His hands ; 
and in whatsoever state we are, therewith may we be 
content. Thus, O Lord, enable us to pass through 
the wilderness of this life, leaning upon Thee : look- 
ing up to Thee for guidance ; depending upon Thee 
for safety ; casting all our care upon Thee ; and study- 
ing more and more to merge and lose our wills in 
Thine, so that Thy will may be done by us on earth 
as it is done in heaven. 

We beseech Thee, gracious God, to be with us 
this night. Bless, we pray Thee, all our relations 
and friends. May they and we be safe under the 
shadow of Thy wings ! And may great grace be 
upon them and upon us continually, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, our Father and our God, and the rock of 
our salvation, who is a strong Lord like unto Thee, 
and to Thy faithfulness round about Thee 1 Enable 
us, we beseech Thee, to worship in Thy fear ; and 
while we look up to Thee with humble and reveren- 
tial awe, may we also experience the blessedness of 
the people who know the joyftd sound, and who walk 
in the light of Thy countenance. In Jesus Christ 
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may we behold the glory of Thy character ; and in 
Thee, as revealed to as through Him, may we rejoice 
all the day, exalting in Thee as the glory of our 
strength, and placing our confidence in Thee, as the 
Holy One of Israel, our King. 

Through Him, may each one now in Thy presence 
be justified from all things, be sanctified by Thy 
Holy Spirit, be received into the number of Thy chil- 
dren, and be made partakers of every benefit which 
flows from the death, the resurrection, the interces- 
sion, and in due time, the second coming of our Lord. 
Let not any of us, by indifference, by unbelief, by love 
of worldly pleasure, by the pursuit of worldly advan- 
tages, or by any other cause, exclude himself from a 
participation in the great and precious blessings of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As to each of us the 
invitations of the Gospel are addressed, may each 
thankfully and joyfully hearken to the heavenly 
message. May Thy Holy Spirit open our under- 
standings to understand and appreciate the value of 
heavenly and spiritual blessings ; may He inspire us 
with a holy disrelish for the mere pleasures of sense 
and time ; may He direct us to the Saviour as the 
source in which it hath pleased the Father that all 
fulness should dwell ; and may He dispose and en- 
courage us to place that simple, child-like, confiding, 
and affectionate faith in Him, which is the pledge 
of our receiving from Him all the blessings of re- 
demption. 

Begin, we beseech Thee, in the heart of each of 
us Thy good work ; carry it forward, if it be already 
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began. Give effect to all the means oi gnure in our 
experience. Direct us in our choke and use of 
means. Be a shelter and a defence to ns firom oor 
spiritoal enemies ; restrain them in their endeavours 
to entice us from the path of dutr, or to overpower 
us by the force of sadden and strong tempta&m. 
Excite in us, O Lord, a continaal distrust of oor- 
selveSy and inspire us with a holy and stedfiist depend- 
ence on Thy grace and power. Dispose us day by 
day to read Thy word, to plead Thy promises, to 
realize Thy presence, to meditate on Thy love, and 
to live by the faith of the Son of God. Thus, graci- 
ous and heavenly Father, keep alive within us the 
principles of spiritual life ; weaken and destroy the 
passions and tendencies of our siniul naturo ; with- 
draw us from the power of this present evil world ; 
and prepare us for the holiness and the happiness of 
Thy kingdom. 

This day let Thy work and power proceed in our 
experience. May each of us be sensible that the 
hand of our God is upon us ; that He is supplying 
us with fresh strength for duty or for trial ; that He 
is making plain His way before us ; and that He is 
carrjung us forward to the completion of His gracious 
purposes in our behalf, in Christ Jesus. All that 
we ask is for Christ's sake ; and to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory. 
Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

Our Father Which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name. Enable us to worship Thee under a deep 
sense of Thy glory and excellence ; may we remem- 
ber Who Thou art; and while angels and blessed 
spirits fall prostrate before Thy throne, in humble 
adoration of Thy perfections, may we, the creatures 
of yesterday, lie low at Thy footstool, in astonishment 
at the condescension and grace of Him, Who, though 
the Creator and Sovereign of the universe, yet per- 
mits us to approach Him with confidence, and to 
call Him our Father. 

With the hearts of children, enable us at this time 
to draw nigh to Thy throne. While sensible that in 
ourselves we are altogether unworthy to lift up our eyes 
to the place where Thou dwellest — unworthy to ask 
for the smallest mercy, and undeserving of anything 
but the visitations of Thy displeasure, may we also 
feel that in Jesus Christ we have an advocate with the 
Father, Whom the Father heareth always, and Whose 
applications the Father will never refuse to answer. 
Committing our cause to Him, may we feel per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which we have com- 
mitted to Him ; and in full assurance of His ability to 
save to the uttermost, may we rise above every slavish 
fear, and joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as our God and the God of our salvation. 

And grant, O Lord, that we may carry this en- 
larged and filial spmt into the discharge of every 
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duty, and be sustained by it under the pressure of 
every trial and affliction. Begarding Ghxl as our 
God, may we welcome every opportunity of serving 
and glorifying Him. May we hesitate at no act of self- 
denial, and repine at no degree of suffering, by which 
the strength of our devotedness to God our Saviour 
may be tried. O grant that, in the midst of all the 
calls that may be made on our faith and patience, we 
may ever rejoice and be glad in the thought that it is 
the will of our Heavenly Father we are accomplishing 
and that the discipline which He appoints is necessary 
to fit us for the inheritance which, as His children, 
He is preparing for us. 

We give Thee thanks, gracious God, for the many 
proofs we have already experienced of Thy fatherly 
goodness. We thank Thee for the temporal tokens we 
are daily receiving of Thy regard ; but above all, we 
bless Thee for Jesus Christ, Thine unspeakable gift, 
and for all Thy loving-kindness displayed to us in Him. 
Let Thy good hand be around us this night. Under 
a confiding sense of Thy goodness, we now commit 
our bodies, our spirits, and all that concerns us, to 
Thy protection. Be with us and with all who are 
dear to us. Be their God, and our God, for ever and 
ever. And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

We approach Thee, O Lord, as the Most High over 
all the earth; and we adore Thee as infinitely ex- 
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alted above our praises and conceptions. We rejoice 
that Thou art not only great, but good ; that Thou 
not only dwellest in eternity, but hast a temple in 
every contrite heart; that Thou art not only the 
Lord of angels and of men, but the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in Him the covenant 
God and Father of all who believe. 

With sorrow and self-abasement, we would reflect 
on our state as sinners. We acknowledge before 
Thee, that we have fallen by our iniquities. We are 
not in the condition in which Thou didst originally 
create our nature : by transgression we have wandered 
to an awful distance from Thee; we have lost the 
desire to know, the heart to love, and the will to 
glorify Thee. 

But what shall we say, O Lord, when we think of 
the abounding mercy of our Godl Where sin abounded, 
glory be to God, grace hath much more abounded. 
We rejoice that the circumstances which displayed 
the vileness and unworthiness of our nature, have been 
made to afford the most glorious evidences of Thy for- 
giving mercy, and that out of the ruins of our fall. 
Thou hast raised an eternal monument to the praise 
of the glory of that grace wherein we are accepted in 
the Beloved. 

We pray, gracious God, that we may be enabled to 
look into the mystery of redemption with minds pro- 
foundly impressed with the glory of those perfections 
that shine in every part of it. We would regard it 
as a mystery, the wonders of which can never be ex- 
plored, as a revelation of the greatness and goodness 



124 FOURTH WEEK. 

of Thy character, which can never cease to afford new 
objects of admiration, and new themes of praise. And 
while angels desire to look into these things, O may 
we remember the nearer and deeper interest which 
we ought to take in them. May we regard them, not 
as speculations, but as all-important realities ; not as 
a series of wonders in which we have no interest, but 
as truths affecting the life and happiness of our souls 
for eternity. In the plan of redemption, may we be- 
hold a plan formed to save us ; in Jesus Christ, may 
we recognise the Divinely-appointed Redeemer and 
Friend of our souls ; in the invitations of the Gospel, 
may we hearken to the calls of God addressed to our- 
selves ; and in the promises and offered benefits of the 
Gospel, may we discern the blessings adapted by Divine 
wisdom for the recovery and happiness of our souls. 

And while thus, O Lord, we take these views of 
the glorious plan of redeeming love, may it be our 
anxious and habitual concern to obtain and to pre- 
serve a personal and saving interest in it. By faith 
may we be united to the Saviour ; and through Him 
may we become partakers of all the blessings which 
He died to procure, and which He now lives to dis- 
pense, and which are presented to us in all their ful- 
ness in the Gospel of Thy grace. Believing in Him, 
may we receive continually from Him, and grow up 
unto Him in all things ; attaining daily a closer re- 
semblance to Him, living daily less unto ourselves and 
more unto Him, and becoming progressively better 
prepared to meet Him at His coming, and to be with 
Him where He is, through endless ages. 



THUBSDAY EVENING. 125 

Be with as, we pray Thee, through this day. May 
we and all who are dear to us experience Thy care, 
enjoy the bounties of Thy providence, and share in 
the riches of Thy grace. Let goodness and mercy 
follow lis all the days of our life ; and let us dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever. Hear us, we beseech 
Thee, O Lord, and accept of us, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, to Whom, with Thee and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, be glory everlasting. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O LoBD, at the close of another day, we desire to 
give Thee thanks for our preservation, and for all the 
comforts of our lot. Thou hast been with us to pro- 
tect us from dangers which we could neither foresee 
nor prevent. It is Thy hand that hath been opened 
to supply our returning necessities ; and it is because 
Thy compassions fail not, that, notwithstanding our 
folly and ingratitude, we have been brought in safety 
to the close of this day, and are now permitted, in 
confiding reliance on Thy goodness, to commit our 
bodies, our spirits, and all our interests, into Thy 
hands this night, for time and for eternity. 

Accept, we beseech Thee, the thanksgivings of our 
hearts, for all Thy past goodness. Pardon, we pray 
Thee, the coldness of our thanks, and the insincerity 
that is ever apt to mingle with our gratitude. And 
O do Thou, Who art the Author and Giver of all 
that b spiritually as well as temporally good, add to 
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the value of Thine oatward gifts, by teaching ns to 
see Thee in them all, to accept of them as fix>m Thj 
hand, and to use them to Thy glory. 

We lament before Thee, O Lord, the sins we haye 
this day committed. We lament oar evil natnre, 
and our constant proneness to fall into the commission 
of what is displeasing to Thee, our bountiful Bene- 
factor, and our omniscient Witness. We lament 
before Thee all the disorders of our minds, all the 
irregularities of our practice, all our known and all 
our secret offences. Unto us, O Lord, belong shame 
and confusion of face. Labouring and heavy laden 
by reason of our remembered unworthiness, we would 
lay aside every high thought and every lofty imagi- 
nation ; we would submit ourselves to the righteous- 
ness which is of God by faith; and renouncing all con- 
fidence in ourselves or in any refuge of lies, we would 
come unto Thee through Him Who is the way, and 
the truth, and the life, and Who is able to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God by Him. 

We rejoice to know and to be assured, that with 
Him there is forgiveness. We rejoice that His name 
is Jesus, because He saves His people from their sins. 
Blessed be His name, there is no sinner desirous of 
being saved who is not warranted to throw himself 
uj)on the exercise of His compassion, and to believe 
that Ho will receive him graciously and love him 
freely. 

Through Him, O Lord, we desire to come unto 
Thee ; and, for His sake, we beseech Thee to wash us 
from our iniquity, and to cleanse us from our sin. 
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Let not oar sins stand between us and Thee^ darken- 
ing oar views of Thy character, and damping oar 
hopes of Thy mercy. Let them not be as a cloud, 
intercepting the beams of Thy favour, and excluding 
as from that comfortable sight of Thy countenance, 
that reviving and animating sense of Thy gracious 
presence, and that invigorating and joyfal experience 
of the influences of Thy Spirit, without which we can 
neither be safe nor happy. 

And while Thou forgivest our sins, be pleased also, 
O Lord, to deliver us from the dominion of sin it- 
self. Let not sin reign in our mortal bodies. May 
its influence over us daily be more and more weakened. 
And may it be our experience that the salvation of 
the Gospel is complete ; extending to the character 
as well as to the state, and consisting not more in 
redemption from the fear of hell, than in preparation 
for the bliss of heaven. 

To Thee, O Lord, as our covenant God in Jesus 
Christ, we this night commit ourselves. Be gracious 
to our friends. Licrease the number of Thy faithful 
people. Accompany the means of grace everywhere 
with an abundant and effectual blessing. Let Thy 
Spirit be poured out from on high, and let the time 
be hastened when the kingdoms of this earth shall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. 
And all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, bo 
glory for ever. Amen. 



128 FOURTH WEEK. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, we come before Thee this mornings believ- 
ing that Thou art, and that Thou art the Rewarder of 
them that dih'gently seek Thee. Help us, we beseech 
Thee, not only to worship in Thy fear, but to delight 
ourselves in Thee, and to pour out our hearts before 
Thee, in a spontaneous current of devout affection 
and holy child-like confidence. 

And, while the desires of our souls are towards 
Thee, and towards the remembrance of Thy name, 
be pleased, O Thou That art seated on high, to bend 
a propitious ear to the voice of our supplications. 
Our praises cannot exalt Thee, yet accept of them ; 
our thanksgivings fall infinitely short of our obliga- 
tions, yet let them come up before Thee as our 
bounden service and willing tribute ; and though, in 
our confessions of sin, we may discover much self- 
ignorance, and much misconception of the evil of 
the sins we acknowledge ; and though in our petitions 
we may betray the carnality and earthliness of our 
dispositions, yet let the greatness of Thy mercy over- 
look and forgive the many defects of our addresses at 
Thy throne, and suffer them to ascend before Thee as 
incense, and as an acceptable sacrifice. 

We bless Thee, that though we are sinful and have 
done wickedly, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. Blessed be the name of 
our God, that He Who assumed our nature, and 
bore the burden of our sins, is infinitely mighty to 
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save ; and that, as in the days of His flesh He travelled 
in the greatness of His strength, so, now that He hath 
ascended to His throne, and hath all things put under 
Him, He is infinitely able to save to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by Him. We rejoice to look 
back to the days of His humiliation, when, as the 
suffering Lamb of God, He took away the sin of the 
worid. Nor with less joy and holy exultation, would 
we now look up to Him, as the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne, before Whom all the hosts of heaven 
bend in prostrate adoration, ascribing blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, unto Him and to His 
Father. 

We rejoice that such an High Priest is ours, in 
Whom we may confide. We rejoice that the arm to 
which we look for deliverance, is the arm of omnipo^ 
tence; that the wisdom on which we depend for 
counsel, is the wisdom which planned the universe, 
and which is unerring ; that the blood through which 
we hope for pardon, is the blood of God's own Son ; 
and that the salvation by which we are to be saved 
from hell and raised to heaven, has been procured, 
and is now dispensed, by one Whom the Father hath 
highly exalted, and to Whom He hath given a name 
that is above every name. 

Sejoicing in Him, and depending on Him, we 
would proceed through life. And we beseech Thee, 
gracious God, to grant that the lives which are spent 
in professed faith in His merits and in dependence on 
His grace, may be devoted to His praise. This day, 
and eveiy day we live, may we make it our business 

1 
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to cleave closer to Him, to receire mcve abmidaiidj 
finom Him, and to empkj the gifts of His boon^, 
and the commnnications of His gnce^ in a way' that 
shall contribute to His ^orj. May He help us when 
we are weak; comfort ns when we are sorrowfid; 
direct ns when we are perplexed ; and sensible that 
in Him are all onr well-springSy that firom Him are 
all our comforts, that with Him we hare all things 
and abound, while without Him we are nothing — 
may we cultivate firom day to day a closer communion 
with Him, and make Him all onr desire Wh(Hn we 
acknowledge to be all onr salvation. 

Now unto Him that loved us, and washed ns finom 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made ns kings 
and priests unto God and His Father, to Km be 
gloiy and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

We will bless Thee, O Lord, at all times ; and Thy 
praise will we have continually in our mouths. Our 
soul will make her boast in Thee, and all that is 
within us will bless and magnify Thy name. We 
thank Thee for what Thou hast been to us in the 
days that are past ; for the mercies that still flow to 
us from Thy gracious hand ; and for all those bright 
and happy prospects that have dawned upon us in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Thanks be to Thy name for 
our personal experience of Thy kindness; for the 
tenderness that watched oyer our infant years; for 
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the mercy that appointed our lot in a land of religions 
knowledge and improvement; for the patience that 
bore with our perverseness and self-K^onfidence in the 
season of childhood and youth ; for the wise and 
paternal providence displayed in the circumstances of 
our outward condition ; for the unceasing vigilance 
that hath guarded us fix)m danger ; and for the daily 
and hourly Kberality that strews our path with mer- 
cies and loving-kindnesseS) though we are not worthy 
of the least of them. 

Andy O Lord, have we not other and higher mer- 
cies to acknowledge ? Hast Thon not given us Thy 
Son to redeem us fix)m the lowest hell? And hast 
Thou not with Him promised freely to give us all 
things requisite to prepare us for the transcendent 
bliss of heaven ? We thank Thee for every impression 
which Thy Holy Spirit may have made upon our 
minds, whereby the unspeakable value of heavenly 
and eternal blessings has been recognised by us ; and 
the desire to obtain them, and the purpose of heart 
to seek after them, have been awakened within us. 
O may the impressions Thou hast already been 
pleased to make upon our minds, be renewed, and 
deepened, and confirmed. 

Though the world may tempt us to forget that we 
have souls, and that there is another world for which 
we have to prepare, may we steadily look forward, 
and anticipate the hour, when all that are in their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of Man, and 
shall come forth, they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto 
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the resttnectioii of damnation. In the midst of those 
who are absorbed in the pursuit of objects that are 
soon to lose their value^ and who spend their time in 
asking, ^ What shall we eat, and what shall we drink, 
and wherewithal shall we be clothed T' O may we, 
inspired by the truest wisdou^ ponder the inquiry, 
^ What most we do to be saved T' and act upon the 
answer which in mercy Thou hast been pleased to 
make to it, by believing in the name of Thy Son, 
Jesus Christy as Thou hast given us commandment 

Our hearts, O Lord, are evil and deceitful, but do 
Thou restrain, and renew, and turn, and direct them. 
Let them not mislead us ; let them not impose on us ; 
let not their native indisposition to what is spiritual 
make us indifferent ; let not their native pride make 
us unwilling to accept of a free salvation ; let not 
their native insincerity induce us to be satisfied with 
imperfect and transient signs of grace. 

Be Thou, O gracious Parent of all good, the author 
of our religion. Place it deep in our hearts. Let it 
be founded on humility, cemented by fiuth, animated 
by love, and crowned by all the fruits and works of 
the Spirit. What Thou hast begun be pleased to 
carry on. Watch over Thine own work : add daily 
whatever may be necessary to its progress and com- 
pletion ; supply what may be lacking in it ; and bring 
it forth at last, a glorious production of Thy grace 
and power — a source of endless thanksgiving fix>m us, 
of admiration to angels, and of honour to Thy great 
name. 

Be with us, we entreat Thee, during this night 
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Watch over ns and over all who are dear to us* 
And all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be gloiy and 
honour, dominion and power, both now and for ever. 
Amen. 



SATUEDAY MORNING. 

O Thou by Whom we have been preserved daring 
the past night, we come before Thee this morning 
with thanksgiving, and rejoice in Thee as the rock of 
our salvation. We thank Thee that Thou hast been 
pleased to bring us to the light of this day. But, 
above all, we bless Thee that, through the tender 
mercy of our God, the day-spring from on high hath 
also visited us, to give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet in the way of peace. Grant, O Lord, that we 
may rejoice in this light, and come to it, and walk in 
it. And O do Thou, Who art the Father of lights, 
and the giver of every good and perfect gifl, be 
pleased, not merely to confer upon us the outward 
means of grace, but to send Thy Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, to render these means effectual for our im- 
provement and salvation. Let it not be the condem- 
nation of any now in Thy presence, that light hath 
come into the world, but that we have loved darkness 
rather than light, because our deeds were evil. By 
Thy grace, may our souls become the seats of Divine 
and heavenly light ; let the light of Thy gloiy as it 
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shines in the face of Jesus Christ, shine into oar 
minds ; and beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, may we be changed into the same image, firom 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Let Thy hand be around us this day for good. 
May the goodness which hath marked all Thy deal- 
ings with us continue to follow us. May a blessing 
accompany all the bounties of Thy providence ; and 
may Thy grace also enable us to derive profit from all 
the dispensations by which we may be exercised and 
tried. Incline us, in our respective spheres, to aim at 
Thy glory. Let us not fall under the power of any 
sin; but with every temptation grant us a way of 
escape, or impart to us the needful strength, that we 
may be able to bear it. Under the crosses and vicis- 
situdes that may try our temper and our patience, 
help us to keep in view the example of our blessed 
Lord, and, in all our intercourse with mankind, to 
tread in the footsteps of Him who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in His mouth ; Who, when He was 
reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He 
threatened not, but committed Himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously. 

Be very gracious, we beseech Thee, to all our 
friends. Sanctify them by Thy Holy Spirit. May 
each of them be a member of Jesus Christ, united to 
Him by a living faith, and a partaker, through that 
union of all the privileges and hopes of the children of 
God. 

Dwell in our native land. Let Thy blessing rest 
on the head of Thy servant our sovereign the Queen. 
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Connsel our Queen's counsellors, and teach the sena- 
tors wisdom. Endow all rulers and magistrates with 
the spirit of their office ; and difiuse among all ranks 
and conditions of men the principles of the Gospel of 
Christ. Multiply everywhere the number of Thy 
faithful people; accompany Thy Word with power 
firom on high ; and hasten the time when the wilder- 
ness and the soUtary place shall be glad for it, and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

These our prayers we present at Thy footstool^ 
pleading the merits and relying on the all-prevailing 
intercessions of our great High Priest, Who, with 
Thyself and the Holy Spirit, is One God, to Whom 
be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thou art our God, and we will praise Thee, 
our fathers' God, and we will exalt Thee. At the 
dose of this day and of this week, we desire to re- 
member all the way by which Thou hast led us, and 
to acknowledge with gratitude our unceasing obliga- 
tions to Thy liberality and goodness. From the 
moment we came into existence to the present hour. 
Thou hast watched over us. From day to day. Thou 
hast given us our daily bread. Thou hast protected 
us in the midst of many unseen dangers ; Thou hast 
delivered us from innumerable evils, and bestowed 
upon us countless mercies; and by Thy good hand 
upon us, we are now among the living to praise Thee, 
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notwithstanding the many perils to which we have 
been exposed, and notwithstanding onr anw<Mthinen 
of the care and forbearance which Thou hast been 
pleased to exercise towards ns. 

We give Thee thanks, gracious Gk>d, for all the 
circumstances that enter into our lot. Blessed be 
God, that we are not limited in our views to this pre- 
sent world, nor required to seek a portion for our souls 
among its frail and perishing possessions. Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who, 
according to His abundant mercj, hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance incor^ 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for us. 

May our hearts acknowledge the value of these 
hopes and prospects ; and instead of setting our affec- 
tions on things below, may we be raising them to 
those that are above. May the concerns of religion 
become more and more the business of our lives, and 
the care of our souls the one thing needful. In the 
midst of all the temptations by which we may be 
assailed from prosperity or adversity, may we main- 
tain a stedfast and an onward course. And as day 
follows day, and week succeeds week, may our pro- 
gress in the way to heaven advance ; till at length, 
through the grace of Thy good Spirit, we be found in 
some measure meet for entering in within the gate 
into the city, and for participating in those joys 
which are at Thy right hand, and which are for ever- 
more. 
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To Thee and to Thy merdfiil protection we now 
commend ourselves this night. Prepare us, we en- 
treat Thee, for the services and engagements of Thy 
holy day. May we be in the Spirit on Thy day; 
may we rejoice when it is said to us, ^ Gro up to the 
house of the Lord ;' and may our manner of spending 
Thy day, and of attending on the ordinances of Thine 
appointment, be in anticipation of that eternal Sabbath 
which is reserved for Thy people in heaven. 

Let Thy special blessing be upon Thy ministering 
servants ; may Thy Church everywhere be built up. 
May Thy people be multiplied; and may their zeal, 
their exertions, and their prayers, in behalf of the 
interests of the Bedeemer^s kingdom, be crowned with 
a rich and an effectual blessing. Let those who 
have gone forth to preach the Gospel in distant and 
heathen lands be assisted and comforted by Thee in 
all their labours of love, and under all their trials and 
privations, their disappointments, their fears, and their 
sorrows. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, gracious God, and 
accept of us and bless us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
to Whom, with Thee and the Holy Spirit, One God, 
be gloxy for ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Thou art over all, and art rich in mercy 
nnto all that call upon Thee. On this, the morning 
of Thy day, we desire to separate oorselves for Thy 
service. We acknowledge our sinful proneness to 
confine our views to this present world, and our fool- 
ish tendency to adopt as a portion the objects and 
enjoyments which disappoint our expectations, and 
which perish in the using. We thank Thee that in 
mercy Thou hast interposed a check to the worldly 
tenor of our desires and pursuits. O may we be in 
the Spirit on this Thy day I May we fully enter into 
its hallowed design ; and may He to Whom the day 
belongs, graciously be pleased to meet with us and 
bless us. As the good Shepherd of the sheep, who 
knoweth His flock by name, may He sufier none of 
us to want. May He lead us in green pastures and 
by still waters, and cause each of us to experience 
that Thine ordinances are as a fountain of gardens, a 
well of living springs, and streams fh)m Lebanon. 

Thou art acquainted with the circumstances and 
peculiar necessities of each one now before Thee. 
May He who feeds His flock like a shepherd, gather 
the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His 
bosom. May He vouchsafe His presence and grace 
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to all with whom we shall worship ; and as a shepherd 
seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among 
his sheep that are scattered^ so let Him seek out His 
people everywhere, and adapt Himself this day to 
their diversified cases and wants. May He seek that 
which was lost, and bring again that which was driven 
away: may He bind up that which is broken, and 
strengthen that which is sick ; upon the high moun- 
tains of Israel may He cause their fold to be, and 
in a good pasture may He feed them. May one 
Shepherd be over them, Who shall feed them, even 
Thy servant David : may He feed them, and be their 
Shepherd. 

To Thy mercy, O Lord, we thus commend our- 
selves and all our fellow-worshippers, and all Thy 
true people scattered throughout the world. Meet 
with them and with us, O Lord ; and commune with 
us from off Thy mercy-seat. Without Thee, Sab- 
baths are but days of clouds and thick darkness; 
ordinances but as wells without water; and the so- 
ciety of Thy people but a joyless and unprofitable 
fellowship. Let Thy presence be with us, and our 
darkness becomes light ; our thirsty souls are refreshed 
and satisfied; our emptinesss is turned into fulness, 
and our mourning into joy. Through the ministra- 
tions of Thy servants, let Thy Word reach our souls. 
In our applications to Thy throne, may we experience 
the gracious and comforting assistance of Thy good 
Spirit ; and in our attempts to praise Thee, may our 
hearts be touched as with a live coal from off Thine 
altar, and send up lively expressions of grateftil and 
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devout acknowledgment, as doads of acceptable in- 
cense to Thy throne in heav^i. 

O let not the sins that deaye to ns, the imperfec- 
tions that stain our best services, the low and woildly 
thoughts that are apt to intrude upon us in our 
holiest moments, repel Thee finom us, or induce Thee 
to hide Thy face firom us. But remember us, O 
Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy 
people; visit us with Thy salvation. And all that 
we ask is for the sake of Him Who died for us, and 
Who rose again ; to Whom, with Thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, be all gloiy for ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, with Whom is the residue of the Spirit, 
pour down upon us, we beseech Thee, of Thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may now present to Thee an offering 
in righteousness, while we call upon the name of the 
Lord. 

On this the evening of Thy day, we would re- 
member all Thy goodness, and bless Thee for it ; we 
would remember all our unworthiness ; and while we 
deprecate Thy displeasure, we would sing aloud of 
Thy past forbearance and tender mercy. Under a 
lively impression of the claims of Thy goodness, we 
would now repeat the vows our lips have uttered in 
Thy sanctuary, and beseech Thee to accept of us and 
to bless us as Thine own. We lament that even this 
day, set apart for Thy service, has afforded but too 



SUNDAT EVENING. 141 

many testimonies to the evil that dweUeth in us, to 
the frail^ that belongs to our best purposes, and to 
the imperfection that attaches to our sincerest en^ 
deavours to do Thy will. To us, O Lord, belong at 
all times shame and confusion of face. And after we 
have done all, what can we say but, ^ God be merci- 
ful to us sinners.' fie merdM unto us, O God, be 
merciful unto us I 

For the sake of Thy dear Son, let all the sin that 
hath followed us into Thy house and defiled our ser- 
vices, be taken away and forgiven. Let the prayers 
and praises we presented before Thee, come up before 
Thee as incense. Let Thy Word, which we have 
heard, be imprinted on our memories, and sealed by 
Thy Holy Spirit on our hearts. May the firuit of our 
engagements and exercises this day, be a growing 
acquaintance with Thy blessed Word, and a more 
satis&ctory experience of the power of Thy Spirit to 
apply its instructions and its promises, its warnings 
and its consolations, with Divine energy and saving 
eflfect to our souls. Into the business and concerns 
of ordinary life, may we carry the recollection of the 
truths we have heard ; and may the sanctifying im- 
pression which these truths have made on us, be 
manifest in our temper and deportment many days 
hence. 

And this, O Lord, which we ask for ourselves, we 
beseech Thee to grant in the instance of all who have 
worshipped with us. Let nothing come between Thy 
people and an answer to the prayers and supplicar 
tions they have this day presented at Thine altar. In 
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an especial manner^ be pleased to look favourably upon 
Thy servants, who have published Thj message in 
the hearing of their fellow-men. Accompany their 
ministrations with Thy Spirit ; and let none of them 
have reason to complain; that they have laboured in 
vain and spent their strength for nought. 

Visit, in great compassion, the dwellings of Thy 
people who by Thy providence have been prevented 
from waiting upon Thee in the services of Thy house. 
May they feel that where there is the sincere desire to 
seek Thee, there Thou makest Thine abode. Look in 
mercy also, we beseech Thee, on those who despise 
Thy Sabbaths and neglect Thine (ordinances. Lay 
not their sin, O Lord, to their charge ; but in mercy 
open their eyes to the greatness of their guilt and the 
magnitude of their danger. 

To Thee and to the protection of Thy power, and 
the grace of Thy Spirit, we commend ourselves this 
night. Let goodness and mercy follow us continually, 
and let us dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
And now, unto Him Who hath loved us, and given 
Himself for us, to God even the Father, and to the 
Spirit of all grace. One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

Unto Thee do we lift up our eyes, O Thou that 
dwellest in the heavens. We thank Thee for the 
opportunity we yesterday enjoyed of waiting upon 
Thee in Thine ordinances. We thank Thee for Thy 
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Sabbaths and for Thy sanctnaiy^ for the communion 
of saints, and for eveiy means of religious knowledge 
and improvement which it is our privilege to possess. 
May the remembrance of the truths we yesterday read 
and heard follow us during the whole course of this 
week, and may we be enabled to put in practice every 
lesson of Thy holy Word, and to be faithful to every 
engagement under which our appearance in Thy house 
has brought us, so that we may be neither barren nor 
unfiruitftd in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

We entreat Thee, gracious God, to accompany, both 
in our own experience and in that of all in whom we 
are in any way interested, the dispensation of Thy 
Word with Thine effectual blessing. May the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel of Christ daily take the place of 
those evil, selfish, and worldly principles, under which 
we are all naturally too prone to act. May the know- 
ledge of Christ and of Him crucified daily become 
more generally difiused ; and may it rise to that im- 
portance in the estimation of those who receive it, which 
its transcendent excellence and blessed tendency de- 
mand for it. In comparison of it^ may nothing else 
appear to be of value ; and for the sake of it, may we 
be willing to sustain the loss of all things, and to count 
the loss as nothing. 

Be with Thy servants who put their lives in hazard, 
for the sake of imparting its blessings to the benighted 
inhabitants of distant and heathen lands. Accompany 
them in their progress of beneficence : compensate 
them by Thy presence and blessing, for all their sacri- 
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fices in the canse of Christ : be to them as a little 
sanctuary in the midst of their enemies — as streams of 
water in the burning and thirsty wilderness — as a 
fiiend that sticketh closer than a brother in their pain- 
ful and solitary travail. 

Let Thy promise of old respecting the heathen come 
up before Thee^ O Lord, in acceptable remembrance. 
Have respect unto Thy covenant ; and let Thy Son 
speedily have the heathen for His inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for His possession. Over* 
rule all events with a view to this glorious and pre- 
dicted consummation ; and while kings of the earth set 
themselves, and rulers take counsel together, let Him 
that sitteth in the heavens hasten, by means of instru- 
ments willing and unwilling, that day of grace, that 
day of power, when all ends of the world shall remem- 
ber and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of 
the nations shall worship before Him. 

Diffuse abroad in our own land a more deep and 
lively sense of the value of personal religion ; and 
under a persuasion that there is no blessing like the 
Gospel, and no act of benevolence comparable to that 
of imparting this blessing to those who want it, may 
new efforts be made, and plans devised, and prayers 
offered up, that Thy way may be more extensively 
known upon the earth, and Thy saving health experi- 
enced by all nations^that the people may praise Thee, 
yea, that all the people may praise Thee. 

Be very gracious to us, O Lord, this day. Let 
Thy wisdom direct, and Thy right hand uphold us ; 
and all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, with 
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the Father and the Holj Spirit, One God, be gloiy 
for ever. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING- 

O Lord, our Heavenly Father, on Whom we con- 
tinually depend, we thank Thee that Thou hast spared 
us during another day, and preserved to us unimpaired 
those mercies and privileges for which we had reason 
to bless Thee when we last met together in Thy 
presence. 

We acknowledge that we are less than the least of 
Thy mercies, and that it is of Thy mercy we are not 
consumed. But while we lament our sinfulness, we 
rejoice in the extent of Thy compassion, and would 
magnify the riches of Thy long-suffering patience and 
forbearance. Forbid that, because sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, any of us should 
set in our hearts to do evil. Let us not misconstrue 
Thy forbearance, and dream that we shall have peace, 
though we walk in the sight of our own eyes, and after 
the counsel of our own hearts. O may we be of those 
whom Thy goodness leads to repentance, who, melted 
by a love which they have not deserved, by a forbear- 
ance and mercy which they had little reason to expect, 
throw away the weapons of their rebellion, blush, and 
are ashamed to think of their opposition to the God 
Who made and is willing to redeem them, and resolve, 
that in time to come, whether they live, they will live 
unto the Lord^ whether they die, they will die unto 
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the Lord, whether they live or die, they will be the 
Lord's, 

For this purpose, open our eyes, we beseech Thee, 
to the great love Thou hast manifested in Jesus Christ, 
Whom Thou hast not spared, but delivered up to the 
death for sinners, and through Whom Thou art now 
reconciling the world unto Thyself, not imputing unto 
men their trespasses. According to Thy promise, pour 
out upon us the Spirit of grace and of supplications, 
that, looking upon Him Whom we have pierced, we 
may moiirn for Him as one moumeth for an only son, 
and be in bitterness for Him as one that is in bitter- 
ness for a first-born. May the love of sin be thus 
crucified within us ; may its iron yoke be broken. 
Redeemed from its authority, may we become the 
servants of God ; and as no longer our own but His, 
may we endeavour, by conformity to His will, and 
diligence in His service, and patient submission to 
His appointments, to glorify Him in our bodies and in 
our spirits, which He hath bought with a price. 

To Thy watchful providence we commend ourselves 
this night. May we, and all whom Thou hast con- 
nected with us by the ties of nature or of afiection, 
enjoy the sleep which Thou hast promised to Thy 
beloved. Spare us and them, if it please Thee, to see 
the light of another day ; and with thankful hearts, 
and a renewed determination to bo faithful and diligent 
in Thy service, may we and they enter on the duties 
of our respective situations, assured of Thy favour, 
and believing that in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. 
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We beseech Thee, gracious God, to extend Thy 
mercy to all whom we should remember in Thy 
presence. May the poor and the needy, the aflSicted, 
the tempted, and the dying, share in Thy regard. 
Remember them, O Lord, according to their necessi- 
ties and circumstances ; and let Thy mercy toward 
them be very great. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, gracious God, and accept 
of us, and bless us, for Christ's sake. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth. 
Thou hast set Thy glory above the heavens. Wher- 
ever we turn our eyes, we behold monuments of Thy 
power, and lively evidences of Thy presence and 
character. But while thus, O Lord, Thou hast left 
the impression of Thy perfections upon the things 
which Thou hast made, we lament that sin has spread 
a veil over our eyes, so that we are naturally blind to 
what Thou hast so clearly and graciously revealed. 
We mourn the darkness which sin has introduced into 
our understandings ; the coldness and aversion to- 
wards God which it has produced in our hearts ; the 
desire with which it has inspired us to escape from the 
thought of Him in Whom we live, and move, and have 
our being ; and the fatal facility with which it enables 
us to overlook or to forget the manifest proofs of Thy 
sovereign power and fatherly goodness, with which we 
are everywhere and at all times surrounded. 
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But we gire Thee thanks, that Thoa hast not cast 
US aSf though we haTe departed from Thee. Thoa 
hast giren us Thj W<xd as a hght shinmg in a dark 
place, to recall ns to a remembeiance of Thee, and 
to show OS the way to ererlastiDg life. We bkss 
Thee for Jesus Christ — for the doctrines He taoght, 
and the woAs He perfinnmed; for the life He led, 
and the example He left; for the sufferings He 
endored, and the death He died. We bless Thee 
for all the methods He took to reveal the Father onto 
ns, and to bring ns nigh to Him in affection and 
grateful confidence. But, above all, we bless and 
magnify Thee for the atonement He offered for our 
sins ; for that full, perfect, and sufficient satisfaction 
to Thine offended justice which He consummated on 
the cross ; and for that lively and comforting assur- 
ance He hath afforded of the Father^s good will to- 
wards us, by His resurrection from the dead, and as- 
cension into glory. We rejoice that thus the Father 
hath once more been revealed to us, and that, not- 
withstanding the breach which sin hath made between 
us and Him, we are once more encouraged to look 
up to Him, and confide in Him as our reconciled God 
and Heavenly Father. 

O grant, we beseech Thee, that, affected by the 
manifestation of Thy character in Thy Son, we may 
open our hearts and admit Thee to that place in our 
affections which is rightfully Thine own. Let Thy 
Spirit reveal Thee to us, in a manner that shall over- 
power the resistance and subdue the enmity of our 
corrupt natures. Let the hardness of our hearts bo 
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exchanged for contrition and brokenness of spirit ; let 
the rebellion of oar wills give place to affection and 
godly fear ; let all old things pass away, and in their 
room let all things be made new ; and let us, who by 
nature have wandered from Thee, and are far from 
righteousness, give ourselves up to Thee in a per- 
petual covenant, never to be broken or forgotten. 

To Thee, as Thine, we this day commend our^ 
selves. We bless Thee for the sleep of the past 
night, and for all the comforts of our waking hours. 
Be the God of our friends ; reward our benefactors ; 
forgive our enemies. Look in compassion upon the 
poor and the friendless, the afflicted and the dying. 
Be very gracious unto them, and unto all whom we 
should remember in Thy presence. May great grace 
be upon them and upon us. And all that we ask is 
for Christ's sake. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

Heab our cry, O God ; attend unto our prayer. To 
Thee we come with all our wants and infirmities : 
we come destitute of every personal recommendation ; 
we found our plea and our hope solely on Thy mercy, 
and on the merits and intercession of Thy dear Son. 
In ourselves there is nothing which is not calculated 
to fill us with despair ; but we remember, and we dwell 
on the remembrance with gratitude and thanksgiv- 
ing, that we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous, and that Him the Father 
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heareth always. Through Him, therefore, we now 
lift up our eyes unto Thee, trusting that Thou wilt 
have mercy upon us. 

Truly our soul waiteth upon God; firom Him 
cometh our salvation. We exult, O Lord, in the in- 
exhaustible variety of the blessings which are to be 
found in Thee ; and we rejoice that all these bless- 
ings have been procured for us, and are now pre- 
sented to us, as the free gifts of God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. O let nothing stand in the way of 
our being enriched by them. Let not our folly un- 
dervalue them, nor our thoughtlessness neglect them. 
Let not the pleasures nor the cares of the world in- 
duce us to postpone an application for them ; nor let 
our self-righteousness render us unwilling to make 
the application through the appointed and only me- 
dium through which they can be conveyed to us. 
Let none of the difficulties that attend the acquisi- 
tion of them, tempt us to relinquish the pursuit, or 
even to relax our diligence or slacken our exertions ; 
but, satisfied of their worth, and anxious above all 
things to obtain them, may we so run, not as uncer- 
tainly, and so fight not as one that beateth the air, 
and count all things but loss, that we may win Christ, 
and be found in Him, in Whom it hath pleased the 
Father that all the blessings of salvation should 
dwell. 

And for this purpose grant us, we beseech Thee, 
Thy Holy Spirit, to dwell with us for ever. And 
when at any time we are ready to lose the impression 
of Divine and heavenly truths, and to resign ourselves 



TUESDAY EVENING. 151 

to the power of this present evil world, and in its busi- 
ness or its pleasures to lose sight of the supremely 
important interests of our souls and of eternity, may 
He recall us to a sense of our danger and of our duty. 
May He be to our souls as the daily falling and reviv- 
ing dew. Under the influences which it is His oiBce 
to dispense, may our souls, which by nature are as 
the dry and parched land, become as a fruitful field, 
and may the firuitful field be converted into a forest, 
and may our whole soul, and spirit, and body, be as a 
garden which the Lord hath blessed. 

With a grateful sense of all the goodness which we 
have this day experienced, we now commit our bodies 
and our spirits to Thy protecting and gracious pro- 
vidence this night. Forgive the sins we have com- 
mitted; accept the services we have attempted to 
perform ; humble us on account of our manifold de- 
ficiencies and negligences ; and may the blood of 
Christ daily appear to us more precious, and the grace 
of Thy Spirit daily be felt by us to be more necessary ; 
and may our thanksgivings to Thee on account of 
both abound yet more and more, the longer we live. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, for ourselves. Hear us 
also for others ; and firom them and from us with- 
hold, we entreat Thee, nothing that is truly good. 
And all that we ask is for the sake of Him, Who, 
with Thyself and the Holy Spirit, is worshipped, One 
God, world without end. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

We worship Thee, O Lord, as the First and theLasti 
Whose hand hath laid the foundation of the earth, and 
Whose right hand hath spanned the heavens. What, 
O Lord, are we in Thy presence ; and wherewithal 
shall we render our persons and our services accept- 
able in Thy sight? Blessed be Thy name, that Thou 
hast shown us that which is good. We thank Thee 
for Jesus Christ, the Mediator between God and man : 
we rejoice in the efficacy of His sacrifice, the perfec- 
tion of His righteousness, the prevalence of His inter- 
cession, and the power of His endless life. In Him 
we rejoice to behold all Thy perfections manifested, 
Thy law magnified, Thy character vindicated, Thy 
government upheld, Thy faithfulness proved, Thy 
hatred of sin and love of holiness ascertained and 
demonstrated ; and all this we rejoice to contemplate 
in harmony with love to the sinner, and a purpose of 
mercy for the recovery of that which was lost. 

O grant that, as the objects of transcendent and 
infinite love, we may resign ourselves to God, to be 
conformed to the design for which He loved us and 
sent His Son to be a propitiation for us. As the 
redeemed of the Lord, may we reckon ourselves to be 
not our own ; as redeemed not with corruptible things, 
such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood 
of the Lamb of God, may we look on ourselves as 
under obligations which we dare not neglect or resist ; 
and as redeemed that we should live to the praises of 
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Him Who hath called us oat of darkness into His 
marvellous light, may the life we live in the flesh be 
spent in the fear, sustained by the faith, conformed to 
the will, in imitation of the example, and regulated 
with a view to the glory, of Him Whom we acknow- 
ledge to be our Master and our Redeemer, our Lord 
and our God. 

For this purpose grant us the continual help of Thy 
holy and blessed Spirit. O may He dwell in our 
hearts; diffuse His hallowing influence through all 
our affections, motives, and desires ; purify the foun- 
tains of our conduct ; and conform us in soul, in body, 
and in spirit, to the whole will of God. And while 
we are under His sanctifying influence, forbid that we 
should ever grieve, or provoke, or quench Him. May 
He ever find us obedient to His motions, humbly 
dependent on His continued help and support, anxious 
to enjoy more liberal supplies of His grace, and will- 
ing to cultivate the means of stirring up the gifts He 
has ahready bestowed, and of obtaining others, adapted 
to the circumstances in which we are placed, the 
enemies with whom we have to contend, the duties 
we are called to perform, and the corrections and trials 
we are appointed to suffer. 

In this manner, O Lord, may we feel and act this 
day. May the principles of true religion grow and 
flourish within us, and may our conduct give proof of 
the healthful and happy state of our souls before Thee. 
Nor be with us merely, but also with our friends: 
grant them Thy Holy Spirit ; unite them to Thy Son ; 
and lead them in the way everlasting. 
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Hear us, we beseech Thee, for them, for onrselveSy 
and for all mankind ; and all that we ask is for Chrisf s 
sake, to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, we come before Thee at this time, sensible 
that of ourselves we cannot serve Thee as we ought. 
We lament the coldness and hardness of our hearts ; 
the aversion we naturally feel for spiritual objects and 
spiritual exercises ; the deadness of our minds to what- 
ever concerns Thee ; and the want of sincerity and 
devotion, which even in our best moments we are too 
apt to betray. 

But we look up to Thee, gracious God, to correct 
the disorders which sin has introduced into our souls. 
Grant us, we entreat Thee, that grace without which 
our prayers will be but the language of the lips, and 
all our religious exercises but formality and deceit. 
May Thy Spirit be with us at this time, to help our 
infirmities, to animate our devotions, to quicken into 
activity our dormant affections, and to impart a heaven- 
ward direction to our thoughts and desires ; so that 
our fellowship may truly be with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ. 

And do Thou, O Lord, Who art acquainted with 
the state of our hearts, grant that Thy Spirit may be 
with us, not only while we are engaged in Thy service, 
but during our whole waking and sleeping hours. 
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May He be shed on us abundantly ; and, according to 
the promise of the Saviour, may He abide with us for 
ever. 

We acknowledge that in ourselves we are insuffi- 
cient for the warfare before us : we feel and we lament 
our weakness and our depravity : we feel and we 
lament the difficulties and the dangers by which we are 
surrounded. But we rejoice that when we are weak 
then are we strong: we rejoice that in the Lord Jehovah 
is everlasting strength ; and we give Thee thanks that 
we are permitted and encouraged to look away from 
ourselves, and to throw ourselves upon the resources of 
Him Who is able to do to us and for us far more ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think. 

O grant that when we are in the world, and tempted 
to forget Thee, Thy Spirit may be at our right band, 
awakening us to a sense of our danger, and exciting us 
to set Thee before us, as our constant Witness and our 
future Judge. When liable to be led away by pros- 
perity, or when tempted to murmur under adversity, 
may Thy Spirit afford us such discoveries of the vanity 
of the world, and inspire us with such a prevailing sense 
of the value of spiritual and heavenly realities, as shall 
preserve us in a state of holy indifference to everything 
seen and temporal. When our corruptions are ex- 
cited, may He set bounds to their violence. When our 
spiritual enemies threaten to come in as a flood, may He 
lift up a standard against them. O may the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus make us free from the 
law of sin and death ; and may we be conquerors, and 
more than conquerors, through Him that loved us. 
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We thank Thee, gracious God, for what we haTe 
experienced of Tliy goodness daring the past day. If 
it be Thy will, may we sleep this night in safety and 
awake in comfort. And may a renewed sense of Thy 
goodness, and a renewed purpose of stedfastness in 
Thy service, be the fniit of every firesh proof of Thy 
fatherly care and kindness. 

To Thee and to the protection of Thy power, and 
the riches of Thy grace, we commend all our relations 
and friends, and all whom we ought to remember in 
our addresses at Thy throne. Accommodate Thy grace 
to their necessities ; and do Thou supply whatever is 
lacking in our prayers for them or for ourselves. And 
all that we ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ, to Whom, 
with Thee and the Holy Spirit, One God, be all 
honour and glory, both now and evermore. Amen. 



THUESDAY MORNING. 

Wherewithal, O Lord, shall we come before Thee, 

or bow down ourselves before Thee, the most high 

God ? Thou art clothed with honour and with majesty, 

and before Thee all the creatures whom Thou hast 

made are less than nothing and vanity. But while 

penetrated with a sense of Thy greatness, we also look 

up to Thee and bless Thee as the God of all grace, in 

Whom compassions flow— the God Whose name and 

Whose nature are love, and Whose property is ever to 

have mercy and to forgive. In ourselves we behold 

nothing which is not calculated to fiU us with shame 
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and with despair ; bat our confidence is not in our- 
selves ; oar dependence is not in anything we have 
done or can do ; all oar hope is in Him Who died for 
the ungodly^ and whom Thou hast exalted at Thine 
own right hand^ a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentance and the remission of sins. 

Through Him we now present our persons and our 
supplications unto Thee; and, relying on the com- 
passion of His character, the fidelity of His promises, 
and the merit of His death, we earnestly beseech Thee 
to take away all iniquity, to receive us graciously, to 
love us fireely, and to dispose and enable us hence- 
forward to render to Thee the affections of our hearts, 
and the obedience of our lives. 

In looking back to the past, we lament to think how 
much of our time we have devoted to the world ; how 
foolishly we have applied the powers and faculties Thou 
hast conferred upon us ; how wickedly we have per- 
verted Thy gifts, and abused Thy forbearance, and 
tried Thy patience; and how much cause we have 
afforded Thee to cast us away for ever from Thy pre- 
sence. But while humbled under a sense of our sin- 
fulness, we desure to remember that with the Lord 
our God there are mercies and forgivenesses, though 
we have rebelled against Him. We remember, and 
we rejoice to remember, that Thou hast said, ^ I, even 
I, am He that blotteth out tliy transgressions for Mine 
own name's sake, and will not remember thy sins.' 

O may the blood of Jesus, Who through the eternal 
Spirit offered Himself without spot unto God, be ap- 
plied to our consciences, and exert its sanctifying, com- 
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forting, and saving power upon our hearts. And having 
experienced the power of the Saviour^s death, may we 
daily aspire to a more perfect conformity to the Saviom's 
life in our temper, in our feelings, and in our deport- 
ment — to rise with Him to newness of life, and to reach 
those things that are above, where He sitteth at the 
right hand of God. 

We give Thee thanks, gracious God, for the mercies 
of the past night and of this morning. While entering 
on another day, we would renew our covenant with 
Thee, and humbly entreat Thee to accept of us, and 
to bless lis, as Thine own. May a deep sense of our 
dependence and of our responsibility accompany us 
wherever we go, and influence us however we may be 
engaged this day. Let Thy blessing be upon us, and 
upon all whom we ought to remember before Thee ; 
and may they and we be united in the enjoyment of 
Thy favour, and in the performance of Thy will. And 
all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be glory and 
dominion. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING- 

O Lord, out of the depths do we cry unto Thee. From 
that state of debasement and misery into which our 
sins have brought us, would we cause our voice to 
ascend unto Thee. Our sins testify against us, even 
to our own consciences ; and wert Thou, O Lord, to 
set them in order before us, and to enter into judgment 
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with US on account of them, how should we be over- 
whelmed with the remembrance of duties omitted, 
mercies despised, knowledge abused, and opportunities 
neglected — how should we mourn and weep under a 
bitter consciousness of aggravated guilt, deep ingrati- 
tude, and inexcusable folly ! 

But we rejoice, gracious God, that Thy thoughts to- 
wards us are thoughts of mercy : we rejoice that judg- 
ment is Thy strange work, and that Thou delightest 
in mercy. O grant that the mercy of our God may 
soften our hard hearts, and bend our rebellious wills ; 
may accomplish effects which in vain might have been 
expected from the terrors of Thy justice ; may trans- 
form our enmity into affection, and our fear into con- 
fidence, and constrain us with our whole heart to love 
Thee, Who hast first loved us. 

And while we rejoice in the forgiveness which is ex- 
tended to sinners in Jesus Christ, enable us to fear to 
offend Him to Whom we owe so much. While we look 
at the debt of gratitude under which His forgiving 
mercy and redeeming love have laid us, may we be 
inspired with an ardent and even vehement desire to 
prove how deep, how intense, how pure, how elevated, 
how active, and how permanent, is our sense of such 
unmerited and incalculable obligation. In doing or 
enduring Thy good and holy will, may we be animated 
by the spirit of children, the confiding, affectionate, 
cheerful, and happy spirit which ought to characterize 
those who know Whose service they are performing, 
and by Whose dispensations they are tried. 

Let us at no time presume on Thy goodness* 
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Let not our confidence in Thj mercy degenerate 
into unlioly boldness, nor let the enjoyment of our 
privileges as Thy children make us careless of offend- 
ing Thee. While relieved from the burden of that 
fear which hath torment, may we be brought effec- 
tually under the influence of that holy and filial fear, 
which shall prompt us to shun the very appearance of 
evil. And O may we prove by our language and by 
our actions, by our deportment in public and in pri- 
vate, by our conduct in the closet, in the sanctuary, 
in the family, and in the world, that the grace of 
God which bringeth salvation hath appeared unto us, 
teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
desires, we should live soberly, and righteously, and 
godly, looking for that blessed hope, even the glorious 
appearing of the great God our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Nor would we confine our prayers to ourselves. We 
rejoice that with Thee there is mercy and plenteous 
redemption, and that all are invited and encouraged 
to hope in Thee. Let Thy mercy extend to the re- 
motest boundaries of the habitable earth. Let it 
include within its range all whom sin hath made 
guilty, and miserable, and polluted, and depraved, 
and degraded. May it raise up the fallen and cheer 
the disconsolate ; may it purify the defiled, enlighten 
the ignorant, direct the wandering, and save the lost. 
Let Israel be redeemed from all his iniquities; let 
Thine ancient people be brought back; let the Church 
of Christ, the true Israel of God, be as when the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. All 
that we ask is in the name and for the sake of Jesus 
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Christ ; and to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, be gloiy for ever* Amen. 



FKIDAY MORNING. 

We adore Thee, O L#ord, our Heavenly Father, as 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Maker of all things. We come before Thee this morn- 
ing, not only acknowledging Thee to be essentially 
glorious and perfect, but blessing Thee for all the 
goodness and mercy we have experienced during the 
whole course of our lives. Thou, O Lord, art our 
Creator, the Author of our being, the source of our 
comforts, and the object of our hopes. 

Blessed be Thy name, that our sins have not in- 
duced Thee to cast us off. Li justice Thou mightest 
have withdrawn all Thy gifts, resumed all the fruits 
of Thy liberality, dried up all the channels of our en- 
jojrment, and left us to a bitter sense of the emptiness 
of the creature, forsaken by the God he has offended 
and provoked. But Thy ways are not as man's 
ways. Not only hast Thou forborne to visit us with 
the just consequences of our sins : Thou hast looked 
upon us in infinite and ineffable compassion, and sent 
Thy Son into the world to seek and to save that 
which was lost. Under a lively sense of personal 
helplessness and misery, may we raise our eyes to 
Him Who, even as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, has been lifted up, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlast- 
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ing life. May we gratefiilly accept of salyadon, oo 
the terms on which Thou hast been graciously 
pleased to make an offer of it to us. As a firee gift 
may we humbly receive it; as the gift of Grod throngh 
Jesus Christ, may we gladly welcome and thankfully 
appropriate it; and, though sensible that we are 
utterly unworthy of it, may we remember, and rejcnoe 
to remember, that it is to the unworthy it is offered, 
and for the unworthy intended; and that God is 
glorified, the Saviour honoured, and the purpose of 
the Gospel message fulfilled, when the sinner who is 
destitute of all things, applies to the Saviour to save 
him to the uttermost, and to be to him henceforth Ids 
wisdom, his righteousness, his sanctification, and his 
redemption. 

Nor let our faith and hope ever be moved from tins 
good foundation. Assured that while sin hath de- 
prived us of all personal righteousness, and emptied 
us of all personal sufficiency, it hath pleased the 
Father that all the blessings of which we are per- 
sonally destitute, should reside in the Saviour, may 
we daily be applying to Him, that we may be ac- 
cepted through His worthiness, enriched by His ful- 
ness, comforted by His presence, and carried forward 
in the way to Zion, by the continual supply of His 
good and promised Spirit. O let not our progress 
tempt us to forget the misery and helplessness of our 
beginning. While we are alive unto God, may we 
remember that it is by Jesus Christ ; and if we are 
accepted, may we remember that it is only in the 
Beloved. At every step of our progress may we re- 
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member that we are sinners. To the last may we 
feel that we have nothing of oar own. As saved by 
grace, may we be clothed with humility; and, as 
branches grafted into the true vine, may we daily 
afford evidence of our experimental conviction of the 
truth, that all our fruitfulness is owing to our con- 
nection with the Saviour; and that as the branch 
cannot bear firuit of itself, except it abide in the vine, 
no more can we except we abide in Him. 

Thus, O Lord, enable us and all our friends, and 
all whom we ought to remember before Thee, to live 
from day to day. Thus may men everywhere be 
taught by Thy Spirit to live ; and thus may Thy 
kingdom come, and men everywhere be blessed in 
Christ, till all nations call Him blessed. 

Now blessed be the Lord our God, the God of 
Israel, Who only doeth wondrous things ; and blessed 
be His glorious name for ever; and let the whole 
earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, we worship Thee as the high and lofty 
One Who inhabiteth eternity. Whose name is holy. 
Help us now to draw near to Thee with reverence 
and with confidence, under a deep sense at once 
of Thy greatness and of Thy goodness. Unite our 
hearts, that we may fear Thy name; collect our 
scattered thoughts; restrain our wandering imagina- 
tions ; elevate and fix our wayward and groveUing 
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affections ; and grant tliat we may present to Thee 
an offering worthy of Thine acceptance, even the 
sacrifice of a broken and a contrite, of a believing 
and an obedient heart, which Thoa wilt not despise. 

Cast us not away from Thy presence, O Lord; 
neither take Thy Holy Spirit from us. Though our 
sins are great, and manifold, and highly aggravated; 
though we have offended against Thy holy laws, and 
defaced our original resemblance to Thy pure and 
blessed image ; though we have done the things which 
we ought not to have done, and have left undone the 
things which we ought to have done, and have naturally 
no spiritual health in us — yet do Thou, most merdful 
Father, have mercy upon us, and send forth Thy Holy 
Spirit to quicken, to i*enew, and to sanctify us ; to form 
us again after Thine image ; to write Thy law upon 
our hearts, and to put Thy fear in our inward parts ; 
and to restore us, in disposition and in character, to the 
place in Thy family which we have lost by the FaU. 

We give Thee thanks, gracious God, for the dis- 
coveries Thou hast made of Thyself in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. May all the benefits of that salvation, 
which hath been procured for us by the sufferings and 
death of Thy dear Son, be made ours ; and for this 
purpose may Thy Spirit be given us, to render effectual 
the means of saving knowledge and improvement we 
enjoy. 

Especially, we pray that our hearts may be divinely 
opened to the reception of the truth, in all its simplicity 
and power ; that our understandings may apprehend 
it, and our affections take an interest in it ; and that 
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oar feelingSy desires, and conduct, may be subjected to 
the influence and governed by the authority of the 
Gospel of Christ. God grant that we may be living 
epistles of Christ, seen and read of all men ; and 
that, wherever we are, men may take knowledge of 
us, that we have been with Jesus. Under the trans- 
forming power of Thy Word and Spirit, may we all, 
in our respective spheres and relations, exhibit the 
same mind in us that was also in Christ Jesus ; and 
walk, in the view of the Church and of the world, as 
He also walked. 

To Thy gracious care we commend ourselves during 
the future period of our lives. We thank Thee for all 
the goodness and mercy we have experienced hitherto ; 
and now, in looking forward to the future, we would 
take encouragement from the past, and commit our 
way unto the Lord, assured that He will direct our 
steps. Be with us, we pray Thee, during this night : 
be with us while we sleep, and when we awake. Let 
goodness and mercy follow us all the days of our life ; 
and may our dwelling be in the house of the Lord for 
ever. 

With ourselves, we would be mindful in Thy pre- 
sence of all our brethren of mankind. We commend 
to Thy fatherly goodness the poor and the destitute, 
the afflicted and the dying. We pray that all our 
friends may be objects of Thy friendship ; that Thy 
people tliroughout the world may be blessed and multi- 
plied ; that our native land may enjoy Thy favour and 
protection ; and that every kindred, and nation, and 
people, and tongue, may speedily hear the joyful sound, 
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and be enriched with the blessings of Thy 
All that we ask is in the name and for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to \^Tiom, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

Give ear to our words, O Lord ; consider our medi- 
tation. Hearken unto the voice of our cry, our King 
and our GihI, for unto Thee we will pray. We rejoice 
that we are jM>rmitted to come before Thee in the 
multitude of Thy mercy : O may we also worship in 
Tliy fear Destroy the illusion by which we set Thee 
at a distance from us, and, because Thou art unseen, 
think of Thee as if Thou wert not. Show us the visible 
tnuvs Thou hast left of Thy glory upon all the works 
which Thou hast made — the features of Thine image 
on our minds the print of Thy perfections upon the 
objects of nature, the lively signatures of Thy wisdom 
and goodness ujxm the course and order of providence, 
the bright and manifest evidence that Thou art not 
fur from any of us, in that Thou art daily doing us 
good, giving us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
filling our hearts with food and gladness. 

Above all, grant that we may see Thee in Thy 
"Wonl ; and that the discovery Thou hast made of Thy- 
self in the Gospel of Thy grace, may sink deep into our 
hearts, and destroy the enmity which is the real and 
fatal cause of all our practical departures from Thee. 
Beholding Thee in the face of Jesus Christ, may we 
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be drawn to Thee as oar Father, and feel towards Thee 
as Thy children. Henceforward^ instead of contemplat- 
ing Thee with an averted and reluctant mind, may we 
rejoice to recognise Thee in everything, and to think 
of Thee as everywhere. Not only nowy but when we 
leave Thy throne and engage in our customary occu- 
pations for the day, may we bear about with us a pre- 
vailing sense of Thy presence ; and may all we do be 
done as under Thine eye, and with a view to Thine 
approbation. 

As we advance in our Christian journey, may our 
thoughts turn more habitually towards Thee as our 
ever-present Protector and Guide. In fellowship with 
Thee, may we lose sight of the comparative emptiness 
of earthly blessings, and the necessary imperfection 
attendant on the cultivation of the best earthly feel- 
ings. In Thee may we find realized all that our hearts 
have sought in vain to find in the creature ; and satis- 
fied from full and ever-growing experience, that Thou 
art the unfathomed boundless ocean of all bliss, the 
true centre of the creatiure's breathings after happiness, 
may we rejoice to lose ourselves in Thee, and to stretch 
forward in delighted anticipation to the time when we 
shall behold Thy face in righteousness, and be satisfied 
when we awake with Thy likeness. 

Thus, O Lord, would we feel and act this day. And 
O do Thou, Who knowest the frailty of our best pur- 
poses, assist the weakness of our nature, and enable us 
by Thy grace to carry our intentions into execution, 
and to set Thee, the Lord, continually before us. 

Nor would we lift; up our souls for ourselves alone. 
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Increase the number of those that fear Thee, and that 
call npon Thy name. Let our friends and our comiec- 
tionsy and all whom we ought to remember in Thy 
presence, be numbered among the righteous, whom 
Thou wilt bless, and whom Thou wilt compass with 
favour as with a shield. Let Thy name be eyeiywhere 
hallowed ; let Thy kingdom come ; and let Thy will be 
done in earth as it is done in heaven ! And all that 
we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, One God, be glory for ever. 
Amen. 

SATURDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, we desire this evening to come before Thee 
under a lively sense of Thy goodness and mercy. 
Blessed be God, Who daily loadeth us with His bene- 
fits ; Who in the morning waketh us to taste and see 
that He is good; Who in the course of the day 
restoreth our souls, and spreadeth a table for us in 
the wilderness ; and Who, when the shadows of the 
evening fall around us, extendeth over us, and over 
those who are dear to us, the shield of His protecting 
and gracious providence. 

While thus, O Lord, we thank Th^e for Thy good- 
ness, we would also unite in contrite acknowledgments 
of our unworthiness and ill-desert. We are not worthy 
of all the goodness and truth Thou hast shown us: we 
are not worthy even of the least of Thy mercies. 
Hadst Thou withheld them, we could not have com- 
plained of injustice : and now, wert Thou in anger to 
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withdraw them, we could not charge Thee with cause- 
less severity ; for we, O Lord, have often misapplied 
Thj benefitSi and have always failed suitably to ac- 
knowledge Thee in them. 

But we bless Thee, gracious God, that while to us 
belong shame and confusion of face, to Thee belong 
mercies and forgivenesses. For the sake of Thy Son, 
Whom Thou hast given to be our Saviour, pardon 
freely all our sins ; justify our persons, and accept us 
as righteous in Thy sight. Clothe us also with the 
graces of Thy Holy Spirit. Fill our understandings 
with light; our hearts with love; our whole souls 
with an ardent and predominating principle of subjec- 
tion to Thine authority, and zeal for Thy glory. 

In our intercourse with those with whom Thou 
hast connected us by so many different ties, may we 
make it our habitual and anxious study to exemplify 
the wisdom of the serpent in conjunction with the 
harmlessness of the dove ; to transfuse into our deport- 
ment much of the holy and benignant spirit of the 
Master we serve ; and by pureness and knowledge, 
by long-suffering and kindness, by the Holy Ghost 
and love unfeigned, by the word of truth and by the 
power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left, by honour and dishonour, 
by evil report and good report, to approve ourselves 
the genuine and devoted children of the living God. 

Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commit ourselves 
during the future period of our lives. In all our trials 
and perplexities, be Thou our Comforter and Guide. 
When we are ready to go astray, do Thou make the 
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path of duty plain before us, Mid keep us in it When 
we are sinking under the burden of affliction, do Thou 
sustain and comfort us. In the hour of temptation, 
make Thy grace sufficient for us. In all our conflicts 
with our spiritual adversaries, plead our cause with 
them that strive with us, fight against them that fight 
against us, and stand up for our help and deliverance. 

Nor would we be unmindful in Thy presence of our 
brethren of mankind. Look in compassion upon all 
who are in affliction ; hear their cry ; relieve their 
wants ; and sanctify to them the chastening dispensa* 
tions of Thine all-wise and merciful providence. En- 
large, we pray Thee, the boundaries of the Redeemer's 
kingdom ; bring into it men of every kindred, and 
every condition : may they especially who are our 
connexions and friends belong to it ; and may the ties 
of nature and affection be drawn closer by the bond 
of a common alliance with one God and Father, of 
Whom are all things and we in Him, and one Lord 
Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things and we by Him* 

Be with us, we beseech Thee, through this night. Re- 
freshed by sleep, and thankfully alive to Thy goodness^ 
may we awake to bless Thee for another day of the 
Son of Man, and be disposed to enter on its peculiar 
engagements and business, in the spirit of those who 
esteem the Sabbath of the Lord holy and honourable. 

These our prayers we now present to Thee in the 
name and pleading the merits of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, be all glory and honour, both now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts. 
Our soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
the Lord ; our heart and our flesh crieth out for the 
living God. With joy would we hail the return of 
Thy holy day ; and with desire, and expectation, and 
gratitude, we would enter on its duties, and avail our- 
selves of its privileges. On this day, may we remem- 
ber that the Saviour died, and revived, and rose again; 
died for our offences, rose again for our justification, 
and ascended up into heaven to re-assume His glory, 
and to be the Lord both of the living and of the dead. 
O with Him may we die unto sin, die to its curse, die 
to its power. As He rose irom the grave, so may 
we also through Him rise to newness of life. And as 
He ascended up on high, leaving the world behind 
Him, and entering into the unveiled presence of His 
Father, so may we this day rise above all created 
things, and by faith hold communion with Him where 
He sitteth at the right hand of God. Remembering 
that all power in heaven and in earth is given into 
His hands, may we renew the homage that is due to 
Him as the exalted Head of the Church ; and, re- 
membering His promise to be with His people even 
to the end of the world, may we realize His presence 
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in His ordinances, and look up to Him, with expecta- 
tion and confidence, to fiilfil His gracious assoranoe 
in our experience, by making us jojiiil in Thy honae 
of prayer. 

We thank Thee, gracious God, not only for the 
institution of the Sabbath, but for public worship, and 
all the other means of grace which we are specially 
permitted on this day to enjoy. Blessed are they that 
dwell in Thy house ; and blessed also are they whose 
strength is in Thee I May we find that Thine ordi 
nances are as wells of water and as springs in the 
desert: may they refi*esh our fainting and thirsty souls; 
and, satisfied with the goodness of Thy house, eyen 
of Thy holy place, may we experience that the joy 
of the Lord is our strength, and be prepared in days to 
come to go irom strength to strength, and to make un- 
wonted progress in the way to Zion. 

To Thy merciful regard and gracious help we com- 
mend all who shall this day worship with us, and 
especially Thy servants who shall conduct the devo- 
tions, and minister to the instruction, of Thy Church 
and people throughout the world. Accompany, we 
pray Thee, the preaching of Thy Word everywhere 
with an abundant and efiectual blessing. Excite at- 
tention, dispel prejudice. Let Thy Word be listened 
to, not as the word of man, but as the word of God, 
and be felt by the heart and conscience to be quick 
and powerful, sharper than a two-edged sword, pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for 
instruction in righteousness. 

Now unto Him That hath loved us, and hath washed 
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118 firom oar sins in His own blood ; unto God^ even 
the Father ; and unto the Spirit of all grace, One 
God, be honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

Thou, to Whom we owe our Sabbaths and all our 
means of spiritual improvement, we give Thee thanks 
for the mercies and privileges we have this day en- 
joyed. We thank Thee that our ears have heard the 
glad tidings of salvation ; and that, unlike numbers of 
our fellow-men, we enjoy the blessedness of the people 
who know the joyful sound. If, to Thine all- seeing 
eye, any of us have come before Thee this day in an 
unqualified frame of mind, O forgive the sin, and 
pardon the sinner. If, in the heart of any of us, any 
root of bitterness should still remain, which springing 
up has this day troubled us, O do Thou extirpate it; 
show it to us, direct our attention to it, and dispose 
and enable us by Thy grace, earnestly, perseveringly, 
and successfully to strive to eradicate it. Come over 
the mountains of our provocations, we beseech Thee, 
O Lord ; and though we are not worthy of the least 
of the benefits we entreat from Thy hand, yet for Thy 
Son's sake, and for Thy great mercy's sake in Him, 
vouchsafe to us the sanctified use of the privileges of 
this day, and let the gracious effect of them on our 
heart, our temper, and our deportment, be apparent 
many days hence. 

By means of the lessons of Thy Word, may we be 
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directed In the ordinary business of life. May we 
take Thy testimonies to be our heritage for ever, and 
find them to be the rejoicing of our heart. Under all 
the trials and disappointments to which we may be 
exposed, may we find unfailing comfort and support 
in the promises which Thou hast made to sinners in 
Jesus Christ. May those promises be as light to our 
eyes, and as food to our mouths — sweeter than honey, 
and more to be desired than gold. And in the pros- 
pect of the end of all things which is at hand, may 
the hope, the good hope, of life and immortality, as 
brought to light by the Gospel, sustain and cheer us. 
Amidst the fears and the failing of the heart and the 
flesh, may it minister strength to the heart ; and, even 
in the presence of the last enemy, may it fill our 
mouths with songs of deliverance. 

With ourselves, we would be mindful in Thy pre- 
sence of all our relations and friends, of all our ac- 
quaintance and neighbours, of all our brethren in 
Jesus Christ, and all our brethren of mankind. Ex- 
tend Thy merciful regard to the whole circle em- 
braced by our affections and prayers. Let Thy Word 
have free course and be glorified. May it run as the 
messenger of good tidings to the most distant lands, 
and dispense the blessings of salvation to Jew and 
Gentile, to high and low, to young and old, to bar- 
barian, Scythian, bond and firee, that everywhere 
Christ may become all in all. In our own land, may 
its principles be more openly avowed, more powerfully 
felt, and more generally difiused. May our Queen 
largely experience its influence: may its power ex- 
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tend to all judges, rulers, and magistrates : under its 
shadow may the institutions of our country flourish ; 
and by it may we daily be exalted as a nation that 
feareth the Lord. 

We beseech Thee to bless in an especial manner 
Thy people with whom we have this day worshipped. 
May their hearts and ours be knit together in love, 
and established with grace. And may Thy servants 
who have spoken unto us the Word of God be en- 
couraged in their labours, and be blessed by beholding 
a richer harvest follow from their exertions and their 
prayers. 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, make us perfect in every good work to do His 
will, working in us that which is well-pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

We desire, O Lord, to come before Thee this morn- 
ing in the multitude of Thy mercies. We are wholly 
Thine ; Thine by every tie ; Thine as the creatures 
of Thy power, the pensioners on Thy bounty, and the 
subjects of Thy government. We bless Thee that 
when we had destroyed ourselves. Thou didst lay help 
for us on One Who is mighty ; and instead of casting 
118 off as unprofitable and worthless, didst devise and 
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cany into effect tlie means by which we might at 
once be restored to Thj &Toiir and be qualified tar 
Thy service. Blessed be the Grod and Father of our 
Lord Jesos Christ ! And blessed be the only begni- 
ten Son of the Father, Who, in the folness of time^ 
came in the name of the Lord to save us ! 

May the love Thon hast shown as deeply afiect 
our minds. Filled with gratitude to the God Who 
hath pitied and redeemed ns, may we reckon onrselTes 
to be wholly Thine ; and grieved that sin shonld ever 
have had the dominion over us, may we anxiously 
devote the remainder of oar days to the service of 
Him Whose we are, and Whom we now desire above 
all things to obey. 

O forbid. Lord, that these sentiments and resolu- 
tions should affect us only for a moment. Forbid 
that other trains of thought should take possession 
of our minds, and that engaging in the business or 
sharing the intercourse of the world should wear out 
those impressions which we now entreat Thee by Thy 
Holy Spirit to render indelible. Let Thy Holy 
Spirit write deep upon our hearts the memory of Thy 
great goodness, and under His sacred guidance may 
we be led into all truth, directed and strengthened 
in the discharge of our duty, kept from the evils 
which are in this world, and finally made meet for 
the glories and the happiness of the life to come. 
Instead of falling back, may we be led forward ; and 
though we are in the midst of temptations and 
dangers, may we be enabled to maintain the profes- 
sion of our faith without wavering, and to go from 
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strength to strength, until each of us arriyes perfect in 
Zion. 

In an especial manner, we commend ourselves this 
day to Thy protection and grace. Thou hast pre- 
served us during another night ; be with us during 
the whole coarse of the day ; and graciously grant 
that, sustained by Thy providence and sanctified by 
Thy Spirit, we may think, and speak, and act, with a 
view to Thy glory, and the advancement of the best 
interests of our fellow-men. 

We commend to Thee all our relations and friends, 
and all whom it is in any way our duty to remember 
before Thee. Enlarge the afiections of our hearts, 
we beseech Thee ; and grant that, from the love of 
Christ to ourselves, we may be taught to embrace in 
love all our brethren of mankind. We rejoice that 
Thou hast spoken good concerning all the nations 
that dwell upon the face of the whole earth. Lord, 
hasten that good, we beseech Thee, in Thine own 
time ; and let all the ends of the earth see the salva- 
tion of our God. 

We beseech Thee, gracious God, to hear us, to ac- 
cept of us, and to answer us ; and all that we ask is 
for Christ's sake. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, our Heavenly Father, firom Whom cometh 
down every good and perfect gift, we give Thee thanks 
that we are permitted to approach Thy throne, and 
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to ask from Thee those blessings of which we stand 
in need. Enable us, we pray Thee| to approach Thy 
throne under the influence of godly fear, and in die 
exercise of humble and affectionate fidth. Pour out 
upon us the spirit of grace and of supplications ; grant 
us a deep and an affecting sense of our wants and of our 
sinfulness ; humble us under a conviction that in our- 
selves there dwelleth no good thing ; and dispose us 
to cast ourselves upon Thy compassion and prcmiises 
in Jesus Christ, for all those supplies which in Him 
Thou hast freely offered to the acceptance of all. 

And do Thou, gracious God, be pleased to look 
down upon us in mercy, and to open Thy hand wide 
to supply all our need. May our sins, which are 
many and highly aggravated, be blotted out. May 
just views be given us of the evil of sin itself; and 
sensible of its demerit and exceeding hatefulness, may 
we lie low at the cross, and despair of safe^ but 
through the atoning death and the all-perfect right- 
eousness of the Lamb of God, Who gave Himself for 
us, a sacrifice and offering of a sweet-smelling savour 
unto God. Trusting in Him Who died the just for 
the unjust, may we partake of the peace and the joy, 
as well as the safety, which accompany believing. May 
the fears and the anxieties, the doubts and the suspi- 
cions, of a guilty conscience be removed. Assured 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin, 
and satisfied of our warrant to wash in this fountain 
opened for sin and for uncleanness, may we daily draw 
nigh to our almighty and compassionate Redeemer, 
believing that He will receive us graciously, and love 
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US freely, and keep that with which we entrust Him — 
that He will perfect all His work upon us, and fulfil 
all His promises to us, and never fail us nor forsake us, 
but in due time present us before His Father and the 
holy angels, as redeemed unto God by His blood. 

And may we not only be justified freely, but sanc- 
tified wholly. May the Spirit of Christ be poured 
out upon us abundantly, not only as the Comforter, 
but as the Sanctifier ; opening our eyes to the rule of 
duty, as well as to the foundation of hope ; and dispos- 
ing us not only to look to Christ for deliverance from 
the wrath to come, but to apply to Him to renew us 
by His grace in the spirit of our minds, and to make 
us meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 

We thank Thee, gracious God, for all the mercies 
of the past day. Be with us, we beseech Thee, during 
the silence and the slumbers of the night. Grant that 
our friends and relatives, and all who are dear to us, 
may share in Thy regard. May they partake not only 
of the kindness of Thy providence, but of the riches of 
Thy grace ; and after they have done and suffered the 
will of God, may they, together with ourselves, be 
admitted into Thy kingdom, to see Thy face, and share 
in Thy love, for ever and ever. 

And now, O Lord, let Thy kingdom come : let Thy 
name be hallowed : and let Thy will be done in earth 
as it is done in heaven I And blessed be Thy glorious 
name for ever : and let the whole earth be filled with 
Thy glory, through Jesus Christ ! Amen and Amen. 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Thoa art the Creator and the Sovereign of 
the anirerse ; the God of our life, and the length of 
onr days ; the Former of our bodies, and the Fath» 
of onr spirits. On Thee we continually depend ; and 
to Thee we are indebted, not only fer existence, bat 
for all the comforts, the privileges, and the hopesf, which 
render existence a blessing. 

When we look back on the coarse of Thy provi- 
dence, we have reason to call upon our souls and all 
that is within us to bless and to magnify Thy holy 
name. We adore Thee for the liberality that hath 
supplied our wants ; for the compassion that hath sus- 
tained our weakness ; for the patience that hath borne 
with our perverseness ; for the more than paternal kind- 
ness that hath arranged the circumstances of our lot, 
and watched over our welfare. From the dawn of our 
being to the present moment, Thou hast never deserted 
us. In those years when we were wholly unconscious 
of Thy care, Thou didst care for us. In those circum- 
stances when vain was all the help of man. Thou hast 
been present with us to support us by Thine arm, and 
to defend us by Thy shield. At those seasons when 
we might justly have been left to ourselves ; when, 
trusting to our own wisdom, we had involved ourselves 
in perplexities, or, presuming on our own strength, we 
had exposed ourselves to danger ; when our way was 
hedged up, and we seemed left to suffer the conse- 
quences of our own rashness and folly. Thou hast in- 
terposed for our deliverance, and preserved our souls 
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from death| our eyes from tears, and our feet Gcom 
falling. 

Bat especially, O Lord, we bless Thee for the loye 
Thou hast shown us in Christ Jesus. Herein is love, 
not that we loved Qody but that He hath loved us, 
and given His Son to be a propitiation for us. We 
magnify a mercy which exceeds our highest thoughts ; 
which hath descended into the lowest abyss to meet the 
depth of our misery, and which hath risen above the 
clouds, and reached unto the highest heavens, to bring 
down from thence upon us the blessings of eternal Ufe. 
O that love like this were felt by us to be more than 
we can reast I Kemembering what we have deserved, 
and what God hath done for us, may all the coldness 
and alienation of our hearts give way before a love 
which passetb knowledge and may we learn to love 
Him Who gave Himself for us, with all our souls and 
hearts, our strength and mind — supremely, devotedly, 
universally, and for ever. 

For this purpose, pour out upon us Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may renounce whatever Thy law forbids, and 
may follow after and exemplify whatever it enjoins. 
May sin be our aversion, and holiness our study and 
delight ; and, imbibing daily more of the mind that 
was in Christ Jesus, may we maintain a habitual and 
growing ascendancy over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil ; and demonstrate to the satisfaction of our own 
consciences, as well as to the conviction of all who 
know us, that we have passed from death unto life, and 
have the love of God shed abroad in our hearts, by the 
Holy Ghost given unto us. 
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guide ns, and His right hand uphold us ; and by the 
effectaal sapply of His promised grace, may He afford 
us reason continaallj to say, ^ He leadeth us in the 
paths of righteousness for His own name's sake.' 

O Lord, we would be mindful of the trials and diffi- 
culties that await us in our progress through life. 
But we also look up with confidence to Him Who is 
our reiuge from the storm, our covert from the tempest, 
and our shadow from the heat. On the strength of 
His arm, and the fidelity of His promises, we would 
repose with undoubting confidence ; and looking for- 
ward even to the last and most trying scene of our 
earthly pilgrimage, we would commit ourselves into 
His hands, and say, ^ Yea, when we walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, we will fear no evil, for 
Thou art with us ; Thy rod and Thy staff they com- 
fort us.' 

O Lord, Thou knowest all our weakness and all 
our wants : Thou art acquainted with the peculiarity 
and difficulty of our circamstances : Thou knowest 
the number, the power, and the malice of our enemies. 
Lead us, we beseech Thee, in a plain path because of 
our enemies : guide us with Thine eye set upon us : 
provide for us suitable refreshment as we advance : 
let our head be anointed with oil : let a table be pre- 
pared for us ; and let our cup run over. Of the bless- 
ings of this life grant us what to Thee may seem best ; 
but whatever be the measure of our temporal enjoy- 
ments, let the Lord Himself be the portion of our in- 
heritance and our cup, and let Him maintain our lot. 
Let a sense of His fovour infrise its sweetness into 



184 SIXTH WEEK. 

every mercy, and lessen the bitterness of every trial 
With our growing years and obligations, may our 
comforts and resources increase ; and when goodness 
and mercy have followed us all the days of our life^ 
may we dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Trusting in Thy future care, and blessing Thee for 
Thy past goodness, we now commit our bodies and 
our spirits to Thy mercy this night and for ever. 
Watch over us ; be at our right hand that we may 
not be moved; let us enjoy the sleep which Thou 
givest to Thy beloved ; and be Thou our portion and 
our God for evermore. And all that we ask is for 
Christ's sake ; to Whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Thou art great and greatly to be feared. 
With sentiments of deep humility and lively gratitude, 
we would this morning draw nigh to Thy throne. 
We are less than nothing in Thy sight, and very 
vanity. We cannot profit Thee by our services ; nor 
can we find anything in ourselves worthy of Thy re- 
gard, or calculated to avert that sentence which our 
sins deserve. Yet we approach Thee, O Lord, trusts 
ing in Thy mercy. We rejoice, that though we are 
undeserving in ourselves, we have a great High Priest 
over the house of God, thiough Whom we may come 
boldly to Thy throne. In Him, O Lord, we desire 
ever to be found ; and through Him we desire now 
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to come unto Thee. We have destroyed ourselves, 
bat in Him is our help. We rejoice that He died 
for our offencesi and was raised again for our justi- 
fication ; that He ascended up on high, and now 
sitteth at the right hand of God ; that all power is 
coDunitted into His hands ; that He administers the 
afiairs of the world in subserviency to the glory of 
His Father, and the accomplishment of His promises 
to tlie Church; that He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for His people, and is always ready, as He is 
able, to give them all things needful to their holiness 
and happiness. We rejoice that as He is now exalted 
at Thy right hand, a Prince and a Saviour, the hour 
is at hand when His glory shall be revealed ; and He 
Who came once to bear the sins of many, shall appear 
again the second time without sin unto salvation. 

May we, O Lord, not merely know these things 
concerning the Saviour, but believe in them as the 
true sayings of God, and rejoice in them as good tidings 
of great joy. May we count it a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners ; and great and manifold as 
our sins may be, may we nevertheless acknowledge 
the virtue of the Saviour^s blood, by applying to Him 
that He may sprinkle it upon us, and thereby wash us 
from our sin, and cleanse us from our iniquity. Re- 
cognising Him as the King of Zion, the exalted Head 
of the Church, the Fountain in which it hath pleased 
the Father that all fulness should dwell, may we daily 
come to Him, that out of His fulness we may receive 
even grace for grace. And looking forward to the 
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hour, when all that are in their graves shall hear His 
voice, may we now be giving all diligence to make our 
calling and election snre, that when His glorj shall 
be revealed, we also may be glad with exceeding joy. 
We give Thee thanks, O Lord, for all Thy goodness 
to us during the past period of our lives. May our 
friends, and all whom we should remember in Thy 
presence, partake of Thy favour and blessing. May 
Thy cause and people prosper. Let wisdom and 
knowledge be the stability of our times, and the fear 
of the Lord our treasure ; and let the period be hastened 
when the Lord shall cause His glorious voice to be 
heard among all nations, and when the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of God. Hear us, we 
beseech Thee, O Lord, and accept of us and bless us, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, to Whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, One God, be all honour and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thou art God in heaven above and upon 
the earth beneath, and there is none else. We bless 
Thee for the discoveries which Thou hast been pleased 
to make of Thy character, and for the encouragement 
Thou hast given us to approach Thy throne. Grant 
us the spirit of genuine worship : grant us the clean 
hands and the pure heart of them that seek Thy face, 
even of them who shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God of their salvation. 
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We acknowledge, gracious God, our nnworthiness 
of Thy mercies ; bat we bless Thee for Jesus Christ, 
Who died for oar ofiences. In Him we desire to be 
foand ; and for His sake we entreat Thee to forgive us 
all oar sins, to cleanse us from all our onrighteousness, 
to relieve us from the burden of our many spiritual 
necessities, and to qualify us by Thy grace for service 
or for suffering, according to the will of God. 

We give Thee thanks, O Lord, for the blessings of 
the past day. We thank Thee ibr every temporal ex- 
pression of Thy kindness to ourselves and to those in 
whose welfare we are interested. May the blessings 
of Thy providence create in us more ardent desires 
after the blessings of Thy grace. May they be sanc- 
tified as excitements to gratitude and motives to duty ; 
and, instead of being accepted as a portion, may they 
raise our minds to Thyself, Who alone art the portion 
and the happiness of Thy creatures. 

To Thy goodness we commend ourselves during this 
night, and during the future period of our lives. Thou 
alone knowest the way by which we are to be led : but 
we rejoice to commit our way unto Thee ; and amidst 
the darkness that invests our prospects, we recognise 
the goodness and mercy of the past as pledges for the 
future. We are not worthy of Thy care : but Thou 
hast cared for us ; and, leaning on the arm that hath 
hitherto sustained us, we would go on our way rejoic- 
ing. Let Thy grace ever be su£Scient for us. In the 
multitude of our thoughts within us, let Thy comforts 
delight our souls ; and when we say, ^Our foot slippeth/ 
let Thy mercy hold us up. 



188 SIXTH WEEK. 

Nor do we pray for ourselves alone. May gmoe^ 
and mercy, and peace be multiplied unto all whom we 
should bear on our minds at Thy throne. Guard the 
young from the dangers to which they are exposed. 
Employ in Thy service the strength of those who have 
attained mature age ; and while the heart of the aged 
faints and fails, be Thou the strength of their hearty 
and their portion for ever. 

Pour out Thy blessing, we beseech Thee, upon all 
ranks and conditions of men. May the principles of 
the Gospel of Christ gain ground in the world : may 
the wickedness of the wicked come to an end ; and 
may the reign of righteousness commence and flourish. 
O Lord, we bless Thee for Thy predictions and pro- 
mises concerning Thy Church in the latter days. 
With confidence and e2q)ectation we look forward to 
their accomplishment in Thy good time. Hasten that 
time, we beseech Thee, and employ Thy people in 
bringing it to pass ; and unto Thee in Jesus Christ, 
shall be all the glory, world without end. Amen. 



THUESDAY MORNING. 

O Thou Who art of purer eyes than to look upon sin, 
we humble ourselves before Thee on account of our 
manifold iniquities and provocations. With shame 
we remember how often we have tiuned a deaf ear to 
the reproofe of Thy providence, to the warnings of 
conscience, and to the entreaties and promises of Thy 
Word. What can we say, O Lord, in excuse for our 
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gailtt What can we say in explanation of feelings 
and conduct which, if manifested towards an earthly 
benefactor, wonld be pronounced the most aggravated 
ingratitude ; and which, if displayed in reference to 
the ordinary concerns of this life, would be charac- 
terized as madness and folly t Our iniquities testiiy 
against us. Our own hearts condemn us : our con- 
science, our understanding, our reason, our own sense 
of what is right and becoming, bear witness to our in- 
&tuation and guilt We have sinned, O Lord, and 
what shall we say unto Thee, O Thou Preserver of 
men? 

We will cast ourselves upon Thy mercy. We will 
look with the eye of faith toward Thy holy temple : 
we will remember the years of the right hand of the 
Most High ; and while our sins rise up before us like 
everlasting barriers, through which no cry of mercy 
can ascend to Thy throne, and no ray of favour can 
penetrate from Thee to us, we will rejoice and be glad 
in the thought that Thy mercy is in the heavens, 
and that Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds, — 
that Thou comest over mountains of provocations, and 
that as the heavens are above the earth, so are Thy 
ways above our ways, and Thy thoughts above our 
thoughts. 

We rejoice, O Lord, that by the gift of Thy Son, 
Thou hast made it manifest that Thou art indeed in- 
finite in mercy. Confiding in Thy Son, we now cast 
ourselves upon Thy mercy. In Him we behold a 
Saviour able and willing to save to the uttermost ; and 
accepting of the ofiers made to us of Him in the 
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Gospel, we commit to EGm oar souls to be sprinUed 
with His blood, and sanctified by Hia Spirit — to be 
redeemed from destruction, and made meet tat f^^Hj. 

O may our souls be united to Him really, latally, 
and indissolubly. May the Spirit of Christ dwdl in 
us richly, effectually, and for ever. Onr weakness is 
great, our corruptions are strong, and oar enemies are 
many ; but let Him strengthen us with all might, ac- 
cording to His glorious power, unto all patience and 
long-suffering, with joyfiilness. Amidst the difficulties 
of our way, may His presence cheer and His grace 
sustain us ; and when at length our appointed course 
is finished, may He receive us unto Himself, and per- 
fect our blessedness by being with us for ever. 

To Thy mercy we commend ourselves this day. 
May past mercies induce us to serve Thee, and en- 
courage us to confide in Thee. Let all our firiends 
share in Thy bounty and grace ; and let all whom we 
ought to remember in Thy presence, be remembered 
by Thee with that blessing which maketh rich, and 
with which Thou addest no sorrow. 

We leave Thy throne in Tliy strength, making 
mention of Thy righteousness, even of Thine only. 
And all that we ask is for Christ's sake, to Whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
everlasting glory. Amen. 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 

O LOBD, our Heavenly Father, with Whom is the pre- 
paration of the heart and the answer of the mouth, 
enable us to worship Thee in the beauty of holiness. 
From the dust in which our meanness and unworthi- 
ness make it fit that we should lie, we presume to lift 
up our eye with faith and hope, and to bless Thee as the 
God Who, in Jesus Christ, hath made Himself known 
to us as full of compassion and of great kindness. 

While sensible of the infinite distance which exists 
between us and Thee, we would not despair of Thy 
mercy. Though poor and dependent by nature, and 
infinitely unworthy by transgression, may we never 
forget that Thou retainest not anger for ever. While 
the voice of conscience threatens, may the good news 
of grace reigning through righteousness unto eternal 
life by Jesus Christ, silence every accusation, and still 
every fear ; and, persuaded that He Who died for our 
ofiences, and rose again for our justification, is mighty 
to save, may we cast away the burden that oppresses 
us, and exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with a joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

Grant, O Lord, that being released from the bond- 
age of fear, and being made partakers of the gloriou?) 
liberty of the children of God, we may walk before 
Thee with a perfect heart. May a sense of deep and 
unmerited obligation to the Divine mercy, constrain 
us, as with the power of a new nature, to a life of holy 
obedience. Instead of calculating how little we may 
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do without cessing to be Thr servants^ maj wele 
pnxnpted bj a holy ainbitioQ to carry leligion into the 
bosuMSS of life, and to make obedience to Thy will 
commensorate with the wfade tenor and duration of 
our being. 

And O do Thon, Who art the Parent of all holy 
porposes and righteons cooduct, help us by Thy 
Spirit at once to resolve and to do whatever is well- 
pleasing in Thy sight. LeaTe ns not, we beseech 
Thee, to ourselves. Wherever we are, may we bear 
in mind our own weakness and proneness to fall into 
sin. Sensible that we have no strength of our own, 
may we lean on the arm which hath upheld the 
Church in all its temptations and dangers ; and while 
presened from false security by remembering the 
number, the power, and the craft of our enemies, may 
we be preserved from yielding to unworthy and tor- 
menting fears, by considering that greater is He that 
is with us than all that can be against us. 

Thus, O Lord, carry us forward in our Christian 
course. At every stage of our journey, provide for 
us suitable and seasonable refreshment. Let Thy 
Spirit be continually with our spirits ; and at length, 
when our appointed race is run and our warfare is 
accomplished, receive us unto Thyself, and be our 
God, as Thou hast been our guide, for ever and ever. 

Now, O Lord, believing in Thy promises, and 
relying on Thee for the accomplishment of them, we 
commit our bodies and our spirits, and all who are 
dear to us, into Thy merciful liands this night. Hear 
us when we call upon Thee, O God of our righteous- 
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ness; have mercy upon us, and hear our prayer. 
Now unto Him Who is ahle to keep us from falling, 
and to present us faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our 
Saviour, be^lory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. 



FRTOAY MORNING. 

O Lord, in approaching Thy throne this mornings 
we would unite with those blessed spirits who stand 
around Thy throne, in giving glory, and honour, and 
thanks to Thee, Who livest for ever and ever. We 
adore and bless Thee, not only as the Creator of all 
things, but as our bountiful Benefactor. Thou hast 
bestowed upon us not only a living soul, capable of 
consciousness and enjoyment, but a rational and im- 
mortal nature, calculated to derive its happiness from 
the contemplation of Thee in Thy works, from com- 
munion with Thee in Thine ordinances, and from 
being with Thee in Thy kingdom. 

And we bless Thee, that though sin hath marred 
the original excellence of our nature, and cast us 
down from the honours of our first estate. Thou hast 
followed us into the depths to which our iniquities 
have sunk us, and by the exceeding riches of Thy 
grace, in Thy kindness towards us through Christ 
Jesus, hast infinitely surpassed all the liberality of 
Thy primitive gifts. We bless God, who is rich in 
mercy, for the great love wherewith He loved us ; 

N 
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Who, even when we were dead in sin, hath quick^ed 
us together with Christ, and hath raised us up to- 
gether, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus. 

While we caU to mind our obligatioiy to redeem- 
ing mercy, and praise Thee for all that Thy love hath 
done for us, we entreat Thee to teach us what we 
shall do in testimony of our gratitude, and in return 
for Thy benefits. Our goodness eztendeth not unto 
Thee, yet we bless Thee that Thou art pleased to ac- 
knowledge and to accept the humble and defective 
services of Thy redeemed servants. Make us to un- 
derstand the way of Thy commandments. Open our 
minds to a perception of our duty ; remove the pre- 
judices of our hearts against it ; make us willing to 
be led into all truth, and into the practice of all holi- 
ness ; lead Thou us, O Lord, Thyself, by Thy Spirit, 
in Thy good and holy way ; and suffer us not, we 
entreat Thee, to be seduced from it by the allurements 
of sin, or by the weakness and irresolution of our own 
corrupt nature. 

May we be made acquainted with our duty, not only 
in its general outline, but in its minutest details, and 
in its amplest extent. Teach us to love Thee, the Lord 
our God, supremely, universally, disinterestedly, and 
constantly. Make all our duty sweet to us, by dis- 
posing us to identify it with Thy service, by causing 
us to hear Thy voice enjoining it, and by permitting 
us to experience Thy presence and grace in our en- 
deavours to perform it. 

Nor, in our zeal for Thy glory, let us ever be un- 
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mindful of our daty to our neighbour. May we 
remember that Thou hast placed love to our neigh- 
bour as only second in order to love to Thyself; and 
while the throne of our hearts is surrendered to Thee, 
may the affixations which find their centre in Thee, 
extend their influence through the whole sphere of 
our connection with society, and include within their 
range all whom Thou hast united to us by the various 
ties of kindred or of firiendship, of grace, of neighbour- 
hood, of country, or of a common nature. 

Be pleased, O Lord, we entreat Thee, to instruct 
and asnst us this day in the discharge of our various 
and respective duties. May each of us be thankful 
for Thy mercies, zealous in Thy service, kind to one 
another, and anxious to approve ourselves unto Thee. 
May we advance in the way to heaven, and may this 
be a day upon which we shall have no cause to look 
back' with regret, when that great day arrives which 
shall terminate the affairs of time, and try the value 
of every man's work. All that we ask is for Christ's 
sake; and to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, be glory for ever. Amen. 



PHIDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, we- adore and bless Thee as the God of grace 
and of consolation ; in Whom we not only live and 
move and have our being, but by Whom we have 
been called to the enjoyment of all heavenly and 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. O grant that we 
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Biajr feel oar oUigstioiiSy not onl j to creathig good- 
nessy and proridential care and boonlj, bat to le- 
deeming love and sanctifying grace. May the design 
for which the Savioar died be accomplished in oar 
experience and manifested in oar condnct. Maj our 
temper and oar feelings, oar desires and oar porsaits, 
be cast into the moald of His example^ and exhibit a 
resemblance to that holy and perfect pattern which 
He hath left fer oar imitation. Looking up to Him 
for encoaragement in all oar attempts to serre Thee ; 
for direction in the path of dnty; fer sapport ander the 
burden of affliction; fer new supplies of grace to meet 
every new exigency in our condition; committing our- 
selves habitually to Him Who careth for us, and rely- 
ing on the power of His arm and the feithfulness of 
His promises ; may we go up through this wilderness 
in which we are called to perform our pilgrimage to 
heaven, and feel, as we advance, our strength renewed 
and our courage heightened, until we attain the end 
of our faith, even the salvation of our souls. O grant 
that such may be our confidence in the Lord our 
Shepherd, and such our experience of the power of 
His rod and of His staff to guide and to support us, 
that we may have reason, when called to walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, to say, * We will 
fear no evil,' and when heart and flesh fail us, to 
exult in Thee, as the strength of our heart and our 
portion for ever. 

For all Thy goodness to us during the past day, 
we would now render to Thee our grateful and 
humble acknowledgments. With deep-felt penitence 
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we call to mind the many instances in which we have 
failed in our duty, and transgressed Thy holy laws. 
With shame and confusion of face, we acknowledge 
that while Thou hast been dealing with ns as with 
children, we have too often been unmindful of the 
hand that fed us, and too often provoked Thee by 
our follies and our disobedience. Let Thy goodness, 
nevertheless, be exercised towards us. Let Thy 
mercy towards us be very great ; and let it extend 
not only to the pardon of our past offences, but to 
the communication of grace, that in time to come 
we may glorify Thee in the enjoyment of all Thy 
gifls, and in the purposes to which we apply all our 
powers. 

To Thy compassion and kindness we commend 
ourselves during this night. Let our sleep re&esh 
our bodies ; and let a sense of Thy goodness in be- 
stowing it excite us to devote our waking hours more 
unreservedly to Thy service. 

With ourselves, we would be mindful in Thy pre- 
sence of all our friends, and of all whom it is our 
duty in any way to remember at Thy throne. Let 
Thy grace be accommodated to their various circum- 
stances and necessities. Enlarge, we pray Thee, the 
boundaries of the Redeemer's kingdom. Add daily, 
both at home and in foreign and distant lands, to the 
number of His subjects, and hasten the time when 
all the ends of the world shall turn unto the Lord, 
and all kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
Thee. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, O Lord; and accept 
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of xtBy and bless us, for the sake of Jesos Christ, to 
Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, be glory for ever. Amen. ^ 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O Thou Who art the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever; Who wast, and art, and art to come, the 
Almighty; we bow down ourselves before Thee in 
humility and reverence. This morning we desire, 
with a thankfiil sense of Thy past goodness, to com- 
mend our bodies and our spirits to Thy merciful pro- 
tection. Keep alive upon our minds a recollection of 
the comparative vanity and the uncertain tenure of 
all earthly blessings. While we receive the good 
things of providence with thankfulness, and rejoice in 
them as Thy gifts, let us not set our hearts upon 
them. May we consider them as valuable only in 
their connection with Thy favour. With temperance 
and moderation may we use them ; and when it is 
Thy will to withdraw them, may we remember that 
they were but lent us ; humbly and submissively may 
we resign them, thankful that they never constituted 
our portion, and that the true sources of our felicity 
in Thee lie far beyond the reach of accident and 
change. 

Elevate our minds, O Lord, we beseech Thee, far 
above a present evil world. Weaken the hold which 
temporal things take of our affections. Let us daily 
become less aff(^cted by earthly changes; less liable 
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to be the prey oi earthly anxieties ; less disposed to 
say of earthly blessings, however yaloable and en- 
deared, ^Ye are onr gods;' and less prone^ when visited 
by earthly losses and disappointments, to indulge in 
deep and overpowering sorrow, as if our all had been 
taken from us, and we knew not where to torn for com- 
fort. O, while in the world, may we never lose sight 
of that eternal world which lies so near as. May its 
glories eclipse in onr eyes all the empty splendoors 
of a scene which is soon to vanish away. May our 
chief solidtude be to prepare for a state that is unend- 
ing and unchangeable ; and in comparison of this, 
which is the great object of existence, may eveiything 
else that bears a relation merely to this present world, 
rink into insignificance and contempt. 

Nor, in the contemplation of our future prospects, 
let us be seduced into forgetfulness of present duty. 
Let not the hope of heaven make us indifferent to the 
claims of duty on earth ; nor spirituality and heaven- 
ly-mindedness assume the character of insensibility or 
indoloice. While fervent in spirit, may we also be 
active in business ; and while as strangers and pil- 
grims we pass the time of our sojourning here in fear, 
may we also learn to provide things honest in the sight 
of all men, to be kindly affectioned one toward another, 
in brotherly love preferring one another, to rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and to weep with them that 
weep. 

O Lord, Thou alone canst guide us ; Thou alone 
canst lead us in the way everlasting; Thou alone 
canst preserve us from the extremes into which we 



200 SIXTH WEEC 

are ever liable to fidl. Guide us, we beseech Thee, 
with Thy counsel ; make us to understand the waj 
of Thy precepts ; remove firom us the way ci lying ; 
and incline our hearts to perform Thy statutes always 
even unto the end. 

Thus, O Lord, we entreat Thee to lead us this day. 
Be our God, and the God of all our firiends, and oi 
all whom we should remember in Thy presence. And 
all that we ask is for Christ^s sake, for Whom we bless 
Thee, and Who is all our hope ; and to Whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, One Gtxl, be ^017 
for ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, Who art a refuge for the op- 
pressed, and a very present help in time of trouble, 
we this evening draw nigh, laden with the burden of 
our sinfulness and wants, but encouraged by Thine 
own assurances and promises, to cast our burden upon 
Thee, that Thou mayest sustain it. We bless Thee 
for all Thy past goodness ; we thank Thee that we 
have been preserved during another day and another 
week. Continue Thy goodness, we beseech Thee, 
towards us. During the silence and solitude of this 
night, and even when we are unconscious of Thy 
care, let Thy grace be exerted on our minds. May 
we have reason, when we awake, to say, * We will 
bless the Lord, Who hath given us counsel. Who 
hath proved and instructed us in the night season.' 
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With minds awake to the design of Thy holy day, 
may we arise in the morning, and enter on the duties 
of the Sabbath. And daring the whole coarse of the 
day, and while engaged in its various exercises, may 
we be consdoas of the presence and grace of Him 
Who is the life of ordinances, and the Lord of the 
Sabbath ; and Who hath promised to satisfy the long- 
ing soul, and to fiU the hungry soul with goodness. 

Nor would we pray for ourselves alone. Be very 
gracious to all who are in any way connected with 
us. Have compassion, we beseech Thee, upon the 
young and the inexperienced. While their heart is 
yet tender, stretch forth Thy hand and save them firom 
the dangers to which they are exposed, opening their 
eyes, and turning them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them that are sanctified, by faith that is in Christ Jesus. 

Instruct the ignorant. May they who are feeling 
after Thee if haply they may find Thee, be assisted 
in their search after the good way in which they shall 
find rest to their souls. To the consolations of Thy 
grace we commend the afflicted and distressed in 
mind, body, or outward estate. May their afflictions 
lead them away firom broken reeds and empty cisterns, 
to God, the glory of their strength, and the lifter up 
of their head : may they, even in their darkest hours, 
feel that they are in the hands of a wise and a com- 
passionate Heavenly Father ; and though no chasten- 
ing for the present seemeth to be joyous, but rather 
grievous, nevertheless afterward let it work the peace- 
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able fruit of righteousness to them that are exercised 
thereby. 

Be with Thy genuine people everywhere. Break not 
the bruised reed ; quench not the smoking flax. In- 
crease the comfort and the holiness of Thy people. In 
all their tabernacles may there be the voice of joy and 
health ; and on every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, 
and on all her assemblies, may the Lord create a cloud 
and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming flre by 
night ; and upon all the glory let there be a defence. 

O do Thou Who art the God of all the families 
that dwell upon the face of the earth, look in com- 
passion upon those dark places which are still the 
habitations of cruelty. Send out of Zion the rod of 
Thy strength. Lift up Thy voice in power, and say to 
the north, ^ Give up ; ' and to the south, ^ Keep not 
back : bring my sons from far, and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth.' 

And while thus Thou hastenest the glory of the 
latter day, increase the interest and zeal of Thy 
people in the accomplishment of Thy promises to 
Thy Church. For Zion's sake let them not hold 
their peace ; and for Jerusalem's aske, let them not 
rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as bright- 
ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that bumeth. 

These our prayers we present before Thee. Hear 
us in heaven Thy holy habitation ; and when Thou 
hearest, forgive, and answer, and accept of us, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our only Saviour and Mediator ; 
to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, be glory for ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Thou God of the Sabbath, we desire, on this the 
momiDg of Thine own day, to unite together in homblj 
adoring Thy greatness, acknowledging Thy goodness, 
and supplicating Thy mercy. This is the day when 
the Saviour rose firom the dead. May the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give unto 
us this day to know the exceeding greatness of the 
power which wrought in Christ, when He raised Him 
from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in 
the heavenly places. May our minds attain to clear, 
enlarged, and satisfying views of the person, character, 
and work of Christ : with a firmer &ith than we have 
hitherto exercised, may we apprehend the value of 
His sacrifice, the perfection of His righteousness, and 
the merit of His death. O may the fears of guilt, — 
the doubts and suspicions of a heart originally at enmity 
with God, and still labouring under the consciousness 
of much remaining hostility to His will, — ^be this day 
subdued. May we honour a risen Saviour, by relying 
on His power to save, by placing all our burdens at 
His feet, by applying to Him as our Prince and 
Saviour, to bestow on us the gifts which are accumu- 
lated in His fulness, and which He is seated upon the 
throne of His glory to confer. 

Blessed God, we would look forward to a brighter 
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than the present day. We rejoice in the hope of an 
endless and heavenly Sabbath. Blessed are the men, 
Thy servants, which stand in Thy conrts, and hear 
Thy voice ! Blessed are they that dwell in Thy hoosci 
they will be still praising Thee I O may this day be 
to ns a foretaste and a pledge of the elevated and en- 
during felicity of heaven ! May its services be sancti- 
fied as a preparation for the perfect love, the unspeak- 
able rapture, and the endless thanksgiving and praise 
of that world, where Thou art seen without a vail, 
where Thy servants serve Thee, and where the Lamb 
is the light thereof. Lead us, O Thou Shepherd of 
Israel, while we are in this wilderness, to those green 
pastures, to those still waters, which shall bring 
before our minds the glories of the New Jerusalem, — 
the clear fountains of the water of life proceeding out 
of the throne of God and of the Lamb> — ^the good land 
where they that are before the throne hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more, but where the Lamb that is 
in the midst of the throne leads them and feeds them, 
and where God wipes away all tears firom their eyes. 

In all the exercises of Thy worship may we enjoy 
Thy presence and aid. Accompany the preaching of 
the Gospel with power from on high. Enlarge the 
hearts of its ministers with affectionate zeal for the 
honour of the Saviour, and the salvation of their 
brethren of mankind. Especially sustain and comfort 
Thy servants whom Thou hast sent to the heathen. 
Let not their sky be brass, nor the field of their labours 
iron ; but bless them in the city, and bless them in the 
field ; bless them in the work of their hands, and bless 
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tbem in the increase of their toiL May the Lord 
command His blessing npon them in all that they set 
their hands onto, and in all the lands whither He hath 
carried them. 

And now, O Lord, we commend onrselTes to Thee, 
and to die word of Thy grace ; and all that we ask is 
for Chrisfs sake. Amen, 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Who art the giver of every good and per- 
fect gift ; we this evening unite in thanking Thee for 
another day of the Son of Man, and for the renewed 
opportunity which we have thereby enjoyed of waiting 
upon Thee in Thy house of prayer. We thank Thee 
for any capacity which we have this day felt for the 
spiritual exercises of the closet and the sanctuary. 
Thou art the author of all the good that is in the heart 
of man ; and if we have been enabled this day to enter 
into the design of the Sabbath, — to rest from worldly 
thoughts as well as worldly employments, — to realize 
Tliy presence in Thy house, and to hold fellowship 
with Thee in Thine ordinances, — it is because Thou, 
Lord, hast restrained Satan, and healed the fountain 
of corruption in our souls, and given us of Thy Spirit, 
and made us what we are. O make us truly thankful 
for every symptom of Thy good work within us. 
Enable us to hold fast the things which Thy gracious 
hand hath wrought ; to be watch{tj> 9^ strengthen 
the things that remain, lest they b^ ready to die ; to 
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be dissatisfied with present attainments, and to go on 
unto perfection, forgetting the things which are behind, 
and reaching forth nnto those that are before, pressing 
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Add, we beseech Thee, stability to our faith, ex- 
pansion to our hope, fervour to our chari^, vigour 
consistency and energy to our Christian character. 
May the holy bias of our will keep pace with our 
increase of knowledge ; and may our power to resist 
temptation be always equal to the difficulty of our 
circumstances, and the extent of our duties. May we 
grow in grace, while we grow in knowledge ; and add 
every outward social and public virtue to the principle 
of faith which we cherish in our hearts. 

We lament, O Lord, before Thee, the poverty of 
our attainments, the slowness of our progress, the 
languor and deadness of our spiritual frame, notwith- 
standing our many and precious advantages. O for- 
^ve the hardness and impenitence that still cleave to 
us. Forgive the listlessness of our attention, tho 
lukewarm ness of our affections, the Bfelessness of 
our devotions. Forgive our want of personal applica- 
tion, and of serious practical impression, in hearing 
Thy Word ; and our faint recollection of its most im- 
portant truths and necessary lessons. Lay not these 
our sins to our charge ; but blot them out of the book 
of Thy remembrance, and send Thy Holy Spirit into 
our hearts, that we may be rescued from their power, 
as well as saved from their consequences. 

Extend, we pray Thee, to others the blessings 
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which we have soaght fi>r ourselves. E^ncompass oor 
native land with the shield of Thy protecting pro- 
vidence. Ragn in the heart of our Queen : direct 
her counsels, and prosper her endeavours for the 
welfare of the nation. Bless all rmiki of men ; and 
diffuse throughout society the spirit of pure and nn- 
defiled religion. Xiet the wickedness of the wicked 
come everywhere to an end; and let the time be 
hastened when, according to Thy promise, Thou wilt 
extend peace to Zioa like a river, and the gloiy of the 
Gentiles like a flowing stream, — when Thou wilt 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 
Hear us, O Lord, we eutreat Thee, and accept o£ na, 
£)r Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O LoKD, OUT Heavenly Father, the Author of oar 
being and of all our enjoyments, in Whose hand oar 
breath is, and Whose are all our ways, we desire with 
grateful hearts to give Thee thanks for Thy merciful 
care of us during the past night, and for the li^t and 
blessings of this morning. 

In entering on the business of this day, we would 
take enconragement from Thy past goodness to en- 
trust Thee with the care of all our concerns, and to 
commit our way wholly to Thy direction. As the 
beloved of the Lord, may we dwell in safety ; and may 
we not only experience Thy guardian care in our 
going oat and in our coming in, bnt may we be 
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enabled to set Thee continually before ns, and to 
joy the comfortable persuasioni that becaose Tlioa art 
at our right hand we shall not be moyed. 

We thank Thee> O Lord, for the opportunity we 
yesterday enjoyed of acquiring a more perfect ao- 
quaintance with Thy will, and of forming a clearer 
conception of Thy gracious character. We thank 
Thee for any addition to our religious knowledge, 
and for any fresh impidse to our religious character^ 
which may have attended or followed the exercises 
of Tliy worship. Forgive, we beseech Thee, the 
defective views, the languid emotions, the transient 
impressions, by which our devotional services may 
have been characterized. Boot out of our hearts 
that spirit of practical unbelief, by which the effect 
of Divine truth is so oflen counteracted, and the 
force and value of its saving lessons are so often lost 
upon us. O Lord, our Sabbaths, which are our 
highest privileges and our best mercies, would, but 
for Thy grace, leave no trace upon our minds, and 
present nothing but matter of accusation against 
us in Thy great day. But Thou art slow to anger, 
and of great mercy ; and, therefore, while we con- 
fess and bewail the sins of our holy things, we pray 
Thee not only to pardon our deficiencies and provoca- 
tions, but to grant us Thy Holy Spirit ; that He may 
recall to our memories the truths which we have 
heard, and engraft them in our hearts as principles 
of feeling and of conduct, to the lasting comfort and 
profit of our souls. May we and all Thy people 
whose privilege it has been to hear Thy blessed Word, 
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and to join together in the nrvicea of the sanctuaiy, 
bear with as into the wor\d a lively sense of the reali^ 
and anspeakable importance of eternal things. May 
the temper of the Sahbath accompany tu into the en- 
gagements of ordinary life ; and in the presence of oor 
fellow-men, may we walk so as that the name of Ood 
and His doctrine be honoured and not blasphemed. 

Help OS and all Thy people to be osefbl to one 
another, and to society at large. Having been taught 
the knowledge of Thy will, may we be inspired with 
a generons desire to become the benefactors of onr 
perishing brethren, by imparting, as we have oppoi^ 
tmiity, the benefit we have omwlves received. And 
may Thy blessing attend the exertions which we and 
Thy people may be enabled to make ; so that whether 
we seek to promote the extension of the Redeemer's 
kingdom by onr prayers, our contribations, our words 
of encouragement, or by the simple light of a holy 
example, we may have the comfort of perceiving that 
Thou art vrith us, and that Thy cause is prospering. 
Hear ns, and accept of us, for all that we ask is for 
Christ onr Kedeemei's sake. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O LoBD, Wliose we are, and Whom it is onr highest 
privilege to serve, enable as this evening to draw 
near to Thee with true hearts, and to worship Thee 
in the beau^ of holiness. Teach us the value of 
Thy friendship; and while Thoo invltest us to hold 
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^^ #V fft^*^ ^°^ minds for meditat- 

jir ' ^^ ^^^ perfsctionSy for realizing Thy 

a< 1*^^ i*^tgg ptomisesj and for reposing in Thee 

^i*'/*']fAiVli as our God and the God of 

^^^iJl ^y nature estranged from Thee ; but 



M' J Lord, to reconcile us by the blood of 
y/^ Show us our natural guilt and danger. 



/^.'^p^'ness and misery. Show us Thy method 

^g^very and reconciliation. O do Thou Who 

/ ^ lay upon Thy Son the burden of our iniquity, 

^ didst in Him provide an all-sufiScient sacrifice 

fjt sin, reveal Him to us in all His power and will- 

j^Miess to save. Draw us to Him by the constrain- 

fiig energy of Thy Holy Spirit ; and draw us to 

Xhyself in Hiin, that, having found the fountain of 

living waters, we may no longer seek to quench our 

thirst at distant streams, and broken and empty 

cisterns. 

If any among us be yet blind and afar off, remove 
the vail from that darkened heart ; disturb the sinful 
security of that impenitent soul. Rouse the immortal 
mind, O Lord, to inquire what shall it be profited, 
if it should gain the whole world and lose its own 
capacity of happiness for ever. O may the affecting 
tokens by which we are everywhere surrounded, of 
the unsubstantial nature and the fleeting duration 
of the best of earthly blessings, be sanctified as the 
means of raising our affections to a heavenly treasure, 
an incorruptible inheritance which fadeth not away. 
And if any among us be alive to the value of 



MONDAY EVENINQ. 211 

spiritual blessings, but burdened with doubts as to his 
title to accept and appropriate them, open that mind| 
we beseech Thee, to a clear perception of the gracious 
character of the salvation of the Gospel. Let that 
mind hear with joyiul conviction, the Spirit and the 
bride say, ^ Come ; ' let him hear till he himself be 
able to say, ^ Come ;' as athirst let him come, and let 
him take of the water of life ireely. 

O let not the folly of childhood, the thoughtlessness 
of youth, the cares of busy manhood, or the burden 
and languor of increasing years, deaden the mind to 
the things that belong to its everlasting peace. May 
the fears of a guilty conscience, may the perplexities 
of a doubting mind, may a sense of helpless corruption 
unable to withstand the tide of outward temptation, 
may the prospect of death, and the griefs and disap- 
pointments of life, be all sanctified as the means of 
weaning the heart from the world, and of leading it to 
its rest in God. 

Be Thou, O Lord, Thyself the guide of the blind, 
the light of them that are in darkness, the instructor 
of the foolish, a teacher of babes. Be Thou the stay 
of the helpless, the shield of the tempted, the comforter 
of them that are cast down and sorrowful. Let each 
experience the fulness as well as the freeness of Thy 
salvation ; and find Thee to be a God, willing, as Thou 
art able, to do for the soul far more exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that it can ask or think. 

With our desires fixed on Thee, we would now close 
this day, and resign ourselves to the slumbers of the 
night. Be our shield to defend, as Thou hast this day 
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fellowship with Thee, prepare our minds for meditat- 
ing on Thy glorious perfections, for realizing Thy 
great and precious promises, and for reposing in Thee 
with affectionate faith as our God and the Grod of 
our salvation. 

We are all by nature estranged from Thee ; but 
be pleased, O Lord, to reconcile us by the blood of 
Thy Son. Show us our natural guilt and danger, 
our emptiness and misery. Show us Thy method 
of recovery and reconciliation. O do Thou Who 
didst lay upon Thy Son the burden of our iniquity, 
and didst in Him provide an all-sufiScient sacrifice 
for sin, reveal Him to us in all His power and will- 
ingness to save. Draw us to Him by the constrain- 
ing energy of Thy Holy Spirit ; and draw us to 
Thyself in Him, that, having found the fountain of 
living waters, we may no longer seek to quench our 
thirst at distant streams, and broken and empty 
cisterns. 

If any among us be yet blind and afar off, remove 
the vail from that darkened heart ; disturb the sinful 
security of that impenitent soul. Rouse the immortal 
mind, O Lord, to inquire what shall it be profited, 
if it should gain the whole world and lose its own 
capacity of happiness for ever. O may the affecting 
tokens by which we are everywhere surrounded, of 
the unsubstantial nature and the fleeting duration 
of the best of earthly blessings, be sanctified as the 
means of raising our affections to a heavenly treasure, 
an incorruptible inheritance which fadeth not away. 

And if any among us be alive to the value of 
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spiritual blessings, but burdened with doubts as to his 
title to accept and appropriate them, open that mind| 
we beseech Thee, to a clear perception of the gracious 
character of the salvation of the Gospel. Let that 
mind hear with joyful conviction, the Spirit and the 
bride ssLjy ^ Come ; ' let him hear till he himself be 
able to say, ^ Come ;' as athirst let him come, and let 
him take of the water of life ireely. 

O let not the folly of childhood, the thoughtlessness 
of youth, the cares of busy manhood, or the burden 
and languor of increasing years, deaden the mind to 
the things that belong to its everlasting peace. May 
the fears of a guilty conscience, may the perplexities 
of a doubting mind,, may a sense of helpless corruption 
unable to withstand the tide of outward temptation, 
may the prospect of death, and the griefs and disap- 
pointments of life, be all sanctified as the means of 
weaning the heart from the world, and of leading it to 
its rest in God. 

Be Thou, O Lord, Thyself the guide of the blind, 
the light of them that are in darkness, the instructor 
of the foolish, a teacher of babes. Be Thou the stay 
of the helpless, the shield of the tempted, the comforter 
of them that are cast down and sorrowful. Let each 
experience the fulness as well as the freeness of Thy 
salvation ; and find Thee to be a God, willing, as Thou 
art able, to do for the soul far more exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that it can ask or think. 

With our desires fixed on Thee, we would now close 
this day, and resign ourselves to the slumbers of the 
night. Be our shield to defend, as Thou hast this day 



212 SEVENTH WEEK. 

been our sun to enlighten us. And all that we ask is 
for Jesus Christ's sake, to Whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, be everlasting thanksgiving and praiae. 
Amen. 

TUESDAY MORNING. 

We worship Thee^ O Lord, as the King eternal, im- 
mortal, and invisible, the only wise God. Thy throne 
is established in the heavens, and Thy kingdom mleth 
over all. Without Thy permission, not a sparrow 
fisdleth to the ground, and even the very hairs of oar 
head are all numbered. 

We adore that power which extends to the remotest 
bounds of the universe, which embraces in its control 
the course of nature, the events of Providence, the 
actions of men, and the joys of the blest and the 
sufferings of the lost inhabitants of the invisible world. 
We adore that power which subdues all things to its 
purposes ; which the wisdom of the wise cannot pene- 
trate, which the strength of the mighty cannot resist, 
which poureth contempt upon princes, and is terrible 
to the kings of the earth. We adore that power which 
is regulated by infinite goodness, and administered by 
unerring wisdom. We rejoice that the affairs of the 
universe are conducted by a hand which brings good 
out of evil ; which accomplishes its plans by means 
that seem to us hopeless ; and which provides, in the 
issue of all events, a revenue of glory to God, and a 
theme of everlasting thanksgiving to all the family of 
the redeemed, and all the hosts of heaven. 
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Espedallf, O Lord, we adore and magnify that 
power which has been so often displayed in caring for 
as; which has saved na from so many dangers, and 
conferred upon as so many blessings ; which has 
watched over ns in infancy, led us by the hand in yonth, 
gnided us through the perils of inexperience, npheld 
OS amidst the pressure of temptation, guarded as from 
the infection of disease, and oftentimes redeemed our 
lives from the power of the grave. We bless the 
power which has ordered all oar lot ; which is onr light 
by day, our watch by night ; that spreads a table for 
us in the wilderness, and opens fountains to ns in the 
desert ; that restrains the malice of enemies, and gives 
us a place in the afiections of kindred and friends ; 
that daily disappoints our fears, exceeds our expecta- 
tions, infuses sweetness into our comforts, and converts 
our trials into blessiags ; which hath done so many 
and such great things for us, that were we to reckon 
them, we should find them as the waters of the great 
deep, and as the sand by the seashore. 

Above all, we bless, we praise the power that hath 
reached us, even in onr low estate ; that hath pitied 
ns when we were enemies, and saved ns when we were 
lost We bless the hand which might have been 
stretched out to destroy, bat which bath been strong 
to save. 

And now, O otir God, to Whom appertaineth the 
power, be Thine also the ^ory, of onr deliverance from 
all those evils which we justly deserve, and of onr 
restoration to those unspeakable privileges of which 
our Saviour*! blood alone is the purchase. Send out 
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of Zion the rod of Thy great power, and in the hand 
of Thy Spirit let it be mighty to the palling down 
of Satan's strongholds in our souls. Constrain na 
by the gentle yet all-powerfnl influence of the cross 
of Christ, to cast from us every weapon, and every 
ensign of rebellion, and to yield ourselves to Thee as 
Thy willing people and redeemed servants for ever. 

Hear us, O Lord ; and these great mercies which 
we ask for ourselves, be pleased likewise to vouchsafe 
to all whom, in our prayers, it becomes us to bear on 
our minds ; that Thy glory may be advanced in the 
holiness and happiness of members daily added to Thy 
family, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen and 
Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thou art high above all nations, and Thy 
glory is above the heavens. Encouraged by Thy good- 
ness, we approach Thy throne. We rejoice that, while 
we depend on Thy power for protection, and on Thy 
bounty for relief, we have strong consolation in the 
hope set before us in the Gospel, and in those great 
and precious promises which Thou hast confirmed by 
an oath. 

Thou art infinitely glorious in Thyself: from eternity 
Thou wast ineffably blessed in the fulness of Thine 
own perfections; yet Thou wast pleased to give us 
being, and to connect the display of Thy glory with 
our conformity to Thine image. When we had sinned 
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and come short of Thy glory, Thoa wast still the ever- 
blessed and the all-perfect Jehovah, and mightest have 
magnified Thy name by blotting ns oat of being, or 
by setting ns forth as an example of Thy righteous 
displeasure at sin. 

Bat blessed be the Lord, Who daily loadeth ns with 
His benefits, even the God of our salvation, onto 
Whom belong the issues irom death. Thou, Who 
didst give us being, hast been pleased to continue the 
gift ; yea, where sin hath abounded, grace bath much 
more abounded. Thanks be unto God for His un- 
^>eakable ^fi \ For this Thy love which passeth 
knowledge, we will be glad and rejoice before Thee ; 
yea, we will sing praises unto Thy name. 

And while we ascribe power and excellency unto 
God, we would remember and rejoice that it is He 
Who hath done such great things for ns, Who giveth 
strength and power onto His people, and Who encoa- 
rages ns to look to Him for all those blessings which 
Jbrm the heritage of His servants. Bless us, we be- 
seech Thee, even every one of us, with a saving interest 
in these blessings. Thou, God, hast commanded Thy 
strength ; strengthen ns to escape fi^)ni the bondage 
of our natural corruption ; and if Thou hast already 
stretched forth Thy hand and broken our chain, 
strengthen, we entreat Thee, that which Thou hast 
already wrought. Speak peace to onr consciences, by 
enabling us to exercise a firmer and a simpler faith in 
the blood of atonement. Infuse into our souls a mwe 
commanding and constraining sense of Tliy authority 
and lov^ by uniting us more closely to the fountain of 
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spiritual life. Provide for our stedfiistness in tempCs- 
tion and for onr growth in grace, hj keeping open the 
sacred channel of Divine communications and sapplies, 
and by replenishing our souls fix>m day to day with 
the enriching dew of Thy blessing. O may He Who 
hath ascended up on high, look down upon us con- 
tinually with Divine compassion fix>m the throne of 
His glory ; may He impart to us from time to time, 
according to our need, the gifts which He hath received 
for men ; may He enlarge our capacities for receiving 
them ; and having quickened our desires, and prompted 
our petitions, may He open the windows of heaven, 
and pour out His blessing upon us, till there be no 
more room to receive it. 

Nor do we pray for ourselves alone. Let Thy mercy 
extend to our friends and kindred, our beneikctors and 
neighbours, and all our brethren of mankind. Dwell 
in our native land. May our country not only enjoy 
Thy favour, but be employed, in Thy providence, as 
the medium of good to surrounding nations. May the 
waters of the sanctuary overflow from it to other lands, 
and carry with them healing and a blessing, whither- 
soever Thou makest them to turn. 

We commend ourselves this night to Thy protection 
and care. And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us and with all for whom we 
ought to pray, both now and for ever. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O LoBD, our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer, Who 
hast given na beinf^ continued os in it, and called 
us to the hope of a better and glorioos life through 
Jesus Christ; we would this morning render unto 
Thee oar humble and grateful thanks for all Thy good- 
ness and loving-kindness. We thank Thee for pei^ 
mitting us at this time to assemble in Thy presence, 
and to make known our wants, and present our sup- 
plications, at Thy throne. Thou art the Hearer of 
prayer ; and Thou hast promised to give to them that 
ask, to be found of tfaem that seek, and to open to 
them that knock. 

Encouraged by Thy promises, we. Thine unworthy 
servants, would now present to Thee the desires of oar 
hearts. We know not the things which we should ask ; 
but we beseech Theo to remove our ignorance, and to 
correct our mistakes ; and, though from inadvertence 
we may neglect many things which we need, or, from 
mistxinception, may beg many things which it may not 
be for our profit to receive, yet let Thy gracious wisdom 
be in all things the interpreter of our petitions ; and 
let the answers to our prayers be according to the 
multitude of Thy mercies, and not according to our 
dark and misjudging will. 

Bestow upon us that amount of temporal good which 
Tbou seest to be best for our souls. Give us day by 
day our daily bread ; and work in us an entire satis- 
faction with the ordiuattoiu of Thine all-wise and 
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beneficent providence. Maywebecarefnlfbrnodiing; 
but in everything by prayer and supplication^ with 
thanksgiving, may we make known our wants unto 
Thee, casting all our care upon Thee, Who carest 
for ns. May we not repine when blessings are with- 
heldy nor safier our minds to become giddy and elated 
when our comforts abound* In whatsoever state we 
are, may we therewith be content, knowing both how 
to be abased and how to abound — ^how to be full, and 
how to be hungry — both how to abound and how to 
sufier need. 

And for this purpose, let the peace of Ood, which 
passeth all understanding, keep our hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. Interest our hearts in a treasure 
superior to the world ; and may we cease to love the 
things which perish in the using, by having our affec- 
tions set on the things which are at Thy right hand, 
where our Saviour sitteth. Whatsoever things are 
true ; whatsoever things are honest ; whatsoever things 
are just; whatsoever things are pure; whatsoever 
things are lovely ; whatsoever things are of good re- 
port : if there be any virtue, if there bo any praise, 
may we tliink on these things. 

Thus, O Lord, exalt and sanctify our desires. With 
Thee for our chief good, teach us to look down on 
meaner interests with sanctified indifierence. May 
we feel that we have all things and abound, when we 
are possessed of a pledge that our God shall supply 
all our need, according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. 

With ourselves, O Lord, we commend to Thy care 
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all our brethren of mankind, especial! j our friends and 
relations, and all who are united to us by the bond of 
Christian faith, and hope, and love. Add daily to the 
number of Tliy people. Unite to Thy family all whom 
we love ; and expand our affections more and more^ 
that when we pray, ^ Thy kingdom come,' our petitions 
may include all whom Thou hast made of one blood 
widi ourselves, to dwell upon the face of the whole 
earth. Now unto God, even our Father, be glory for 
ever, through Christ Jesus. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh 
come. We rejoice, that though Thou art in heaven, 
and we are upon the earth, distance is no hindrance 
to the ascent of our supplications. Thine ear is not 
heavy, that it cannot hear : Thy hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save. Iniquities, we confess, prevail 
against us; but even these, though like the great 
mountains, are surpassed by Thy mercy, for Thou hast 
said that Thou wilt take them away. 

Blessed, O Lord, is the man whom Thou choosest, 
and causest to approach unto Thee. May each one 
now in Thy presence participate in this privilege. 
Through Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, may 
we all have access with confidence, by Thy Spirit, into 
Thy presence. And for this purpose, send, we entreat 
Thee, Thy Holy Spirit into our hearts. May He draw 
us to Thyself, by unitinjir us to Thy Son. May He 
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awaken us to the shame and misery, the guilt, pdlii* 
tion, and danger, of our condition as sinners. May 
He expose to us the vanity of self-righteonsness, the 
folly of self-security, the madness of indifference and 
delay in the prospect of eternity. As guilty, needy, 
perishing sinners, may He lead us to the Lamb of 
God Who taketh away the sin of the world, and teach 
us to count all things but loss, that we may win Him, 
and be found in Him, not having our own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but the righteousness which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which 
is of God by faith. 

In the cross of Christ, O Lord, Thou hast revealed 
Thy glory. By terrible things in righteousness. Thou 
hast vindicated Thy character and government ; yet 
blessed be Thy name, by terrible things in righteous- 
ness Thou hast reconciled the world unto Thyself^ 
and invited the confidence of all the ends of the earth. 
O God of our salvation, we bow before Thy right- 
eousness in the remission of sins ; with holy awe we 
adore Thy justice, while we hope in Thy mercy. 

As the God of our salvation, manifest Thyself, we 
beseech Thee, for our deliverance, protection, and 
support. In the midst of our enemies and dangers, 
we look up to Thee Who art girded with power, to 
still the noise of our fears, and the tumult of our 
adversaries. While they that are far from Thee are 
a&aid of Thy tokens, O may we recognise in Thy 
watchful providence the unfailing pledge of our 
safety. May common events remind us of our Father's 
power ; may common mercies reach us as expressions 
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of our Father^s love. WhSe Thou makest the ont- 
goings of every morning and every evening to rejoice, 
may we learn to look above visible instruments, and 
to trace Thy hand in all the channels of our enjoy- 
ments. May we regard all things as ordered by 
Thy providence, and directed with a view to wise 
and gracious ends. And when it is at any time Thy 
will to lessen our comforts, or to cast a cloud upon 
our prospects, may we still retain the remembrance 
of Thy paternal care, and bless Thy name for Thy 
mercy in chastening, as well as for Thy bounty in 
bestowing. 

Under a sense of our manifold obligations, we 
would now retire to rest this night. As the beloved 
of the Lord, may we dwell in safety ; and may we 
and all our friends be the objects of Thy care, not 
only during this night, but during all the nights and 
days of our appointed time, till we attain the glory of 
the life to come, through the merits and intercession 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to Whom, 
witli the Father and the Holy Spirit, be honour and 
glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Thou art exceeding great; but we bless 
Thee that Thou art full of pity and ready to forgive ; 
and we come unto Thee, not to celebrate Thy praises, 
as if we could exalt Thee, — not to plead our worthi-* 
ness, as if we had any claim on Thy justice, — ^notto 



press oar necessitiesy as if our importmutjr entitled ns 
to TbjT mercj. We come unto Thee, beonise Thoa 
bast commanded and enoouniged os to come, became 
Tby mercj in Christ Jesus is greater than our goilt 
and misery as sinners, becaoae He died Who is oor 
advocate with the Father, and because Thoa hast 
promised that whoso cometh onto Thee throogh Him, 
Then wilt in nowise cast oat. For His sake receive 
OS, we beseech Thee, O Lord ; cast the covering of 
Thy forgiveness over our manifold and a^ravated 
transgressions; relieve oar spiritaal pover^; heal 
the diseases with which sin has destroyed the health 
of oar souls ; restore to os a life-giving sense of Thy 
favour ; bestow on as a conscious capad^ for Thy 
service; and whatever blessings our extreme and 
complicated necessities may require, be pleased, O 
Lord, to grant, according to the greatness of Thine 
own mercy, and through the worthiness of Thine 
own Son. 

We lament in Thy presence our ignorance; do 
Thou remove it. We are slow of heart to apply and 
to practise what we know. But do Thou expel pre- 
judice from our minds ; subdue the frowardness of 
our wills ; create within us genuine love for the truths 
of Thy Word ; and dispose and enable us to act upon 
our convictions of duty, without regard to the wishes 
of the flesh, or the opinion and example of an evil 
world. 

In our intercourse with society, and in the hour 
of temptation, we are ready to lose sight of our most 
sacred obligations, and to violate our most soleom 
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VOWS. But O do Thou, Who art ever near us, even 
when we are most ready to forget Thee, penetrate our 
minds with an awfiil sense of Thy perpetual presence, 
and of the cnormitj of sin committed under Thine 
eye ; inspire us with a salutary fear of Thy just dis- 
pleasure and fatherly chastisement; and overpower 
the inclination to sin by a vivid sense of the love of 
God in Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify us unto 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

And forasmuch, O Lord, as we walk in the midst 
of evil, and cany about with us a body of corruption 
and death, — forasmuch as we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood alone, but against principalities and powers, 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, — clothe us, 
we beseech Thee, with the armour of Thy most blessed 
Word, that in Thy name we may encounter, and in 
Thy strength overcome, all Thine and our enemies. 
Strengthen us with all might by Thy Spirit in the 
inner man, that we may neither be taken by surprise, 
nor be tempted in the hour of trial to distrust our 
spiritual weapons, and own ourselves conquered. Let 
Thy grace be at all times sufficient for us ; and give 
us cause continually to ascribe thanks unto God, Who 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ. 

These our prayers we present unto Thee, O Lord. 
Let Thy mercy be upon us and upon all our friends 
this day, and for evermore ; and all that we ask is for 
Chrises sake. Amen. 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thou art the GoTemor among the nations, 
the King of kings, and the Lord of lords. We 
rejoice that the sceptre of the universe is in the hands 
of infinite wisdom, and that the resources of almighty* 
power are directed by unbounded goodness and cove* 
nant love. 

Enable us, who are the subjects of Thy govern- 
ment, to confide in Thy providence and care. As 
nothing can happen without Thy permission, teach us 
to submit to all Thine appointments, and hnmblj to 
adore what we cannot comprehend. We know not 
the way that we should choose ; but we lift our souls 
to Thee ; and in the wisdom and love of a Heavenly 
Father, we recognise a pledge that what is good the 
Lord will ordain for His people, and that what they 
know not now, they shall be permitted with gratitude 
and praise to know hereafter. 

Many evils are to the righteous; but amidst the 
perplexities of the present, and the uncertainties of 
the future, we would repose under the shadow of Thy 
faithfulness ; and free our minds from vexing cares, 
by entrusting our treasure where it cannot but be safe, 
and by placing our hearts where our treasure is. Li 
the midst of a world unstable as water, where wave 
succeeds wave, where we stand in the midst of wrecks, 
and where death, the last enemy, closes in our pros- 
pects, O may we be enabled to I'aise our views to that 
unclouded world of which Thou Thyself art the light, 
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and to cast the anchor of oor hopes within the tuI, 
whither Christ, the Forerunner, hath for ns entered. 

And that onr confidence may not be vain, dispose 
and enable each of ns seriously to examine the foimda- 
tion upon which he is resting;. Without faith it is 
impossible to please Thee ; and without faith In Thy 
Son no man can come onto Thee. Lead ns then, O 
Ijord, to Him in Whom Thou art to be found. Lead 
us to Him as little children, that we may sit at His 
feet ; that we may receive the law irom His lips ; that 
we may leam of Him as our uoerring teacher and 
most perfect pattern. Lead us to Him as guUty and 
perishing sinners, that we may lay down onr burdens 
at His cross ; that in His sufferings and death we may 
behold the propitiation for our sins; and that we may 
draw from His resurrection and ascension to Thine 
own right hand, the assured hope of a glorious life 
with Hira in the heavenly world, where He now 
liveth to make intercession for ns. Lead us to Him 
as our exalted Head, onr Prince and Saviour, the 
Captain of our Salvation, the King of Zion ; that we 
may no longer feel d^raded as the slaves of Satan ; 
that we may no longer yield ourselves the helpless 
captives of sin ; that we may no longer sink ander 
the dread of our enemies, or submit to the usurped 
authority of them that hate us ; but that we may 
assert the rights and privileges of the Lord's free- 
men and purchased possession, exult in the joyful 
consciousness that sin shall not have dominion over us, 
and walk at liberty in the assured persuasion, that as 
He Who is for us is mightier than all they that can 
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be against us, so in His namei and through Hia 
strength) we shall be conqnerorsy and more than 
conqaerors. 

Thus in Him Who is the head of all prindpalitj 
and power maj we be complete. And clothed in His 
righteousness, strong in His strength, — no longer 
strangers and foreigners, bat fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the hoosehold of faith, — may we com- 
mit all our interests into Thj hands, and leave to a 
Heavenly Fathei^s care the disposal and management 
of all our lot. 

Be with us, we beseech Thee, during this night. 
Be with our kindred and our firiends, wherever they 
are. Be with Thy people in all their habitations. 
And let great grace be upon them, and upon us con- 
tinually, through Jesus Christ ; to Whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, One God, be all honour 
and glory. Amen. 



FRmAY MORNING. 

In approaching Thy throne this morning, help us, O 
Lord, to remember that Thou art a Spirit, and that 
they that worship Thee must worship Thee in spirit 
and in truth. Teach us with earnestness to ask from 
Thee the heartfelt sincerity, the truth in the inward 
parts, which lies at the foundation of all genuine 
worship. And persuaded not only of Thy being and 
providence, but of Thy special presence with Thy 
people when they unite in Thy worship, may we now 
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feel that the place whereon we stand ia holy gronnd, 
and put far from us all foolish imaginations, all worldly 
thoughts, all mean and trivial recollections, and con- 
secrate our minds exclusirely to Thee and to Thy 

We come to Thee, O Lord, through Thy Son, 
Who is the only way to the Father. We feel the 
separation which sin has produced between our souls 
and Thee ; and we acknowledge that we have no 
hope of acceptance in Thy sight, but through Him 
Who hath broken down the middle wall of partition, 
and reconciled us unto God by Hia cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby. 

Blessed be God for this new and living way unto 
the Father, which hath been thus wonderfully and 
graciously consecrated for ns. With a deep sense of 
our own demerit, we would now lay our hand upon 
the sacrifice which Thy mercy has provided and Thy 
justice accepted, and confess over it all our guilt. 
For the sake of Christ Jesus Thy Son ; for the sake 
of His humiliation, soiTerings, and death ; for the 
sake of all that He did and endared on earth, whereby 
Thy character hath been vindicated, and Thy law 
magnified ; for the sake of that all-prevailing inter- 
cession which He continually presents at Tliy right 
hand ; for the sake of the sweet savour of His sacrifice 
and the perpetual incense of His supplications ; for 
lli» sake Who hnmbled Himself for us, and Whom 
Thou haat exalted, that He might in due time exalt 
ns, — save us, O Lord our God, and gather not oar 
soul with unnera ; deliver and remember ns, for Tl^ 
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covenant's sake ; and let it repent Thee according to 
the mnltitude of Thy mercies, that we may give 
thanks unto Thy holy name for ever, and may triumph 
in Thy praise. 

And as a token for good, and in testimony of Thy 
favour, be pleased, O Lord, to strengthen and fit us 
for all the duties of this day, in our several stations 
and relations. Enable us in every situation to think, 
and speak, and act as Christians. Whatever be our 
occupation, whatever our company, may we adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, and out of a good con- 
versation show forth our works with meekness and 
wisdom. Fit us, we entreat Thee, O Lord, for these 
things, and for whatsoever else may be incumbent on 
us, for the good of others, the safety, happiness, and 
improvement of our own souls, and the honour of 
Thy holy name. 

And we further commend to Thy merciful regard 
all whom we ought to remember in our prayers. 
Vouchsafe to them, according to their circumstances, 
all the good that our affections can desire, and that 
Thy providence may deem right for them to receive. 
And all that we ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
our only Advocate and Mediator. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thou art wonderful in counsel and excel- 
lent in working. With gratitude we remember Thy 
covenant with Thy chosen, that when He should 
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make His sool an offering for sin, He Bhonld see His 
seed, He sbould prolong His days, and that the ple^ 
sure of the Lord should prosper in His hand. We 
look back with triumph to the time, when the heathen 
raged and the people imagined a run thin^ and when 
Thou didst appear in Thy glory, to disappoint their 
plans, and to compel them nDCODBcioualy to do what- 
soever Thy band and Thy counsel had determined 
before to be done. Blessed be Grod that the day-spring 
irom on high bath visited us, in spite of the hour and 
power of darkness. Blessed be God that the purpose 
of mercy received its accomplishment by means of the 
verj' hands that were rused to defeat it ; and that out 
of the grave of the Saviour, where the hopes of Thy 
people seemed for ever buried, there bath arisen that 
power which is destined to put down all other rule, 
and authori^, and power, till, at the name of Jesns, 
every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth. 

To this name, which is above every name, we, 
O Lord, would humbly bow. We rejoice that the 
government is upon the shoulders of the Prince of 
Peace, and that He must reign till all His enemies 
be made His footstool. With reverence we own His 
right to reign in us, and to rule over us. O may He 
Who hatb gone into heaven, and sat down for ever 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high, accept the 
homage which our souls would now render Him. May 
He prompt that homage. May He establish in onr 
minds the calm and peaceful dominion of His Holy 
Spirit, Btretcbing forth the sceptre of His sovereign 
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control over the throng of our warring passions, affeo- 
tions, and appetites ; casting down within us every 
imagination and every high thought that exalteth 
itself against His righteous authority ; expelling every 
intruder, and guarding us against the inroads of every 
foe. May He inspire us with all those sentiments d 
lively reverence, affectionate confidence, and loyal 
suhjection, which are due to Him Who liveth and 
was dead, and behold He is alive for evermore, and 
hath the keys of hell and of death. May we honour 
Him as the Lamb in the midst of the throne ; love 
Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us ; trust 
Him Who hath all power in heaven and in earth at 
His command ; and serve Him Who hath bought us 
with a price, and made us kings and priests unto God 
by His blood. 

And being made free from sin by the power of His 
Spirit, may we not be afraid to avouch Him to be our 
leader and commander, in the midst of an evil and 
perverse world. As good soldiers of Jesus Christ, may 
we be ready to endure hardness for His name's sake ; 
and in His strength may we encounter enemies, and 
submit to trials, assured that He will help us in our 
time of need, and give us at last to sit down with Him 
upon His throne, even as He also overcame, and hath 
sat down with His Father upon His throne. 

Nor do we pray for ourselves alone. Have compas- 
sion upon all our brethren of mankind. Hasten, we 
beseech Thee, the glory of that day, when Thy Son 
shall ask, and Thou wilt give Him the heathen for His 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
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Hia poueason. Thy vrath, O Lord, is terrible : let 
mcD eTeiywhere kiss the Son, lest He be angiy. Thj 
love passeth knowledge : melted hj Tby love, let tkem 
toack the sceptre of Thj grace, that their souls may 
live. Hear ns, we entreat Thee, O Lord ; and let 
each of ns learn by experience, that blessed are all 
they that put their trust in Thee. Now unto the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, One God, be 
all honour sod glory, world withoat end. Amen. 



SATURDAY MOENING. 

Thou, O Lord, art glorious in holiness, and Thoa 
hatest all the workers ctf iniqui^. Enable as, who are 
called hj Thy name, to separate ourselves from all 
them that rise ap against Thee. May we not stand 
in the counsel of the ungodly. Knowing that the 
thought of wickedness is sin, and that Thon, Lord, 
searchest the heart and triest the reins, may we oppose 
the admission into onr minds of every imagination, or 
purpose, or deure, Uiat may be injurious to Thine 
honour, or at variance with Thy will. May the way 
of sinners, however alluring and attractive, he regarded 
by us with abhorrence and alarm. And O keep as 
&r from the seat of the scomM — from the presump- 
tuous guilt of making a mock at sin, and blaspheming 
that worthy name by which we are called. 

Keep ns fiff, we beseech Thee, from the very appear- 
ance of evil. May we look with dread upon the be- 
^unings of sin, and shun every approach to the paths 
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in which destroyers go. Let ns not stand in tlicv 
counsel, lest we be enticed to walk in thdr wajB, ind 
finally emboldened to join the open enemies of God, 
and fill the seat of the scomfal. And that oor mindi 
may be fortified against temptation, be pleased, O liord, 
to guide us by Thy counsel. Thou hast given as Tbj 
word to be a lamp unto our feet, and a light onto our 
path. Open Thou our eyes, that we may behold 
wondrous things out of Thy law. Bring us to a right 
understanding of its truths ; inspire us with a sincere 
and cordial love for its pure and transforming lessons; 
and dispose and enable us habitually to make it the 
theme of our grateful meditation. May we own its 
authority ; delight in its sanctity ; submit to its con- 
trol ; and ever look up to the Author of eveiy good 
and perfect gift, to put it in our minds and write it in 
our hearts, and to make it, by Thy Holy Spirit, per- 
manently effectual for our sanctification and salvation. 

Thus, O Lord, may we grow in grace. May we be 
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that 
He may be glorified. While the ungodly are shaken 
by every wind, and liable every instant to be driven 
away in their wickedness, may we be as trees planted 
by the rivers of water, rooted and grounded where no 
drought Cometh, which bring forth their fruit in season, 
and whose leaf withereth not. 

For these mercies, O Lord, we cast ourselves upon 
Thee. Thou knowest our state, our character, our 
infirmities, our temptations, our dangers. Thou 
knowest our backwardness and sloth, and our many 
external hindrances to growth in grace. Accommodate 
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Thy grace to onr respective circumstances, and make 
it sufficient for us. Bring us, we beseech Thee, in 
safety through the changes and perils of this present 
state. Clothe us with the righteousness of Thy Son, 
that we may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before Thee in the day of judgment ; and prepare us 
by increasing measures of the grace of Thy Holy Spirit, 
for a place at last in the congregation of tlie righte- 
ous, where, with all Thy ransomed saints and holy 
angels, we shall see Thy fape, and praise Thy name, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Three Persons, One 
Jehovah, world without end. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

We worship Thee, O Lord, as the Lord God omni- 
potent Who reigneth. We rejoice to turn from our 
own weakness and frailty to Thine almighty strength ; 
and while the foundations of our happiness on earth 
are giving way beneath us, we bless Thee for that sure 
foundation which Thou hast laid in Zion, and would 
exult in the assurance that whosoever buildeth on it 
shall not be confounded, world without end. We 
mourn our blindness, O Lord, in mistaking shadows 
for an enduring substance; and we own that our 
punishment is less than we deserve, when we are dis- 
appointed in treasures which moth and rust do cor- 
rupt, and which every moment are ready to take wings 
to themselves and flee away. 

Our souls cleave unto the dust In spite of many 
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to sav. • Wnom Lire we in hearen bat Thee, and in 
all the earth there is none whom we desire besides 
Thee : onr heart and oar flesh faileth, bat Thou art 
the strength of our heart, and our portion for ever.' 

At the close of this week« we desire to thank Thee 
for all Thy goodness and tender merer. Prepare us 
and all our firiends, and all Thy people, for the return 

of Thv holv dav. Mav we welcome it as the holv of 
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the Lord, and honourable, — as the day of sacred rest 
from worldly cares and occupations, — as the blessed 
memorial of the Saviour's triumph, — ^as the hallowed 
emblem, and the certain pledge, of a peaceful and 
perpetual Sabbath in our Father's house in heaven. 
Kndue Thy ministering servants with a double 
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portion of Thy Holy Spirit. Bless and aid them in 
their preparation for the saDctnary. May thej and 
all -whom Thoa hast entrusted with the care of souls, 
have grace to be faithfdl ; and whether they labour at 
home, or arooug the lost sheep in the distant wilder- 
ness, may the Spirit of their Master rest upon them, 
and may the pleasure of the Lord prosper in their 
hands. 

And now, O Lord, we will both lay us down and 
sleep, for it is Thou That makest us to dwell in safety. 
Let the words of our month and the meditation of 
our heart be acceptable in Thy sight, throngh Jesus 
Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen and 
Amen, 
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SUNDAY MORXIXG. 

O Lord, on this the mommg of Thy day, we bkas 
Thee that we have access to Thine ordinances, and 
that while many of our brethren are prevented, by the 
restraints of Thy providence, firom joining the assem- 
blies of Thy saints, we are permitted to wait upon 
Thee in the courts of Thy house, and to implore the 
accomplishment of Thy promise, that where two or 
three are gathered together in Thy name, Thoa wilt 
be with them, to bless them and to do them good. 

We would bear on our minds the condition of those 
who do not participate in our privilege. With the 
tender sympathy of Christian affection, we would 
beseech the great High Priest of our profession, Who 
is touched with the feeling of His people's infirmities, 
to adapt the consolations of His Spirit to their varied 
cases of affliction, bereavement, alarm, or anxiety. 
May He Who hath promised to satiate the weary 
soul, and to replenish every sorrowful soul, visit them 
with the love of an elder brother. May He dispel the 
gWm of solitude by His presence, lighten the load 
of grief and fear by His sympathy, reconcile them to 
suffering, by working in them a meek acquiescence in 
His wise and gracious will, and supply to them the 
loss of outward comforts and advantages by a double 
portion of His Spirit. ^A'hile they are ready to say, 
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^ We are cast out of Thy sight,' let their fainting souls 
remember the Lord, and let their prayer come in with 
acceptance into Thy holy temple. 

O Lord, Thou art not confined to temples made by 
human hands. Thy temple is Thy people's heart; 
Thy incense the prayer of faith. O let the sighing 
of the prisoner come before Thee : according to the 
greatness of Thy power, preserve Thou them that are 
appointed to die. 

Let us also, O Lord, who are Thy people, and the 
sheep of Thy pasture, have cause this day to give Thee 
thanks for ever, and to show forth Thy praise to all 
generations. Thou art inviting us to go up to Thy 
house of prayer ; Thou hast set open to us the gates 
of righteousness, may we go into them and praise the 
Lord. May a holy, reverential awe of Thy majesty 
affect and impress our minds. May a lively, animating 
sense of Thy love touch and quicken our cold devo- 
tions. May we recognise Thy voice in Thy Word ; 
may we perceive and love Thine image in Thy people ; 
and may we enjoy a foretaste of heaven in the songs 
and praises of the sanctuary. 

Thus, O Lord, may a day in Thy courts be to us 
better than a thousand. When we retire from Thy 
house, may a transforming sense of our fellowship with 
God and with one another, accompany us into our re- 
tirements, attend us in the closet and the family, follow 
us into the world, and afiect and mould our whole 
temper and behaviour in our various relations with 
mankind. 

And may the blessings which we entreat for our- 



238 EIGHTH WSEK. 

selves be likewise bestowed on all oar fellow-wonhip- 
pers. May the triumphs of the Grospel give tesdmanj 
in every place to the power and compassion of the 
Saviour. May He Whom Thou hast exalted to Thine 
own right handy be exalted this day, by the conversion 
of many of His enemies. 

Remember Thy covenant also with Abraham Thy 
servant. Let not the heathen say continaally, con- 
cerning Thine ancient people, * Where is now their 
G od r Eemember not against them former iniquities. 
O God of our salvation, help them for the glory of 
Thy name ; deliver them and purge away their sins^ 
for Thy name's sake. And now, unto the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, be gloiy and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts ; 
a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand I We 
thank Thee for those impressions of the truth, reality, 
and power of religion which may have been made 
upon our minds, for every addition to our knowledge, 
every confirmation to our faith, every enlargement 
of our hope, every answer to our prayers, every ac- 
cession to our spiritual growth, every new approach 
towards conformity to the blessed image of our Lord, 
which may be the fruit of the services in which we 
have this day engaged. Perfect, we beseech Thee, 
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Thine own work. Countenance the labours of Thy 
servants in our behalf; and give testimony to the 
Word and institntjons of Thy grace, by rendering them 
abundantly the means of hnilding as np in comfort 
and holiness, and of preparing us finally for an inherit- 
ance among all them that are sanctified. 

O Ixtrd, lay not the sins of oar holy things to onr 
charge. Let them not come up before Thee in judg- 
ment ; neither, on accoant of them, be moved to with- 
draw our privileges, or to deny ns those benefits which 
Thine ordinances are fitted to impart. 

Xiook also with liiToar upon all who have thb day 
worshipped with us. Let not any of Thy people have 
cause to monm Thine absence from them in the sanc- 
tuary. Whatever be their circumstances, temptations, 
or infirmities, may they all with gratitade look back 
to Thy loving-kindness, O Qod, in the midst of Thy 
temple ; and he comforted in all their future trials by 
reflecting, that as they have heard, so likewise they 
have seen, in the city of the Lord of Hosts, in the city 
of their God. 

Give greater efficacy, we beseech Thee, to the Word 
of Thy grace. O let as not have catise so often to 
lament that many attend Thy hoose, and hear Thy 
Word, anenlightened, nnconvinced, and unimproved. 
Is not Thy Word, O Lord, a fire and a hammer t 
Let Thy work and power appear in this our day, even 
as in the former years, and in the times of old, of which 
we have heard with onr ears^ and of which our fathers 
have told us. May aspiritofmisaonaryzealbedifiVised 
among the members of the Chorch. May liberal things 



240 



be isviaed ; mav wise plans be adopted ; 
meaaares be parsaed; and nnrr eor&l and united 
prayers be da3j aSseedj tar Ae baataimgof tfaattnacy 
wbea Thoa sbalt ariae and bsve mezcr upon Zioa, 
and when the Lord of Hosts shall destror the hem of 
the co^erin^ cast o^er all people, and die tsiI spread 
over all nadona, and when all the ends of the enrtik 
shall see the salvation of God. 

Unite Thj people more cordiallj among Acmael igaL 
Heal divisions among all who profess and call them- 
selves Christians. Lead inqnxrers into the waj of 
tmth ; and teach and dispose all to hold die imilT of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace, and in rigfateooaaesi 
of life. Whereto Thv people have alreadj attained, 
may they walk by the same mle, may they mind the 
same thing; and if in anything they be diversely 
minded, may they look np to Thee to reveal even this 
unto them. 

Clothe everywhere Thy priests with salvation. 
Exalt in their esteem the dignity of their office, and 
the importance of their labonrs. May they be willing 
to spend and to be spent for Christ, and for the sonls 
for which He died. 

And now, O Lord, bless each of ns according to 
onr wants and circumstances. The Lord hear ns 
when we call upon Him ; the Lord hear us with the 
saving strength of His right hand I And now, unto 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, One God, 
bo gloty and honour, dominion and power, world 
without end. Amen. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 



Blessed God, in Whom we ]ive, and move, and have 
our being, to Whom can M'e go but unto Thee? 
Teach aa gratefully to acknowledge the kindness of 
Thy providence. From day to day Thou art supply- 
ing us with food convenient for us ; Thou rcncwest 
oar strength by the slumbers of the night ; and, with 
the returning light of every morning, Thou affordest 
US new occasions of grateful thanksgiving. 

What shall we render unto the Lord for all His 
benefits? Teach us, we entreat Thee, to acknow- 
ledge Thee in all Thy gifls. The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master's crib : let not un, 
whom Thou hast endowed with a nobler nature, and 
blessed with higher mercies, fall beneath tlie inferior 
creation in the scale of gratitude. Thy hand feeds 
us ; Thy providence protects us ; Thy mercy spares 
us ; Thy loving-kindness varies its expressions with 
our ever-varying circumstances, and is new to us 
every morning and every evening. Let every blessing 
raise our aRections to Thyself, tlie bountiful source 
of all blessings, and prompt us to show forth Thy 
praise, not only with our lips, but with our hearts, 
and in our lives. 

And while we are duly thankful for the bounties 
of providence, inspire us also, we beseech Thee, with 
a sincere and cordial relish for the blessings of Thy 
salvation. Thy mercy, O Lord, has made provision 
for the wants of our s«)nls, O let ns weigh the value 
Q 
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of our souls, that \vc may feel our obligntions to the 
grace v.liicli has been displayed towards them. Let 
us think of the glory of the Saviour, that we may be 
[irufoundly impressed with the great love wherewith 
lie loved us, in laying down Ilis life for our sakes. 
Let us meditate on the transcendent worth, the urgent 
necessity, the infinite variety, the everlasting dura- 
tion of the blessings of the Gospel, that we may be 
dulv afiectcd bv the liberalitv which includes all 
thiiicrs in the inheritance to which Thou hast called 
us in Christ Jesus. And when we reflect that all 
this love has been shown to us sinners, may our 
hearts melt witliin us, may our repentance be deep, 
genuine, and lively ; and instead of any longer hating. 
or fearing, or shunning God, may we love Ilim with 
all our hearts, serve Ilim with all our strength, and 
seek the advancement of Ilis glury with all our soul 
and mind. 

For this purpose be pleased, we beseech Thee, to 
follow with Thy blessing the public and private exer- 
cises of Thy worship in which we yesterday engaged. 
AVith giief and shame we own, that without Thy 
Si>irit, outward j)rivilcgcs have no effect on minds so 
dark and hard as ours. But let Thy Spirit be poured 
forth, and we shall have eyes to see, hearts to fec^ 
mouths to speak, hands to labour, and feet to run. 
Let our prayer, therefore, come near before Thee, O 
Lord ; give us understanding according to Thy Word. 
Be with us tliis day. Let Thy hand help us, for we 
have chosen Thy precepts. Let our friends and all 
who arc united to us, by whatever tie, be the objects 
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nf Tliy paternal regard and blessing ; and all that we 
Oik b in tho name and for the sako of Jesus Christ, 
to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
glory everlasting. Amen. 



MONDAY KVENING. 

We worship Thee, Lord, Whom all thy works 
praise, and Thy saints bless. Strengthen, wo beseech 
Thee, our feeble conceptions of Thy glorious perfec- 
tions. Exalt our thoughts above all that is called 
great on earth, above all that is excellent in creatures, 
whether in heaven above or in this world beneath ; 
and enable us humbly to adore the unseen majesty 
of the ever-blessed Gto<\, in Whose presence the sera- 
phim cover tlieir faces witli their wings, and before 
Whose throne the companies of the redeemed cast 
their golden crowns. 

Thou are worthy to be feared and had in reverence ; 
yet who can utter the might)' acts of the Lord, who 
can show forth all His praise t Thou art above all 
blessing, and praise, and honour, and glorj', and thanks- 
giving. The songs of heaven, the worship of angels, 
the acclamations of the redeemed, the anthems of all 
creation, are but a faint and inexpressive homage to 
Thine unspeakable perfection. 

\Vherewitlial then, () Lord, shall we find words to 
praise Thee f Blessed be Thy name, the sacrifices of 
God arc a broken spirit : s broken and contrite heart. 
Thou, O God, wilt not despise. Be Thou, then, O 
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ocr G:«L :h? au:'.or in oar hearts of the worship ai:d 
serfc:«?e which Thoa wilt accept. Send down upon 
u? th-? Spirit ct* TLj Son : send down npon us the 
SpIH; Gt aioptlin : luicken Thoa as, that we mar 
call uDon Tiiv name. O let Thv Holv Spirit be 
iriven to break t'.e flint v soaL to ber.d the rebellioas 
will, to &.rtea. to warm, to reclaim the cold, and stab- 
l</m, au«:l ua\ ward ii;;-art, to touch with li\'ing fire the 
deal, inar.imate sacritioe, that the lon<i-extingaished 
sjiark may oiiaiii revive, and the flame of pure and 
acceptable devotion may point again to heaven. 

O r.ur God and Father, we have all wandered firom 
Thee like lost sht^ep. Like prodigal children^ we have 
left our Fathers house; and in forsaking Thee we have 
forsaken our own mercies. But now we would arise 
and return unto our Father. We are no more worthy 
to be called Thv sons; but deal not with us as we 
have sinned, but accordinij to Thv mercv remember 
us, for Thy goodness' sake. Behold we come unto 
Thee, for Thou art the Lord our God. We approach 
Thee in Thine own way ; we come to Thee through 
Thine own Son ; we rely on Thine own promises ; 
we plead with Thee in Thine own words. Take away 
all our iniquity ; receive us graciously ; heal our 
backslidings ; and love us freely. Do to us, do for 
us, and do in us, wliat things soever Thou knowest 
to be needful for us, —whether for our acceptance at 
the tribunal of Thy justice, our sanctification in 
order to Thy service, our adoption as members of 
Thy fann'ly, our progressive advancement in resem- 
blance to Thine image, or our jxjrseverance unto 
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the end in the n'ay tliat Icadeth to Thy kingdom. 
Correct as, as a Father, when we do wrong ; lead as 
back to Thyself, when we go astray ; be our lielper 
ill temptation, our shelter and defence in danger, 
the joy of our heart and the lifter up of our head, 
when we are cast down and sorrowful. 

And these mercies which we bc^ for ourselves, we 
beseech Thee likewise to bestow upon all whom we 
ought to remember in Thy presence. Increase and 
multiply Thy nieicy everywhere, that we, with all 
Tliy saints, may bless Thy name in one common song 
of thanksgiving and praise for ever, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen and Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Goi>, by Whom wo have been preserved during 
the past night, we desire, witli the returning light of 
this morning, to awake from spiritual slumber, and 
to call upon our souls, and all that is within us, to 
bless and to magnify Thy holy name. We worship 
Thee as oar Creator, in Whom we live and move, 
and have our being. Wc adore Thee as our Pre- 
server, by Whose visitation our bodies are refreshed, 
and oar spirits revived. Above all, we bless Thee, 
as our Iledeemcr and infinite Benefactor in Christ 
Jesus, Who hast saved us from ft fearful pit and 
from the miry clay, and Who hast put a new song of 
praise and thanksgiving into our moiitlis. 

We would dwell upon the exceeding riches of Thy 
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prace, in Thy kindness towards us by Christ Jems. 
When we were enemies, we were reconciled by tfap 
death of Thy Son ; when we were afar off, Thou 
didst bring us nigh by His precious blood ; when 
we were without strength, in due time Christ died 
for us. 

With joy we woukl hearken to the heavenly mes- 
sage whiirh proclaims glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth, and good will to the children of men. 
As sinners who are alive to the miseries and dangers 
of their condition, we would accept with gratitude 
the unspeakable gift of God to man, and welcome it 
as a faithful saying, and worthy of our own accepta* 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners. 

And O do Tliou Who hast shown Thy love, not 
only by giving us Thy Son, but by promising Thy 
Spirit, work in us, we beseech Thee, precious faith in 
Thine own testimony concerning Thy Son. We own 
with contrition and self-abasement the slowness of our 
hearts to believe Thy Word, our indisposition to ac- 
ce[)t Thy gift, our proneness to deceive ourselves with 
an outward show of submission to the righteousness 
which is of God by fiiith. We own that, if left to our- 
selves, we shall rest in indifference, or trust to a refugo 
of lies, or sink into formality, or yield ourselves up to 
sloth and selt-indul<jence. But do Thou revive and 
quicken us, according to Thy Word. Let Thy Iloly 
Spirit breathe upon our souls ; let Ilini convince us 
of sin, that we may bo alarmed ; of righteousness, that 
we may turn for safety to the Saviour ; of judgment. 
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tliat we may be encouraged to encounter and resist 
tiiu prince of this world, vliom the Captain of our 
salvation hath jnclged and overcome. 

Thus, O Lord, do Thou carry on Tliino own work 
within us. Advance it daily, from languid beginnings 
and partial manifestations, unto complete maturity. 
Advance it, O our God, not according to our slow 
calculations of progress, not according to the rate of 
our hesitating, faltering purposes, but according to the 
measure of Thine own gloi'ious design, and the work- 
ing of Thine own mighty pmver, by which Thou givesl 
life to the dead, strength to the faint, and callest things 
that ore not as though they were. 

Let Thy work and power appear this day in our ex- 
perience. May our path be as the shining light. May 
we go from strength to strength, ready for every duty, 
patient under every trial, and superior to every 
temptation. May our friends share with ua in the 
care of Thy pro^'idencc, and in the blessings of Thy 
grace. And may the peace of -God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the know- 
ledge and love of Christ Jesus our Lord, to Whom, 
with the Father and tlie Holy Spirit, be honour and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O Lord, Thy name is excellent in all the earth. We 
thank Thee for the many proofs which we ourselves 
have experienced of Thy liberality and care. From 
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Thy hand we receive our daily bread ; Thy watchfbl 
eye follows us in all our ways ; Thy patience bears 
with us in the midst of many provocations ; Thy 
bounty crowns our labours with success ; and Thy rich 
and undeserved goodness bestows upon us innumerable 
blessings, for which we have neither toiled nor taken 
thought. The food which we eat, the raiment which 
we wear, the air which we breathe, the common boun- 
ties and blessings of providence, so familiar as to escape 
our notice, yet so necessary, that without them we 
should die and return to our dust, are all Thy gifts. 
And if there be a spirit in man ; if we possess a mind 
that embraces the- past, the present, and the future, 
that penetrates the invisible world, and connects us 
with Thy throne ; if we have more knowledge than 
the beasts of the earth, and are wiser than the fowls 
of heaven, and are but a little lower than the angels, 
it is because Thine inspiration hath given us under- 
standing, and because Thou hast created us in Thy 
likeness, after Thine own glorious image. 

We would acknowledge Thy hand in all Thy deal- 
ings with us, and would not be forgetful of any of Thy 
benefits. Thou hast led us in a plain pat4i, opened 
rivers for us in the wilderness, and fountains in the 
desert ; made our enemies to be at peace with us, and 
raised up for us friends to aid us by their counsel and 
encourage us by their sympathy : Thou hast given 
food for our bodies, means of improvement for our 
minds ; and, amidst the decay and emptiness of all 
earthly good. Thou hast extended our prospects to 
an eternal world, where Thou Thyself livest and 
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i-cigiiest, the portion of tlie immortal mind, for exur 
and ever. 

O Lord, we arc lost in tlie contemplation of Tliy 
goodness. Our tlioughts cannot reach it ; our words 
are feeble and unmeaning when we attempt to speak 
of it. And what shall we say, when we think of Tliy 
grace in Christ Jesus ! What shall we say, when we 
attempt to thank Tliee for an unspeakable gift ! O the 
depth of the wisdom and of the knowledge of God ! 
O the breadth and tlie length, the deptli and the height, 
of the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge ! For 
this cause we bow our knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, beseeching Hira, the Father of 
glory, that He would give unto us the Spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation in the knowledge of His most pre- 
cious gift, that the eyes of our understanding being 
enlightened, we may know what is the hope of His 
calling, and what the riches of the glorj- of His inherit- 
ance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness 
of His power to us-ward who beheve. O may He, 
Who, by giving us His Son, hath given us encourage- 
ment and a right to ask Him for all things, strengthen 
us with might, by His Spirit, in the inner man, that we 
may comprehend the vastness of His gifts, and be able, 
with all saints, to bless Him for them, thankfully to re- 
ceive them, and worthily to improve them. May Christ 
dwell in our hearts by faith ; and being rooted and 
grounded in love, and united to Him hy an indissoluble 
bond, may we grow np unto Him in all things, receiving 
nourishment from Him as our Hving head, and increas- 
ing in resemblance to Him with the increase of God. 
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Hear us for these things, O Lord, we entreat Thee; 
protect and spare ns during this night, and, with the 
light of another day, grant us grace to walk as tlie 
children of so many mercies. And now unto the 
Father, tlie Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, be 
honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Thou hast searched and known us : Tliou 
knowest our sitting down and our rising up ; and Tboa 
undcrstandest our thoughts afar oflF. May we be 
affected with profound awe when we reflect on Thine 
omniscience and omnipresence. May we be penetrated 
with a sense of our unworthiness, and be humbled even 
to the very dust, when we remember that He with 
Whom we have to do is not only the witness of our 
actions and the hearer of our words, but the searcher 
of our hearts. And seeing, O Lord, that all our 
righteousness must appear in Thy sight unsubstantial 
and polluted, may we be led with renewed faith to the 
blood of sprinkling and the Spirit of all grace, that our 
consciences may be purged, and our hearts disposed 
to serve the living God. 

Gracious Lord, Who art especially near to them 
that call upon Thee, be pleased to manifest Thy pre- 
sence among us at this time, by enabling us to serve 
Thee acceptably and with a willing mind. Bestow 
upon us the dispositions that are requisite for Thy 
Morship. Thou desirest truth in the inuard parts; 
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in the liidilen part cause tis therefore to know wisdom. 
Tlioa lookest not on the outward appearance ; create 
in us clean hearts, renew in us ri^ht spirits. 

And when we leave Thy throne, and enter this day 
on the business of ordinary life, enable us to bear con- 
tinually upon our minds a subduing and sanctifying 
sense of Thy presenre and wakeful superintendence. 
We cannot go from Thy Spirit, or flee from Thy pre- 
sence. O may the thought of escaping from God be 
a stranger to our minds. May we rejoice that we are 
ever under the eye of our Heavenly Father, and that 
lie Who is wise in heart, and mighty in power, is con- 
stantly at our right hand, to guide us by His counsel, 
to strengthen us by His Spirit, and to give His angels 
charge over us, to keep us in all our ways. 

Under these impressions, we would this day commit 
ourselves to Tiiy care. We thank Thee that Thou 
compassest our path, and art acquainted with all our 
ways. It is because we forget Thee, and lose sight of 
Thy gracious presence, that we are at any time hurried 
into sin, or discouraged in Tliy service, or cast into 
heaviness through manifold temptations. Help us, 
therefore, this day to live in the realizing faith of Thy 
providence and care. If labouring under trials, may 
we approach Thee with our burdens, and cast them 
upon Tliee. If perplexed and ignorant, may we trust 
our Heavenly Father's wisdom, and look up to Him, 
the Father of lights, to impart what may be necessary 
for our guidance and comfort. In the discharge of 
our respective duties, and while contending witii cor- 
ruption in ourselves, and temptation in the world, bu 
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Thou near, O Lord, to help and to encourage us: 
make crooked things straight before ns, and roufjit 
|)Iaccs plain ; and produce in our minds the holy calm 
of a believing reliance on Thy power and love, as in- 
finitely sufficient to make all things work together fbr 
our final good. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, for all Thy past goodness. 
Continue to watch over us, and over all who are dear 
to us. Lead us this day in the way which we ought 
to choose, and teach us habitually to lift our thoughts 
to Thee as the source of our happiness, as well as the 
object of our fear, and the supreme end of our exist- 
ence. Hear us, we entreat Thee, O Lord, and let our 
supplications find acceptance in Thy sight, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Loud, Thou art our Father, though Abraham be 
ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not. We 
thank Thee that Thou hast so loved the world, as to 
send Thy Son into it, not to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Ilim might be saved. O may 
we be enabled to look unto Ilim, as the Lamb of God 
Who taketh away the sin of the world ; and seeing 
that lie hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows, 
and endured the chastisement of our j)eace, may we 
part with the slavish fears of a guilty conscience, and 
enjoy the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
For this purpose, O Lord, be j)leased to enlighten 
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our understandings day by day in the knowledge of 
Tliy Son, and to open our hearts more and more to 
Thy testimony concerning Him. May we enter more 
<leeply into the meaning of the Gospel, and find it 
to be indeed tidings of great joy to our souls. May 
the Saviour appear to us in all Hia compassion and 
love ; and to us believing may He be unspeakably 
precious. May we love Him Who first loved us : 
may the greatness of His salvation, and the freeness 
with which it is presented to us, fill ua with an over- 
powering sense of grateful obligation ; and may an 
enlarged, and affectionate, and generous spirit of do- 
voted attachment to Him, Who gave Himself for us, 
be cfFectually wrought in us by the power of the Holy 
Ghost 

And having received the Spirit of Thy Son, may 
we daily advance in the Divine life. Being made 
free from sin, forbid that we should ever relapse into 
bondage. With the simplicity of children, but with 
the strength of full age, may we bold the beginning 
of our confidence firm unto the end ; hating sin, 
loving the Saviour, distrusting ourselves, and drawing 
hope and comfort from the Gospel of Thy grace 
alone. May we never be contented with our spiritual 
attainments, whatever these may be. May our aims be 
high. May the bright example of the Saviour attract 
and captivate our hearts ; and to be like Him Who 
did no sin, but was holy, harmless, undefilcd, and Who 
in all things pleased the Father, may this be the daily 
subject of our prayers, and the unceasing object of our 
endeavours and desires. 
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And that our labour may not be in vain, strengthen 
us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, with might by Thy 
Sjjirit in the inner man. Enable us to resist eveiy 
tendency to sloth and spiritual indifference. Make 
us watchful, active, resolute, and persevering in our 
warfare with our spiritual enemies. Keep us dose 
to the fountain of spiritual strength and sufficiency; 
and enable us, under every outward trial and dis- 
couragement, to cherish a sustained and joyful assur- 
ance of the faithfulness of Thy promises and the 
j)Ower of Thy grace. 

^^'c commit ourselves, O Lord, to Tliy protection 
this night. Defend us, and all who are dear to us, 
from danger. Extend Thy care and blessing to all 
(>ur brethren of mankind. And advance Thine own 
glory, bv promoting the cause of truth and holiness 
throughout the world. AH that w^e ask is for Christ's 
sake, to Whom be glory, world without end. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

O Loud, wc come before Thee this morning in the 
multitude of Tliy mercies. To Thee vcc owe our 
health of body, our soundness of mind, the gift of 
reason, the liglit of conscience, the means of know- 
ledge, the capacity and opportunity of improvement, 
the comforts of domestic and social life, and every 
distinction and advantacje that enter into our lot. 

Nor are we merely the monuments of Thy care; 
wc are witnesses to Thine undeserved forbearance 
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and paternal compassion. How often, O Lord, have 
we been unmindful of Thee in the midst of Thy bene- 
fits I How often have we misapplied our faculties, 
abused our privileges, neglected our opportunities, 
squandered our talents, wasted our time, and acted 
foolislily and sinfully in our relations with our fellow- 
men I Unto us belong shame and confusion of face, for 
our folly in childhood, our self-will in youth, our 
worldly-mi ndedness in prosperity, our distrust and 
despondency in adversity. 

It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con- 
sumed. Penetrated by the mercies of which we are, 
and have so long been, the objects and the witnesses, 
we would this morning present ourselves as living 
sacrifices unto God, holy, acceptable, which is our 
reasonable service. If, in past time, any of us have 
been awakened to a due sense of sin, and have been 
led by Thy Spirit to lay hold of the hope set before 
us in the Gospel, we would now renew our engage- 
ments to Thy 8er\4ce, and, with fresh desire and 
deeper earnestness, would beseech Thee to confirm 
our repentance, to increase our faith, to quicken our 
gratitude, and to perfect that which concerneth us. 

If the heart of any be still estranged from Thee, 
if our understandings be still held in darkness, through 
the deceitfulness of sin ; if our desires and affections 
be still the property of the world ; if any of us be still 
living without God and without the hope which the 
Gospel of His grace alone can afford, O be pleased to 
break the chain by which we are so miserably enslaved 
and bound. Say unto the prisoners, ^ Go forth,' and 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 

O Thou omniscieDt Jehovah, Who, from the place 
of Thy habitation, not only lookest npon all the in- 
liabitants of the earth, and considerest all their works, 
but Who searchest the heart and triest the reins of 
the children of men, we feel how Tain it is to practise 
deceit npon Thee. We come to Thee with hearts 
naturally fiiU of falsehood and hypocrisy; but we 
present them to Thee to be created anew in Christ 
Jesus, to he cleansed from those impurities which 
make as dread to expose them to Thine inspection, 
and to be inspired with holy love and filial fear, that 
we may worship Thee acceptably in spirit and in truth, 
and no longer mock Thee with tinreal incense and 
Tun oblations. We, who are but dust and ashes, 
have taken upon us to speak unto the Lord ; may our 
conceptions of Thy glory bear some proportion to Thy 
grp&tness and majesty. May we be humbled under a 
sense of sin, in the presence of a holy Lord God. 
May we be encouraged to confess oar sins, and to 
make known our wants, at the throne of covenant 
mercy and promised grace. O may we feel our dis- 
tance, our dependence, our insignificance, our deep 
and uttor unworthiness ; but O may we likewise be 
supported and encouraged when we remember Thy 
name, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gntcions, 
long-sndering and slow to anger, abondant in mercy, 
forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin. 

Blessed God, send into our hearts the Spirit of Thy 
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Son. Thou hast given us exceeding great and pn- 
cious promises. Open our hearts to a belief of their 
reality, and to a sense of their value. £ncoiinige m 
to plead them in Thy presence, and to receive the 
comfort of an assured persuasion, that Thou wilt fidtt 
fully fulfil them in our experience. According to 
the measure of Thy sovereign mercy^ be pleased to 
expand our faith and our desires. We are not strait- 
ened in Thee : let us not be straitened in our own 
petitions; but enlarge our hearts and enlarge our 
prayers, to take in the full stream of blessing which 
flows to us through the channel of Thy Son. 

At this time, O Lord, we would lay open our soob 
to the communications of Thy grace. Folfil^ we 
beseech Thee, Thy promises to us, and bestow upon 
each of us all the varied good of which they are the 
pledge. Give us health for our sickness, strength fcr 
our weakness, wealth for our poverty, life for onr 
death. Give us, for Thou knowest what we need, all 
the blessings that are peculiarly suited to our respective 
circumstances. Give us in due measure the needful 
supply ; and give it in the time of need. Give it so 
that Thy hand shall be seen in the gift. Thy wisdom 
recognised in the season and manner of bestowing it, 
Thy liberality and fatherly munificence acknowledged 
in its abundance and all-sufficiency. Give it, so that 
Thy work may advance within us, that Thine image 
may brighten on our souls, that Thy Son may be 
glorified, and that Thine honour, and the honour of Thy 
Gospel, may be promoted by our example in the world. 

Hear us for these things, we entreat Thee, O Lord. 
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To Thy mercy we commend onnelves, and ^ who 
are dear to a% this night and for ever. And i^ that 
we ask is for Cluis^s sake. Amen. 



FBIDAr MORNING. 

AuacHTT and ever blessed God, by Thy good pro- 
vidence we have been preserved during the past night. 
As we are now about to enter on the business and 
duties of another day, help us to set Thee continually 
before us, and to make it cop endeavour, in every 
relation of life, to walk so as to please God. May 
we act from holy and reh*giou3 motives in the lesser 
as well as in the greater concerns in which we are 
called to take part. O may we never imagine that we 
shall be more safe or happy, if freed from the restraints 
of Thy law or the remembrance of Thy presence. 
May we habitually remember that our time, our facul- 
ties, our property, our influence, are talents for wbicb 
we must give an account ; and, under a solemn im. 
pression of deep and constant responsibility, may we 
transfer to our ordinary occupations and pursuits the 
feelings of a dying hoar, and labour in all things, 
whether we eat or drink^ or whatsoever we do, to do 
all to the gloiy of God. 

We lament, O Lord, our indisposition to live under 
a prevailing sense of Thy presence, and of our own 
accountablenesa. We lament the native ungodliness 
of our hearts, and the false and foolish notions which 
we are so apt to entertain of freedom and of happiness. 
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Be pleased to rebuke the natural enmltj of our woIl 
Show us the force and cause us to feel the construn- 
ing influence of the obligations under which we lie to 
Thv sen-ice; and awaken us to the shame and wretched- 
ncss of that mistaken liberty which they promise them- 
selves who are the servants of corruption. O majwe 
shake ofl* the influence of eveiy delusive dream by 
which the soul is entangled and overcome ; and ma? 
wc turn unto the Lord with all our hearts, owning 
His right to rule over us, and taking pleasure in the 
thought, tliat He Who is our ruler and our judge 
is likewise our compassionate fiiend, our bountiful 
benefactor, our Almighty guardian, our gracious and 
heavenly Father, 

In this spirit may we walk through life. Amidst its 
various duties and distractions, may we keep our ears 
open to the instructions of Thy Word, and our eyes 
intent on the intimations of Thy providence. And 
do Thou Who openest the ears to discipline, and pre- 
parest the heart for the reception of wisdom, be pleased 
to take us by the hand, and lead us in the way in 
which we ought to go, discovering to us at every step 
the path of duty, and confirming us in it by continual 
supplies of help and encouragement from the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus, and the promised fiilness of 
Thy Holy Spirit's influences. 

We commend all our friends to Thy guidance and 
protection. Inspire us with Christian aflection for all 
whom Thou hast united to us by any tie. We pray 
for the whole family of the faithful. May the hearts 
of all Thy children be knit together in love to one 
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anotber. May nothing be done by any of them through 
strife or vainglory ; bnt in lowliness of mind, may each 
esteem others better than themselves. 

Hasten, we pray Thee, the coming and glory of Thy 
kingdom. Though now we see not yet all things put 
under Messiah, may we and all Thy people, resting 
in Thy Word, continue patient in hope, wakeful in 
expectation, active in duty, and instant in prayer. 
Hear us, we entreat Thee, O Lord, fcr all that we ask 
is for Christ's sake. Amen and Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

Blessed God, the Father of onr Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who wiliest not the death of sinners, we. Thine un- 
worthy creatures, who have sinned against Thee, desire 
to humble ourselves in Thy presence, and to supplicate 
Thy mercy. Thou knowest all our foolishness, and 
our sins are not hid from Thee. Thou knowest the 
deeds of oar life, the words of otir month, and the 
imaginations of oar heart ; and to Thine all-seeing 
eye, the taint of sin appears in alt that we have done, 
and spoken, and thought. Even in our best estate, 
we are altogether vanity. 

But Thou, O Lord, art fall of compassion and of 
great mercy. Though we have no plea of our own 
to stay the sentence of Thy justice, we have a great 
High Priest Who hath passed into the heavens, — 
Jesus the Son of God ; and Him Tbon hearest always. 
We rejcnce ia the m&deacy of His sacrifice, and 
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the prevalence of His intercession ; and lor His aib 
we beseech Thee to have mercy upon ns, to hide 
Thy face from oar sins, and to blot out all our iniqm- 
ties. Jastify us freely through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus ; and magnify Thy grace, bj granting 
us, not merely the remission of our sins, but a place in 
Thy family, and a name, as Thou hast promised, better 
than that of sons and daughters. 

We pray, O Lord, for deliverance from the shame 
and consequences of our sins ; but chiefly, we pray for 
deliverance from the bondage and misery of sin itself. 
Free us, we entreat Thee, from darkness of under- 
standing, hardness of heart, and perverseness of temper 
and disposition: Free us frx)m that spiritaal torpor, 
that oppressive languor, that anxious experience of 
warring convictions and opposing tendencies, that 
sluggish faith and reluctant will, which impede our 
Christian progress, and cast a frequent clond over our 
comforts and our hopes. Encourage and animate us 
by ampler communications of Thy love, by brighter 
beams of light from Thy favourable countenance, by 
fuller effusions of Thy good and holy Spirit, by a more 
healthful sense of the progress of Thy work within us. 

Strengthen us day by day for the duties before us. 
We are in ourselves poor and needy, but let Thy sal- 
vation set us up on high. Help us to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, by a cheerful, patient, 
humble, and consistent deportment. May we abound 
always in the work of the Lord. And whatever be 
the circumstances in which Thy providence places us, 
piay we be always ready for the duties of our situa- 
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tion ; and may onr light so shine, that others, seeing 
our good works, may glorify onr Father Which is in 
heaven. 

We commend onrselves to Thy care dnring the 
ralence and darkness of this night. Bless and protect 
all who are dear to ns. Be very merciM to all who 
are in circomstances of afiSiction and danger. Be 
gracioos to all Thj peopl% and extend Thy compas- 
sion to all mankind. 

Thou hast said, O Lord, tliat Thon wilt save Zion 
and bnild the cities of Judah, and that the whole 
earth shall see Thy salvation. Hasten the time when 
Thy promise shall be fulfilled. O let the wickedness 
of the wicked come to an end, and let the glory of 
the Lord be revealed, and let all flesh see it together ; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, for Whom we bless Thee, 
and to Whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit^ 
One God, be everlasUng praise^ honour, and tbanks- 
^ving. Amen and Amen. 



SATURDAY MOENING. 

O LoBD, our CreatOT, Preserver, and unwearied 
Benefactor, Who makest the outgoings of the morn- 
ing and of the evening to rejoice over ns, what shall 
we render unto Thee for all Thy benefits 1 With 
shame and contrition we acknowledge, that in time 
past we have too often not walked as the children of 
so many merdes. How insensible have we been to 
much of the goodness of which Thou hast made us the 
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objects ! How often ha^e we withheld the gndtode 
and obedience which were Thj due I And how ofien 
have we devoted Thj gifts to pnzposes jfbr which tfacj 
were never designed, and despised the riches of Tbj 
goodness, and forbearanoe, and long-anfiering I 

But, O Lord, we Lunent the folly and ingratitade 
of which we have been guiltj. We moom the hard- 
ness and impenitence of oar hearts. With grief we 
own, that but for mercj we most have been treararing 
up for ourselves wrath against the daj of wrath. But 
have mercj upon us, we beseech Thee^ O onr Father; 
have mercy upon us, who have so grievooslj offended 
and provoked Thee. Thy goodness is not confined to 
temporal blessings, or to outward ofiers of spiritual 
mercies. Thou hast given us the sore mercies of 
David, and hast promised us Thy Holy Spirit, as an 
inward and effectual teacher, an abiding and an all* 
powerful source of spiritual and eternal life. O may 
Thy Spirit be given to us as the fountain and pledge 
of all heavenly and spiritual blessings. According to 
the greatness of His power, let His work commence 
and proceed in our souls. A new heart may He give 
us ; a right spirit may He put within us. May He 
put Tliy laws in our minds, and write them in onr 
hearts. With sovereign efficacy may He apply to ns 
the doctrine of Thy Word as the remedy for all our 
spiritual diseases ; and by drawing us to Thy Son, and 
uniting us to Him, may He make us partakers of a 
Divine nature, and effectually subdue us to the obedi- 
ence of faith. 

And in testimony of His saving work in our experi- 
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eoce, may we henceforward live nnto Thee. O may 
we, from this moment, feel with new power the con- 
straining force of our obligations to Divine love. 
May we feel as captives ransomed by the precious 
blood of Christ ; as temples consecrated by the in- 
dwelling of the Spirit of God ; as new cieatnres 
snatched from destruction, and restored to conscious- 
ness and life, by the love of their Heavenly Father. 
Henceforward may all oar powers and opportunities, 
our time, our substance, and our influence, be will- 
ingly dedicated to Thy service ; and may our whole 
life in this world be a dihgent and consistent act of 
preparation fm the higher and holier services of the 
life to come. 

Keep us thb day fium the evil that is in the world. 
Preserve and bless all onr relations and friends ; ex- 
tend Thy goodness to all our nei^bours, to all ranks 
of persons in onr native land, and to aU sorts and con- 
ditions of men throughout the world. May pure and 
undefiled religion everywhere prerall ; and may the 
prayers and the labomv of Thy servants, who love Thy 
name and seek the prosperity of Zion, be crowned with 
an abundant and a speedy blessing. And all that we 
ask is in the name of Jesus Christ, our only Lord and 
Saviour, to Whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit; One God, be ^rj few ever. Amen. 



266 



SATUEDAY EVENIXG. 



O LoRD| at the close of this week ire deaie to leriev 
the course of Th j providence toward n^ and to retiR 
to rest under a thankful sense of Thy manifold good- 
ness and mercy. ^lanj, O Lord oar God, are Hir 
T^'ondcrful works which Thou hast don^ and Thj 
thoughts which are to us-ward. We are dependent 
and destitute; and Thou hast given ns all things 
richly to enjoy. We are weak and defenceless ; and 
Thou hast set an hedge about us, and aboat all that 
we liave on every side. We are sel&willed and pre- 
sumptuous ; and Thou hast borne with onr perverseness 
and spared us, as a man spareth the son that serveth 
him. How often hast Thou given ns the blessings 
which we neglected to ask, and denied ns the false 
and dangerous gratifications on which we had set our 
hearts 1 How often has Thy wisdom corrected our 
folly, and Thy power been our shield in the midst of 
impending calamity and danger ! 

But chiefly, O Lord, would we magnify Thy name 
for the riches of Thy grace. We thank Thee for 
Jesus Christ, Thine unspeakable gift, for eternal 
life through Him, and for all those means by which 
Thy mercy finds a channel to our souls. We bless 
Thee for the prospect of another day of the Son of 
Man. Blessed be God for the rest of the Sabbath, 
for the interruption it affords to the business of the 
week, and for the opportunity it oflers of fellowship 
with the Father and the Son, in the exercises of the 
sanctuary and the closet. 
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Prepare ob, we beseech Thee, for the dnties of Thy 
holy day. How often, O Lord, at the close of Thy 
day, have we confessed and bewailed the sins of our 
boly things ! How often have we bad cause to ciy 
out in confosion and shame, ' God be merciful nnto 
us sinners !' Now therefore, O our God, grant as, 
we beseech Thee, that preparation of the heart for 
the serrices of Thy day, which we know and feel 
belongs not to ourselves, but cometh ft'om Thee only. 
O let Thy Spirit, Thy quickening Spirit, rouse onr 
doll and lifeless souls, that, after the slumbers of the 
night, we may awake to a joyfal conscionsness of 
spiritual animation and vigour ; that in our dwelling 
there may be heard the voice of joy and health ; and 
that the language of each heart may be, 'This is the 
day which the Lord hath made : we will rejoice and 
be glad in it ; wo will go into His tabernacles ; wo 
will worship at His footstool.' 

Nor do we pray for ourselves alone. Bless, we 
beseech Thee, all Thy people, and especially Thy 
ministering servants. Prepare and strengthen them 
for their respective daUes. Free them ftom the dis- 
tracting influence of worldly cares and anxieties. 
May a day in Thy courts be to them better than a 
thousand. Penetrate the darkness which still hangs 
over so many of our fellow-men. Have compassion 
upon the heathen ; and forgive the guilt of those 
who, in the midst of Christian light, live in heathen 
darkness. Is not Thy word quick and powerful? 
Give it, we beseech Thee, a commission, as in the 
days of old, as in the times of which our lathers have 
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t:*!i ns. when Hioa rendedst the liemTcna^ and Sin 
c'uZDe d'jwju and the mountains flowed down at Hit 
pres-snce. Send it fiirtli as the rod at Thy stzeD|:tk 
ou: of Zion^ to plack down and to build np ; and let 
it still be seen, that Thr hand is not shortened thit 
it cannot save, and that signs and wonders aze still 
done bv the name of Thr holy chfld Jesus. 

We commend oorselTes to Thy care through thb 
nijht. May the grace of oar Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the 
II j]y Gfaon. One God, be with us, and with all the 
people of Gx>d, both now and for evennore. Amen. 



Sarram£tttal ^ragtrs. 



MORNING OF A FAST DAY. 



Unto Thee, O Lord, do we this morning lift up onr 
souls. O our God, we trust in Thee ; let us not be 
ashamed. We are not worthy of the least of Thy 
mercies ; for we are apostate creatures, children who 
have corrupted their way, whose hearts are deceitful 
and evil, and whose feet have wandered fiu* from the 
paths of peace. 

Humble us under a sense of our depravity and 
guilt. Convince us of the evil of sin. Show na the 
deep hold which it has taken of our souls, the malig- 
nant taint which it has spread through our nature, 
the melancholy blight which it has shed upon all our 
affections and powers, and tlie baleful fruit it has 
brought forth in our temper and our conduct. May 
we be humbled to the dust, when we reflect on the 
aggravations of onr offences, committed under the 
eye of God, and in contempt of the justeet authority 
and the greatest love. May the coldness of our peni- 
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Fa::.f:r ::.a: Thoa shonllst give eternal life to a5 
many a^ klieve in Thee. O strengthen our faith, 
triat, tpiough now we see Thee not, yet belierinp, we 
may rfrjoice in Thy Divine compassion and saving 
p^iwer. To Thee we surrender ourselves to be saved 
in Thine own way, to be washed from guilt in Thy 
precious blood, to be justified by Thy most perfect 




HOENDTQ OF FAST DAT. 271 

righteoasness, to be sanctified bj the indwelling of 
Thy blessed Spirit, to be conformed to Thj holy 
image, to be goided by Thy good and righteous law, 
to be actuated continaally by modres drawn from 
Thine unspeakable love, and to be niataied and pre- 
pared for admission, in Thy good time, to Thy hear 
venly kingdom. 

We bring to Thee an evil heart — a worthless 
offering. But we present it, that Thou mayest 
breathe upon it, and give it life; that Thou mayeet 
mould and fashion it according to Thy will; that 
Thou mayest write Thy name upon it, and put Thy 
fear within it ; that Thott mayest accept it as the 
free-will offering of creatures whom Then hast re- 
deemed, and present it to the Father, not as ours, 
but as Thine own workmanships created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works. Receive, O Lord, the offer- 
ing we present ; receive it graciously ; and while, on 
this day of humiliation, we confess oar sins, and 
lament the plague of our own hearts, O do Thou par- 
don our sins, and ^ve ns new hearts and right spirits, 
that henceforward, being made free from sin, and 
become servants to God, we may have our fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life. Now unto 
God, even the Father, to Jesus Christ, the only wise 
God, and our Saviour, and to the Spirit of all grace. 
Three Persons, One Jehovah, be gloiy and dominion, 
world withont end. Amen, 
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EYENTXG OF A FAST DAY. 

O Lord, at the close of this day of hnmiliatxm and 
prayer, we acrain approach Thy thrmey to renew oor 
confessions and supplications. IVe are not woitliT 
to \\t\ up our eyes to the place where Thou dweDest; 
for if wc say that we have no sin^ we deceive oini' 
selves, and the truth is not in us. 

Humble us, especially, under a sense of sin in oor 
nature. Inspire us with genuine sorrow and tuit 
abasement, when we reflect on the deep seat whid 
this disease has taken in our sools ; when we regui 
it as the leprosy spread over our whole inner man, the 
deadly poison that wastes our moral being at its Con- 
tain, and tliat workcth death in eveiy one of us, until 
Thy sovereign hand apply the remedy, and stay the 
plague. "NVe would trace the workings of this greit 
evil in our heart, in our conscience, in o^r understand- 
ing, in our temper, in our will, in our conduct. We 
would mourn over its influence in all oar relations, 
whether as individuals, as members of society, or as 
subjects of Thy government. We confess its power 
in all the stages of our past life, from childhood to the 
present moment. AVe own with shame and abasement 
of heart, that in us, that is, in our flesh, there dwelleth 
no good thing ; that to renew us after Thine image 
must be Thine own work ; that to do evil is ever 
present witli us, and that how to do good we cannot 
of ourselves understand. 

Humble us, O Lord, when we consider that even 
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on thit (lay, when we have profesBed to ickDowIedge 
and bewail our traasj^resaions, mn has exerted so mneh 
power over tis. How dead has been onr repentance^ 
how partial have been onr coniesaioni, how languid onr 
entreaties for forgiveness, how unlike our feelings to 
those of the genoine penitent, who smote upon his 
breast^ and conld not so mncb as lift op his eyes nnto 
hearen. 

But, O onr God, we tnm from ourselves ; we flee 
to Thee for socconr and for hope. Thou faaat so 
loved the world as to send Thine only begotten Sod 
into it, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. We believe, O Lord ; 
help Thou our unbelief. We are sinnen, but we cast 
onrselves upon the infinite mercy of Him Who came 
to call sinners to repentance. 

O may H^ Who now sitteth at the Father's right 
hand, magnify the power with which He is invested, 
by stretching forth His hand for our deliverance and 
sanctification. May He bestow upon ns the grace of 
true repentance, as well as the gift of full forgiveness. 
May the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier and the Comforter, 
be shed upon us abundantly, that we may behold 
our sins in the light of Thy law, and that an end may 
be pot for ever to the treachravus calm of self-security ; 
and that we may be shut np for safoty, for comfort, 
and for hope, to the Saviour's cross, and to the foith 
of His Gospel. O may we look daily upon Him Whom 
we have pierced; and may we learn the evil, the 
malignity, the bitterness of sin, from the sufferings 
He endured. And, while we moorn and are in latter- 
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nesA, inaj He restrain our griefs by the eomolatioBf of 
His Spirit : may He poor the oil of gladncM iofb ifca 
troubled waters, and say to the stonn within, ^Pbm% 
be stilL' Not as the world giveth, may He bo rtow Hii 
blessing upon us. May He be in as fay His Spirily Hid 
dwell with us for ever, extending daily the dominion 
of His kingly oiBce in onrsoula^ snbdiiinfi^ na 
entirely unto Himself^ and constraining us more 
tually and cheerfully to yield to Him the soprane 
affection of our hearts, and the onreaenred obedienGe 
of our lives. 

Carry forward, we beseech Thee, this good wotk 
of Tliy grace, by means of the exercises of this d^. 
Deepen our repentance, stimulate our fidth, enfbroe 
our obligations to holiness and duty, and prepare ss 
for the final services of Thy kingdom, when, with 
all Thy redeemed, we shall rest for ever from the 
warfare of sin, and be made exceeding glad with Thy 
countenance. All which we beg for Jesus Christ^s 
sake ; to Whom be glory for ever. Amen and Ajnen* 



FOR THE EVENING BEFORE A 
COMMUNION SABBATH. 

O LoBD, Thou art glorious in holiness; and Thou 
wilt be sanctified of all them that draw nigh unto 
Thee. With our whole heart, O Lord, we would en- 
gage in Thy service. Be pleased, O Thou Who art 
acquainted with the deceitfulness of our hearts^ to 
prepare them for the solemnities of Thy worship. We 
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pould bring to Thine altar a living sacriBce : com-* 
I, we entreat Thee, fire from heaven to conBUma 
^tt impurities; infuse the vital principle, to fipve it 
^wannth and life ; sprinkle the incense in which it shall 
^^aacend, an odonr of a sweet smeU, a sacrifice accept- 
_aUe, well pleasing unto God. 

O Lord, we are sensible of bo much within us that 
ll ofiensire to Thy pare eye, so mach that requires to 
be altered, so much that needs to be amended, so mnch 
defect and error in our understandings, so mach odd* 
Bess in our aflfections, so much incotutaocy in anr 
pnrposes, so great an insensilulity in our consdeacea, 
•0 much perverseness in our wills, so much that is nn- 
lioly and inconsistent in our condact and profession, 
that we might justly tremble to approach Thy table. 
Bat Thy compassion is oar stay. Thou hastsaid that 
Thou wilt not break the bruised reed, that Thou wilt 
not quench the smoking flax. 

With humble boldness may we pass the fence with 
which Thou hast guarded Thy table, and, with filial 
gratitude, may we partake of the children's bread. 
Strengthen our fiuth to discern the Lord's body ; and 
help us, with ^anksgiving and love, to feed upon it as 
the appointed nourishment of our spiritual frame. 

And while our feet are in Thy holy [dace, O may 
He, Who is the object of faith, and the life of ordi- 
nances, manifest Himself unto us as He doth not onto 
the world. Blessed Saviour, Who wast with Thy 
people in the wilderness ; Who spakest to them in 
the cloudy pillar; Who feddeat them with manna 
that they Rioted not ; Who wast the spiritual rock 
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OS an i npc-o all our worshipping hnethreOy to xeiitT« 
er^ry wanu heal everr wooiid, and satisfy erej 
d-Hire of the longing sool that pants fer God, tat tk 
living GoiJ. 

Be eTpecially with Thy ministering servants^ Speik 
to their hearts the words of ODConcagmient which thej 
>ha!I address to ns. With Thine ancient serrant, m^ 
it be their privilege to say, ^ That whicli we have seen 
with oar eyes, which we have looked npoo and handkd 
of the bread of life ; that which we have seen and 
heard, declare we unto yon, that ye also may ha^ 
fellowship with us ; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with Ilis Son Jesus Christ.' 

And now, O Lord, let Thy name be hallowed in 
Thine ordinance, hallowed by us, and hallowed by all 
who, like u?;, shall partake of it. Keep back from 
Thy tabic the presumptuous and the profane. En- 
courage and comfort Thine own people in approach- 
ing it. May the sight of Thine ordinance affect and 
impress the thoughtless and the undecided ; and may 
the communion of Thy people awaken in the hearts d 
the young those purposes and desires which Thou wilt 
bloss, as the first movements of the soul towards join* 
ing itself to Thee in a perpetual covenant, never to be 
forgotten. 



MORNING OF COMMUNION SABBATH. 277 

Hear us, O Lord, we beseech Thee; and let the 
words of our mouth and the meditation of our heart 
be acceptable in Thy sight, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 



FIRST PRAYER FOR THE MORNING OF 
A COMMUNION SABBATH. 

O Thou Who didst of old time make Thyself known 
as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, we 
bless Thee that in these last days Thou hast revealed 
Thyself as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and hast taught and encouraged us to address 
Thee as our Father Which art in heaven. Father, 
we have sinned against Heaven and in Thy sight, and 
are no more worthy to be called Thy children. Yet 
Thou hast not cast us off. In that distant land to 
which our evil heart has carried us. Thou hast beheld 
us with compassion ; in that low estate into which our 
guilt has sunk us. Thou hast had compassion upon us. 
We admire and we adore the wondrous plan by 
which Thou restorest Thy banished offspring to their 
Father^s family. We rejoice that, as the children 
were partakers of flesh and blood, so likewise He 
Who came in Thy name to save. Himself took part 
of the same, and became in all things like unto His 
brethren. Blessed Redeemer, Who didst pass by 
angels to become bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh, we praise Thee that Thou didst unite our de- 
graded nature to Thine own spotless Divinity, that in 
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tho nature which oflbnded, Thon mightest make cue 
perfocty everlasting offering for sin. We magnify dM 
boundless depths of Thine unspeakable oompasrioB, 
which brought Thee so low, that Thoa mi|^test rsitt 
us so high. And we adore and magnify Thee, that^ 
now that Thou art risen, and hast ascended to Thy 
Throne, Thou art not ashamed to call ns brethren. In 
the midst of the throne Thou still retainest the human 
nature, which, for our sakcs, Thon didst assume ; and 
through all Thy glory Thou still exhibitest the hum- 
bling bond that unites Thee to us. O Tfaou Ldunb 
of God that wast slain, Thou art worthy to receiic 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing; Thou art worthr, 
for Thou hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, and 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests fiir 
ever. 

Through the symbols of Thy dying love which are 
this day to be placed before us, we would behold Thy 
broken body and Thy shed blood. And when we 
remember that Thy body was broken and Thy blood 
shed for us, our hearts would bum within ns, and, 
with tho ascending flame, our souls would rise in holr 
thanksgivings to Ilim that loved us, and tliat washed 
us from our sins in His own blood. 

O blessed Saviour, manifest Thyself to us at Thine 
own tabic, not darkly, as through a glass, not dimlv, 
as througli a vail. Let us see Thy face ; let us hear 
Thy voice. Interpret to us the mysteries of Thine 
own ordinance. Explain every symbol ; g;ive signifi- 
cance to ever}' sign. Accompany with a blessing the 
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words of Thy semuits ; and unite oar hearts at Thine 
ordinance to one another and to Thee, in anticipation 
of that blessed day when earthly Sabbaths, sanctuaries, 
and days of imperfect commanitm, shall give place to 
the endless joys of heaven, and the beatific vinon of 
God. 

Let the young, who are this day for the first time 
to encompass Thy taUe, be remembered with especial 
love, as the Iambs of Thy flock. Lead them into green 
pastures ; guide them by still waters. Let no daiit 
cloud overshadow them ; let no son of mischief rise op 
to harm them. Under Thy shadow let them sit with 
great delight ; and Irt Thy fruit be sweet unto their 
taste. 

Visit in compassion the dwellings of those whose 
hearts are in Thy sanctuary, but who are denied access 
to Thine ordinances. While they stretch forth their 
hands to Thee in a dry and parched land, make Thy- 
self known to them as the Lord That formed them, 
and That will help them. 

And while Thou art present with all Thy people, 
show mercy, we beseech Thee, upon those that are 
Thine enemies. Pot them in remembrance : plead 
Thy cause with thera ; and let this be a day when 
Thou wilt send the rod of Thy strength out of Zion, 
when ITioa wilt rule in the midst of Thine enemies, 
and when a willing people from among them shall be 
gathered around Thee in the beauties of holiness. 

Assist Thy ministering servants. Let them stand 
in Thy strength ; let them speak in Thy name ; and 
while tbey feed Thy flock, let their own soals be filled 
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with die fulness of the blessiiif; of the Oospd rf 
Christ, that their mouths majr praise Thee with jojfU 
lips. 

And now, O Lord, we go forward in Thy strength; 
let not Thy mercies towards ns be restrained. Look 
down from heaven, and behold from the habitatioii rf 
Thy holiness and of Thy gkuy, and give us cause to 
bless, to praise, to magnify Thy name this day, through 
Jesus Christ, to Whom, with the Father and the Holj 
Spirit, One God, be glory and dominion, world witih 
out end. Amen. 



FIRST PRAYER FOR THE EVENING OF 
A COMMUNION SABBATH. 

O Lord, at the close of this day we desire to come 
before Thee with the voice of thanksgiving and praise. 
We thank Thee for what we have this day seen, and 
tasted, and heard, and handled, of the Word of life. 
W^e bless Thee that Jesus Christ hath this day been 
plainly set forth before us crucified and slain, and that 
in Him all the blessings of salvation have been brought 
under our view, and presented to our acceptance. 

O may those of us who have this day approached 
the Saviour's table, find that it hath been no vain 
thing to wait upon Him in the ways of His own ap- 
pointment. May the memorials of His dying love 
minister peace and joy to our souls ; may we be sensible^ 
from present and fix)m future experience, that we have 
enjoyed the presence and received the blessing of the 
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Master of the Feast ; and in tUe streng^ of the re- 
freshment imparted to out faith, and hope, and lore, 
may we ga on onr way to the heavenly world with an 
enlarged and rejoicing heart. 

And do Thon, O Lord, Who alone canst give eflfect 
to onr purposes and desires to be Thine, accomplish in 
us the whole good pleasure of Thy goodness. Let not 
the good seed which hath been sown, be scattered by 
the winds, or choked by the tares, or scorched by the 
heat, or snatched away by the enemy. Let not sin 
regain its dominion over us ; hot perfect we entreat 
Thee, that which concemeth as ; and having begun 
Thy good work, be pleased to carry it forward unto 
the day of Jesns Christ. May all the effects designed 
by the holy ordinance in which we have this day parti- 
cipated, be produced by Thy grace in onr experience. 
May our faith be confirmed, onr hope enlivened, our 
love increased, and onr purposes of new and better 
obedience in time to come strengthened and rendered 
effectual. We cast ourselves, O Lord, upon Thee for 
guidance, for support, for comfort, and for protection. 
Thou Who hast covered a table for us this day in the 
wilderness, and spread over us Thy banner which is 
love, wilt Thou not conUnue with us Thy bounty and 
Thy grace ; wilt Thou not cause the stream of Thy 
merciful goodness to accompany us all the days of our 
life ; and wilt Thou not permit us at last to dwell with 
Thee in the house of the Lord for ever T 

Nor would we be mindful merely of ourselves. We 
commend to Thee all our fellow-Christians, and espe- 
cially those who have this day united with us in com- 
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mcmorating the dying love-of onr exalted Redeemer. 
May love to the Ssvtour bind us together in afTectioD 
one to another, aa members of the same family, pa^ 
tnkers of the saniB nature, and heirs of the same blesaed- 
ness. May Thy servants who have dispensed to in 
the word and broad of life, be enriched with all beavenh 
and spiritual blessings. May their minds be the seat 
of all those gids and graces which are needful to the 
advancement of their hohnoES, their comfort, and ihdr 
usefulness. And while they plant and water, inif 
God command a bleanng, and appoint an ■bimdnft 
iucrciise. 

Luok, we entrent Tliw, in compassion on lho,=e 
who are destitute of the privileges which we enjov. 
Forf^ive the sin of those who, enjoying outward pri- 
vileges, despise or abuse them; and let the litrht of 
the knowledge of Thy glory, as it shines in the face 
of .Tcsus Christ, pcnolrate everj- dark place of the 
earth, and reach conviction to everj' polluted and 
beni<;hted mind, causing the distant beatlicn to cast 
his idols to the moles and to the bats, and constrain- 
ing the heathen in a Christian land to look upon 
Him Whom he hath pierced, and to mourn, to love, 
and to obey. 

Hear us, we beseech Thee, gracious God ; and to 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, 
be glory for ever. Amen, 
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SECOND PRAYER FOR THE MORNING OP 
A COMMUNION SABBATH. 

O Thou Who hast given us Thy Word to be a Ught 
to our feet, and a lamp to oar path. Who hast estab- 
lished Thy Sabbath and Thine ordinances as means 
of grace, and as tokens of Thy favour^ enable ns this 
day to wait upon Thee in the exercise of faith and 
love : may we have grace to serve Thee acceptably ; 
and, in all oar services, may we have reason to say, 
Trnly oar fellowship is with the Father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. 

We bless Thee, O Lord, for the great love where- 
with Thou hast loved us. We adore, we praise, we 
magnify Thee, that Thou hast not cast us off as our 
iniquities have deserved, but that Thou hast had 
mercy upon us, because Thy mercy endureth for ever. 
We bless God for Jesas Christ, the eternal Son of 
the Father, Who came into the world to take away 
sin for ever, by the sacrifice of Himself. 

Nor would we bless Thee merely for this Thine 
unspeakable gift. We thank Thee for the sacred 
Sapper of our Lord, in which the united love of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, is exhibited in 
lively signs, and by affecting memorials. And we 
humbly pray that our minds may this day be in a 
suitable frame for approaching Thy table, and par- 
taking of the appointed emblems of our Saviour^s 
sufferings and dying love. Through the memorials 
presented to our senses, may we perceive the broken 
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body and the shed blood of oar cmcified, but now 
risen and glorified Kedeeiner. With joy may ira 
partake of the spiritual provision which He hath pre- 
pared for the nourishment and comfort of His people; 
and, with revived faith, may we realize the presence 
of the Master of the Feast, and feed on that flesh 
which is meat indeed, and drink of that blood which 
is drink indeed. 

Andy O Thoa blessed and gracioizs Saviour, Who 
didst freely give Thyself for the an of the world, 
despise not Thou the sighing of the broken and con- 
trite heart that shall this day breathe forth its desira 
and its sorrows at Thy table. Excite into lively exer- 
cise the languid graces of Thy people. Change a 
weak faith and a trembling hope into a spirit of holy 
and happy confidence in the truth of Thy Word and 
the certainty of Thy promises ; and while Thy people 
thirst for Thee as in a dry and thirsty land, to sec Thy 
power and Thy glory as they have seen Thee in the 
sanctuary, let their souls be filled as with marrow 
and fatness, that their mouths may praise Thee with 
joyful lips. 

To Thy mercy and tender compassion we com- 
mend those who, by the restraints of Thy Providence, 
arc at this time denied the privilege of access to Thy 
table. Visit them in their solitary chambers : com- 
mune with them from off Thy mercy-seat ; send into 
their hearts a double portion of Thy Holy Spirit ; and 
let each of them experience that it is no vain thing 
to wait upon Thee, whether in the closet or in the 
sanctuary, and that while a table is spread for the 
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great oongr^ation^ there is enough and to spare for 
the meanest and the most solitary, the most deserted 
and distressed, who belong to our Father^s house. 

Assist Thy ministering servants in the dispensation 
of Thy Word and ordinances. While they laboor and 
care for others, may they be remembered as dear 
children by Thee ; and may the bread of life which 
they distribute to their fellow-men prove to their own 
souls an abimdant source of strength, and comfort, 
and joy. 

Let Thy Church universally prosper and flourish. 
Abundantly bless the provision of Zion. Fill eveiy 
hungiy soul, and satisfy every longing soul with good- 
ness ; and let the voice of rejoicing and salvation be 
in all the tabernacles of the righteous. 

Now unto Him Who hath chosen Zion, and de- 
sired it for His habitation, unto Grod only wise, be 
all glory and praise, through Jesus Christ, world 
without end. Amen. 



SECOND PRAYER FOR THE EVENING OF 
A COMMUNION SABBATH. 

O Thou to Whom we owe our means of grace and 
our opportunities of spiritual improvement, follow, we 
beseech Thee, with Thine effectual blessing, the ex- 
ercises in which we have this day been engaged. 
Forgive the sins and imperfections that have mingled 
with our attempts to serve Thee ; and grant that a 
sense of Thy goodness, and a remembrance of the 
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comforts we have enjoyed while waiting upon Thee 
in Tbine ordinanoes^ may attend us during oar htin 
course, and may excite us to diltgenoe ud itedfiit* 
ness in Tliy service. 

We give Thee thanks, gracioiis Ood, ftr dto 
privilege we have this day enjoyed, of partaking of 
the memorials of the broken body and shed blood of 
our exalted, though once humbled and snflferiog 
Redeemer. ^lay the impression made upon ear 
minds by the solemnities of this day, be deepened sad 
confirmed ; may the vows our hearts have oonceiTed 
and our lips have uttered while encompaasing Thine 
altar, be heard and registered in heaven ; and msy 
grace be imparted to us from Him Who beaielk 
prayer, and Who is the God of all grace, that we may 
be faithful to our engagements, and, through eveiy 
stage of our future life, naay continue stedfast and 
immoveable, abounding always in the work of the 
Lord. 

When we resume the ordinary duties and employ* 
ments of life, help us to retain a lively recollection 
of the objects and truths which have this day been 
set before us. May we remember that we have en- 
rolled our names among His disciples, and be anxious 
to justify the good confession which we have thus 
made before many witnesses. 

Nor let us merely remember the obligations under 
which wo have come ; may we also remember the 
promises and grace of Him Whose disciples we are. 
May the rich provision Ho has made for His people 
in the doctrine of His cross, the assurances of His 



EVENUIQ OF A COHXUHIOD SABBATH. 387 

love, and the iBflaences of Hia Spirit, be associsted 
in onr minds with the services He claims from as. 
And while Sot Hia sale wa aie willing to do all things 
and to endure all things, may we look up to Him to 
be ttiih OS always, according to EGs promise, and to- 
fulfil in US the whole good pleasure of His goodness, 
even tlie work of foith with power. 

Nor would we confine our views to the present 
world. Knowing that the end of all things is at 
band, we would rejoice and be glad in the prospect of 
that day, when earthly Sabbaths and earthly solem- 
nities, having ^filled their design, shall have passed 
away ; and when, with all the Tnns(Hned of the Lord, 
we shall be admitted to the marrtage-snpper of the 
Lamb, and be permitted to drink wine new in our 
Father's kingdom for ever. O may we be looking 
for and hasting unto the day of God, the day of the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, the day of the 
consummation <^ our hopes and the perfection of otir 
felicity. 

Having the promise of this day, may we be diligent 
that we may be found of Him in peace, without spot 
and blameless. Satisfied with the allotments of His 
Providence, following the guidance of His Word, and 
rejoicing in the fulness of His grace, may we grow in 
resemblance to His image, and in meetnees for His 
kingdom. 

With ourselves, we would be mindful of all who 
have this day testified their fiuth in the Saviour by 
approaching His table: may their louls be refireshed 
and gladdened by a sense of His presence, and by the 
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tokens of His love. Especiallj idaj' the joang eipe- 
rience the protectingy oomfiirtiiii^ and restoring cm 
of the Lord their Shepherd* Hmring rBnomieed tk 
world for the sake of Chxisty nmjr thejr find from o- 
perience that thej have made a happy exchange^ tint 
they have lost nothing, and gained ereiytluiig. 

May the aged, and they who for the last time htve 
this day taken their place at Thy table, be sustuoed 
and cheered under the burden of infirmities md 
years. Looking back to the past, may they xemes- 
ber the days of the right hand of the Most Hi^; 
and now also that they are old and grey-headed, off 
they feci assured that Thou, Who hast been their hope 
hitherto, and their trust firom their youth, wilt not 
cast them off in the time of old age, neither forsake 
them when their strength faileth. 

We commend to Thee, O Lord, those who hare 
thb day dispensed to us the word and the bread of 
life. Be with Thy Church, all who bear o£Soe in 
it, a]] who are members of it, all who love its peace 
and seek its welfare. Peace bo within its walls, and 
prosperity within its palaces. For our brethren and 
companions' sake, we would now say. Peace be within 
thee ! 

Now, unto Him Who hath chosen Jacob for Him- 
self, and Israel for His peculiar treasure, to Him 
Whose glory is the Church, and Whose kingdom shall 
have no end ; unto Him, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, One God, be all might, majesty, and dominion 
ascribed, both now and ever, world without end. 
Amen. 
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MORNING AFTEB THE COMMUSION. 



FOR THE MORNING AFTER A 
COMMUNION SABBATH. 

O LoBD, we come before Thee this moniing, blessing 
Thee for the bounties of Thy providence and the 
privileges of Thy grace. We give Thee thanks for 
the opportunity we yesterday enjoyed, of seriously and 
solemnly recalling to our remembrance our unspeak- 
able obligations to Thy redeeming love. O may the 
great object of faith then exhibited to our view in the 
memorials of a communion table, dwell habitually in 
our thoughts ; and while pursuing tlie ordinary tenor 
of our lives, may we be influenced and governed by a 
constraining regard to the glory of Him Who loved 
us and gave Himself for ua. Looking up to Him as 
Head over all tilings to His Church, may we pursue 
our way through life, not alarmed by dangers nor 
depressed by fears, but persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which we have committed to His charge, 
to fulfil all Hia promises, to supply all our need, and, 
afier employing us in His service on earth, to bring 
ns to Himself, that where He is there we may be also. 
We thank Thee, O Lord, for these encouraging 
views and hopes. Under their influence, may we go 
on our way rejoicing;. May the Lord Whom we serve 
go with us : may He accompany us by His Spirit, and 
not only enable us by faith to realize Him as present 
with us, but vouchsafe to us such displays of His 
kindness and power, in the state of our feelings and 
the posture of our circumstances, as shall cause ns 
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with fervent gratitude at every stage of oar pilgrimage 
to acknowledge, that not one thing hath ikiled of all 
the good things which He had proaiised us. 

With ourselves, we would commend to Thy gracious 
remembrance all our Christian brethren, and especiaOr 
those who on this occasion have partaken with us of 
the memorials of the Saviour^s dying love. May the 
remembrance of the love that has been shown them 
sink deep into their hearts; and may the privilc^ 
they enjoy in connection >yith the Saviour induce them 
to abide in Him, and to grow up into Him in all 
things, fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God. 

May such of Thy people as arc mourning in Zion 
be directed to II im as the source of comfort. If 
the cause of sorrow be in their circumstances, lead 
them to look above a world which passeth away ; if in 
themselves, support them under the burden of infirmity 
and the pressure of disease ; or if sin be the cause, and 
they have armed the foe that divides them from Thee, 
show them wherefore it is that Thou contendest with 
them. Stir up within them a holy resentment against 
the secret enemies of their peace ; lead them to the 
blood of sprinkling ; and with David's spirit, mav they 
turn to David's Lord, crying, ^ Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean ; wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow ; make me to hear joy and gladness, that 
the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice.' 

We thank Thee, gracious God, on behalf of Thy 
ministering servants. Abundantly and increasingly 
bless them : grant them more of Thy Holy Spirit ; 
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more of Thy presence while they minister at Thine 
altar ; more of the peace and joy that are the fruit of 
believing the tmtha which they declare to others ; 
more of that saccess in their labours which shall 
strengthen their handa, and encourage their hearts, 
and be received by themselves as tlie best answer to 
their prayers, and the fullest compensaUon ibr their 
anxieties and toils. 

Abundantly bless the proriaion of Zion ; satisfy her 
poor with bread. Clothe her priests also with salva- 
tion, and let her saints shout aloud for joy. 

Now, blessed be the Lord our God, the God of 
Israel, Who only doeth wondrous things. And 
blessed be His glorious name for ever; and let the 
whole earth be Glled with His glory. Amen and 
Amen. 



§iimvmi IfiraBtm 



THANKSGIVrKQ. 



O Thou Who art the Lord our God, Who hast 
remembered Thy covenant for ever, we ffve Thee 
thanks for all the goodness we have experienced since 
we came into this world. 

Help ua, we beseech Thee, to look upon our tem* 
poral lot with gratitude, and to nse its blessings 
without abusing them. May we remember, with a 
thankful sense of Thy condescension and love, that it 
ia He Who ruleth among the armies of heaven, Who 
chooseth out for us the lot of our inheritance. While 
receiving good (as at this time) at the hand of God, 
may the thought of Him Who bestows it double the 
value of the blessing; and when called to endure 
chastening, may the same thought arm us with 
patience, and satisfy us of the wisdom and goodness 
of the dispensations by which we are tried. 

We hunent, O Lord, that, in the enjoyment of tern- 
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poral comforts, we should be so liable to forget Thee. 
But wc pray for a better spirit than our own, a spirit 
of wisdom to discern Thee in all Thj ways towud 
us, and a spirit of gratitude and love to receiire ill 
Thy gifts as from Thy hand, and to employ them in 
Thy scrv ice. Teach us habitually to remember iD 
the way by which we have been led ; to consider the 
necessity for the trials by which we have been exer- 
cised ; to trace the connection between evil in our cir- 
cumstances and good in our character ; to weigh the 
mercies we have enjoyed, against the sorrows we have 
experienced ; and, fix)m a review of the past in all its 
relations and consequences, daily to deduce new oc- 
casions for celebrating the praises of Him Who hath 
dealt with us as a Father, and in the midst of wrath 
remembered mercy. 

And while thus, O Lord, we bear in mind Thy 
temporal goodness, let us not be forgetful of our obli- 
gations to Thy grace. Thanks be unto God for the 
purpose and plan of redeeming love ; and thanks be 
unto God for all the methods by which that love hath 
been displayed. We thank Thee that we have heard 
the voice of Divine mercy addressed to us through 
Thy Son ; and that, notwithstanding our reluctance 
to listen, and our indifference to what we have heard, 
the offers of Thy grace are still made to us. 

O, while we bless Thee for the riches of Thy grace, 
may we be anxious to partake of them. May we 
have reason to bless Thee, not only for mercies offered, 
but for mercies accepted, experienced, and enjoyed. 
And we would give Thee thanks, gracious God, for 
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any disposition Thou hast given us thus to prize and 
thus to improve Thy benefits. All our goodness ia 
Thine own gift. O con6nn, increase, and perfect it ; 
and give us reason continually to acknowledge, that 
He Which hath begun a good work is performing it 
until the day of Jesus Christ. 

Nor would we confine our views, O Lord, to per- 
sonal blessings. Connected as we are by many ties 
with our fellow-men, and dependent on them for 
much of our happiness and improvement, we would 
regard Thy goodaees to them as goodness to ourselves. 
We bless Thee for it ; and we humbly pray that it 
may be increased and multiplied exceedingly. Hasten 
the time when Tby Spirit shall be poured upon all 
flesh ; when siKiety shall be purified from the di^ 
orders that defile and degrade it ; when men every- 
where shall be of one heart and of one mind ; and 
when God shall be glorified from the rising to the 
setting of tlie sun. 

Now, unto Him Who hath giren ua endless cause 
of thanksgiving and praise, unto Him be glory through 
Jesus Christ, world without end. Amen. 



THANKSGITING. 



O LoBD, Thou art the ever-blessed God, blessed in 
Thyself, and the source of blessing to all Thy crea- 
tures. From Thy glorious throne Thou di^tributeat 
being and happiness to eveiything that lives. 
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But, chiefly, O Lord, hast Thou blessed ii%wl» 
arc not only the work of Thy hands, bat the sheep 
of Thy pasture. Thou hast distinguished us among 
Thy creatures, by setting the seal of Thine image 
upon our souls, and placing us at the head of Tbj 
lower works. Thou hast given us understanding 
and reason, and conscience, and associated us iritli 
anf^els in our knowledge of Thy will, and in oar 
capacity for showing forth Thy praise. Kor hast 
Thou abandoned us, though the crown has fallen 
from our heads. Thou hast had compassion upon ns 
in our low and fallen state. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed 
us in Him with all heavenly and spiritual blessings, 
and, by a pledge more impressive than promises, hath 
assured us, that He that spared not His own Son, bot 
delivered Him up to the death for us, will with Him 
also freely give us all things. We thank Thee for 
the manifold mercies which have flowed to us in the 
sacred channel of the Saviour's blood, for the licLt 
of the glorious Gospel, the promise of the Spirit, the 
means of grace, the ordinances of religion, and the 
good hoj)e of everlasting life. 

More es])ecially, we bless Thee for all the testi- 
monies of Thy goodness which we ourselves have ex- 
perienced. Teach us to connect all Thy goodness 
with the love Thou hast shown us in Christ Jesus ; 
and however distant the streams, may we trace them 
all up to everlasting mercy, as their fountain and 
their spring. O may we regard all the bounties of 
Providence, all its gracious indications and interpo- 
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sitions, all its &miliar diBplay? of liberality, forbear- 
ance, and watchful care, all the blessings for which, at 
any time, we have caose to ^ve thanks, as affecting 
remembrancers of better blessings and richer obliga* 
tions. May our beam be filled at this time with 
gratitude, even to overflowing, when we lift our 
thoughts above the gifts, for which we thank Thee, to 
Thyself, the gracious Giver, and realize Thee as not 
only the Author of our enjoyments, and the Reliever of 
our wants, but as the infinite Giver of an infinite gift, 
the gift of Thine only begotten Son, that we might 
not perish, but have everlasting hfe. O may we feci 
that mercies become more sweet, when taken from a 
Father's hand, and received with the stamp of an 
elder Brother's love ; that gratitade becomes more 
warm, and obedience more easy, when the source 
from which our blessings £ow, is seen to be an ocean 
which our minds cannot measure, nor the estremest 
depth of our necessities exhaust. 

Filled with this sense and view of Thy goodness, 
we now present to Thee the offering of onr gratitude. 
Thou hast dealt bountilully with us. Accept onr 
thanksgivings, quicken our thankfulness, and bring 
our sense of obligation nearer the standard of Thy 
great, and manifold, and nndeserved benefits. And 
that our gratitude may not be the mere emotion of 
the moment, but may have its seat in our heart, and 
may show forth itself in our life, add to all Thine other 
mercies the gift of Thy Holy Spirit ; which thing, 
and every other mercy, we beg for the sake and 
worthiness of Thy dear Son, our Saviour, to Whom, 



••I: 



r- .— m.f TTsm^J-^ 



C^GMLk 



ZUZ Tt LTz LjiSL r^lL laS 29SSL X 

M.:ii i::t.ii Li. 2:111 zi lisna. n^. Vr ^j 



£ 10 krltr 

■ ■ 

1 



ire 






rt - 



iz rm tf-Ijih ^^:c 



tile vixt 

art tae 

woQid kis 

Tboa his 

b:n in zneicT to 



* »-— -^— -• — ^ ^ — "?^ ■"""" * " ■ 

'.u^r.zi. LJii rirrc?:":- C^=r i^^ska is xnfimte:v tea 
:'• i.' -. --T l-J::LiLe5 Live iestrred. And. in the midsi 
*:f ""rL-^ Til- re:i:-==:ier^cS5 memr; for how xdadt 
iT* :1c iltriiiLr? Lj -wiid we are sail snnxHmded, 
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u£, :1a: wLcra the Lori loTedi He chasteneth, and 
K:our;:f::h evciy sea whom He receiveth. 

OjVrn our heansy O Lord, to the consolations of 
Thv hlesded Word, that we mar beliere that we are 
liow in Thy hands for good. We feel how much we 
need correction ; but we also feel how much we need 
the teaching and support of Thy Holy Spirit, to 
hul/flue the rising murmurs of our rebellious will, and 
to hush our minds into a holy calm of meek and 
child-like acquiescence in the plan of Thine all-wise 
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Providence. We know that Thy judgments are right, 
and that in &ithfulness Thon hast afflicted ue. But 
let Thy roerciiol kindness also be for our comfort, 
and let Thy tender mercies come onto us, that we 
may live. 

Let not our futh fail under our trials. Blessed 
God, most gracious Heavenly Father, in Thy good 
time relieve us from the burden of our afflictions. 
Let not Thy hand be always heavy upon us. Kebuke 
QB not in Thy wrath, chasteu us not in Thy hot 
displeasure. When Thoa hast accomplished Thy 
gracious purposes in our correction, stay the vehe- 
mence of the flame ; say to the refining fire, ' It is 
enough ;' stretch forth Thy hand, and bring ns forth 
from the furnace as gold and silver purified. 

But, O Lord, Thy will be done. We know not 
what is good for us; but Thou knowest. In Thy 
bands we are ; and in Thy hands we would leave 
ourselves. Let our trials cease, or let them be pro- 
longed, as to Thee seemeth right and meet. Only 
let them be sanctified ; let their effect be to take away 
sin, to withdraw oar hearts from a vain and deceitful 
world, and to fix our fiuth and our affections npon 
things above ; that Thoa mayest be glorified, and the 
Gospel of Thy grace recommended and adorned, by 
oar patience and hope ; which things we beg for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, for Whom we bless 
Thee, and to Whom, with Thyself and the Holy 
Spirit, One Qod, be ^oiy for ever. Amen. 
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(jT^A US nrii-^rt ccier oar trials. O Thoa com- 
].a-.-:onatr: Re'l^mefy onr merciful and faithful High 
Priest, Who art tonche-i with the feeling of Thy 
people's infirmities, fail as not, neither forsake as, in 
this tlie time of our weakness and saffering. Thoa 
Thyself didst suffer, being tempted; grant us Thy 
presence, who are now treading in the path in which, 
for our sakes, Thou didst once condescend to walk. 
Grant us relief from trouble, if it please Thee, and 
ultimate deliverance from it. But, above all things, 
/;rant us the light of Thy countenance under it, a 
m;nftc of Thy love, a staid and comfortable persuasion 
of Thy gracious designs, while we are tossed by pain, 
or burdened by fear, or consumed by weariness and 
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matching. Our sins are brought to our remembrance 
in this night of oar affliction ; but Thou didst die for 
sin, Thou didst drink even to the dregs the bitter cap 
of its deserts. Let na not be dismayed bj suffering, 
since Thou bast taken away its sting; let us not 
tremble even at death, since Thon, by dying, hast 
stript it of its terrors. 

Thou ever livest to make intercession ibr Thy 
people. Thon art at the right hand of God, with all 
power at Thy command for their relief and support. 
Thou art ever present with them in all their varieties 
of trial and suffering. Thou knowest their pain ; Thon 
seest their tears ; Thou hearest their groans ; Thon 
readest their inmost thoughts, and interpretest their 
broken prayers. Thou hast said that Thou wilt regard 
the prayer of the destitute, and wilt not despise their 
prayer. O blessed Saviour, Thou art afflicted in all 
our afflictions : we cast ourselves on Thy sympathy ; 
we rely on Thy wisdom ; we lean on Thy power. 
We would not take onr lot out of Thy hands ; we 
would not wish removed that which Thou mayest 
deem it right to continue ; we would not desire to 
escape from that which Thy wisdom and love may 
judge it good and necessary that we should bear. 
But sustain us, we beseech Thee, under onr burden : 
let us not have cause to say, ' Why castest Thou off 
onr souls 1 why hidcst Thou Thy face from ust' Let 
not our taith, let not our patience fail. 

Thou, O Lord, bringest good out of evil ; Thou 
appointcst trial as the correction of sin. O may the 
fruit of our afflictions be the taking away of sin : may 
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tie T be mended, mar thej be loDowed, by a moR 
j\±zz&yi3 cMnmnnication of Thy Holy SjHiit. If k 
In Tlt viU tbat we sbould Tet be restoied to heiltk 
iz i strength, nuv h be manHwit to ally that we htcn 
tern tac^t much in the scfaocd in which Thoa lit 
&: rrr«en: traininj; ns. Mar we even now feel tk 
gnc::a5 icdaence of sanctified affliction ; and be en- 
ci'Tirxz^i to bear what yet remains of onr trials, bj 
a scQsible growth in all the graces and Tirtnes of the 
Eew man. which, after God, is created in righteousiiea 
ar.i true holiness. 

These things we beg, O our God and merdbi 
Redeemer, not trusting to oar own worthiness or 
Liir^Ttunirr. or tears, or great necessity, bnt to tint 
mercv which hath been made sore to sinners br tbe 
blocJ of the Lamb^ to Whom be glory for CTcr. 
Amen. 



OX RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS. 

I. 

O Lord, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, slow 
to anger, and of great goodness, what shall we render 
unto Thee for all Thv benefits ? 

By painful experience, O Lord, Thou hast taught 
us that our strength is but weakness, and that vain is 
the help of man. May we, who have been made to 
feel how frail we are, bear about with ns the solemn 
conviction, that, in the midst of life, we are in death : 
that in health and strength we walk on the brink of a 
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precipice, and that in a moment our foot may slip, 
and our portion be no more for ever in anything 
nnder the sun. 

Thou hast taught us by our recovery, that help 
Cometh from Thee alone, that Thou hast but to speak 
the word, and disease and death shall be arrested in 
their course. Henceforward, let our faith and hope 
be more exclusively placed in Thee. Thou art all- 
sufficient for our happiness : Thy presence can cheer 
our solitude, lighten our darkness, sustain our weak- 
ness, and diffuse through our souls a peace and a joy 
which the loss of health and the fear of death cannot 
destroy. We would therefore cleave to Thee as our 
portion in the land of the living, and return unto Thee 
as our rest, seeing that Thou hast dealt so bountifully 
with us. 

By means of affliction. Thou hast taught us the 
evil of sin. Thou hast reminded us, that death hath 
passed upon all men, because all have sinned ; and 
Thou hast spoken to our consciences, and asked us, 
what fruit can we hope to have in these things, the 
end of which is death? O Lord, we are slow of heart 
to receive this lesson ; but do Thou impress it on our 
hearts, by the power of Thy Holy Spirit. From this 
time forward,,may fear of sin, may sorrow for sin, may 
aversion to sin, become fixed habits of our mind ; and 
may we be incapable of deliberately yielding to its 
temptations, afler having been so impressively made 
to feel how unsubstantial are its pleasures, and how 
bitter and fatal are its fruits. 

And that these ends may be fiilly attained, may the 
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Gospel of Thy grace, which Thou hast given for the 
life of man ; which conveys balm to the wounded am- 
science, purity to the polluted afiections, hope to the 
desponding heart; which is the trembling ainnei's 
stay, his guide in darkness, his song in death; 
may this Gospel of the grace of God, sore in promise, 
rich in comfort, the unspeakable gift of infinite mercy, 
the precious fruit of dying love, the pledge of the 
Saviour's living power, the channel of the Holy 
Spirit's ctioicest blessings, henceforward be unspeak- 
ably dear to our hearts. May we love it for the com- 
fort it has yielded, when nothing else had power to 
comfort us ; and may we be more than ever anions 
to imbibe its living spirit, and to walk under the in- 
fluence of its sanctifying lessons, that, when days of 
darkness come, we may find it, as in days past, an 
anchor of hope, a tree of life, a fountain unsealed, 
whose waters fail not. 

Blessed God, we desire to live wholly unto Thee. 
By a new tie Thou hast made us Thine. Whom can 
we love, whom can we serve, but Thee, Who art the 
God of our life, the length of our days ; Who hast 
delivered, and Who doth deliver f Accept our grati- 
tude, confirm our purposes, and pardon the coldness 
of our thanksgivings, and the irresolution of our 
hearts, for the sake of Thy dear Son, our only Lord 
and Saviour; to Whom, with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, One God, be glorj' and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and for ever. Amen. 
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ON RECOVERY FROM 8ICEKESS. 



O LoBD, onr Heavenly Father, W^o hast healed oor 
diseases, and redeemed our l!fe irom destrucUon, aod 
Who now crownest ns with loving-kin dnessea and 
tender mercies, accept, we beseech Thee, the grati- 
tude of our hearts, and the thanksgiving of our Hps, 
for all Thy goodneas. 

Thou hast been pleased to deaj with ns aa a Father 
Who pitieth His children ; Thon hast chastened as 
for our profit ; Thon hast corrected, but not destroyed 
ns. In the school of affliction Thon hast been train- 
ing ns in the knowledge of ourselves, and in the 
obedience of Thy law ; discovering to us onr frailty, 
that we might lean on Thy strength ; showing ns the 
vanity of the world, that we might live above itj 
bringing sin to onr remembrance, that we might 
sincerely hate and anxiously avoid it ; and revealing 
to us the all-sufficiency of Thy grace, and the fulness 
that is in Christ Jesus, that we might abandon eveiy 
portion but the hope that is set before as in the Gospel. 

We thank Thee, O Lord, for the measure of onr 
afflictioas, and for the alleviations and supports which 
we experienced under them. Thon hast not chastened 
ns in Thine anger, nor rebuked us in Thy hot dis- 
pleasoro. Enable ns to look back with gratitude on 
the consolations of Thy Word in the season of our 
affliction. May ita truths, its promises, its precepts. 
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acquire a double value in our eyes, from the power 
wc have felt it to possess of imparting encouragement 
and support, when aU other sources of comfort wefe 
found empty and insufficient 

We acknowledge, and we would feel, Thj goodnes 
in restoring us to health. Thou, O Lord, hast done 
it. Thou hast given efficacy to means, and wisdom 
to those by whom they were administered. We would 
raise our eyes above the instrument, to the gradous 
hand that directed and employed it ; and we would 
regard every day and every hour of our prolonged 
life as a new bond to Thy service, and a new incite- 
ment to diligence and fidelity in the discharge of our 
obligations. We are not our own : from the moment 
we entered life we were Thy servants, bound to lovc^ 
reverence, and obey Thee ; but now, with a deeper and 
more grateful sense of obligation and responsibilitr, 
we would say, * O Lord, we are Thy servants ; troly 
we are Thy servants, for Thou hast loosed our bonds.* 

Impart sincerity, O Lord, to our purposes, warmth 
to our gratitude, and stedfastness to our endeavonis 
after obedience. Our hearts are still vain and fino- 
ward, our wills stubborn and rebellious, our convic- 
tions slight and superficial, our purposes faltering and 
unsteady, our minds open to the insinuations and 
flatteries of the world. Be pleased, O Thou Who 
knowest our weakness and our folly, to enforce the 
lessons of affliction by the effectual teaching of Thy 
Holy Spirit. With restored health, give us a healthier 
frame of mind. In returning to the world, let us not 
return to its vanities and follies. O let us never forget 
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the afiectiiig experience, the humbling convictions, the 
solemn vows, of oar recent season of suffering and 
danger. 

When days of darkness return, — ^for they will re- 
tnm, — may we not he as watchmen taken by surprise. 
May our thoughts be familiar with an invisible and 
eternal world ; and may the time of health and 
strength be diligently improved, with a view to the 
arrival of that night, which, however long delayed, 
roust at last overtake us. Hear as, O Lord, we be- 
seech Thee ; and to Thy mercy we commend oar- 
selves, soul, body, and spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
our living Advocate and Mediator. Amen. 



OS THE DEATH OP FRIENDS. 

O Lord, Thou alone endurest for ever. All things 
around us wax old, and pass away ; but Thou art for 
ever the same, and Thy years have no end. 

Humble us, we beseech Thee, under Thy mighty 
hand. Thou hast been pleased, at this time, to 
remind us of the fruity of our frame, and of the 
looseness of the tie that unites us to the objects of our 
earthly affection. 

Thou hast not forbidden us to feel, when our hearts 
are wounded by the stroke of Tliine hand. Thou 
knowest our frame ; thou rememberest that we are 
but dust. Calm, we entreat Thee, the agitation of 
our feelings; restrmn the excess of our grief; let us 
not mourn like them that have no knowledge and 
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no hope. The stroke is Thine: Thoa hast done it; 
and art not Thou our Father, and are not Thy ways 
perfect? 

Let not our eye rest merely on the darkness of the 
grave : let us look beyond it, to that bright world 
where the Saviour for ever lives and reigns ; to that 
glorious house of many mansions, where He prepares 
a place, and where He waits for His people. 

Blessed be God, that death is no perpetual sleep. 
Blessed be God, that, as Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also that sleep in Jesus shall God bring 
with Him. May we comfort one another, and be 
ourselves comforted, by remembering that the friends 
whom we have lost are not lost for ever ; that precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints ; 
that Thine eye is fixed upon their humbled dust, and 
that soon Thou wilt call and they shall answer, and 
that Thou wilt have a desire unto the work of Thine 
hands. 

Listead of mourning our loss, may we give thanks 
for our prospects. May our hearts be knit by new 
ties to the invisible world, in which so many whom 
we love have found a home. May our desires be 
raised to heaven, where friendships are perpetual, and 
where are fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore, 
in the presence of God and of the Lamb. 

And, O Lord, seeing that Thou wilt bring us also 
to death, and to the house appointed for all living, 
may grace be given us, that we may live as dying 
men. O let not the night of death come upon us by 
surprise, Sanctify the present dispensation of Thy 
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Providence, as the means of awakening ns from 
spiritaal slumber. While it is called to day, may 
Thy Spirit prepare us for the impending shadows of 
the night. May the solemn intimations of the Bride^ 
|;room's coming strike upon our dull and sluggish 
jipprehensions ; that, when He cometh, we may be 
ready to go forth to meet Him, having lamps in our 
hands, and oil in our lamps, not dreading His frown, 
but exulting in the signs of His arrival, saying, with 
Thy Church of old, * Yea, in the way of Thy judg- 
ments, O Lord, have we waited for Thee : the desire 
of our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance 
of Thee. Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for 
Him, and He will save us : this is our God, we have 
waited for Him ; we will be glad and rejoice in His 
salvation.' 

Now, unto the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, One God, be glory and majesty^ dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen. 



FOR A FAMILY DETAINED FROM PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

I. 

Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Zion ; and unto 
Thee shall the vow be performed. But we also bless 
Thee that Thoti hast promised to create upon every 
dwelling-place of Mount Zion, as well as upon her 
assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shin- 
ing of a flaming fire by night, and upon all the glory 
to establish a defence. While Thou art pleased this dajr 
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t? be IB die midst of the oongregatkHis of Thy saints, 
irsv iMar abo in oompsasaoii to ns who are necessarily 
abaect from Thj oooitSy and cause ns to experience 
:bf blessedness of the pecqile whoee Grod is the Lord. 

We kck back with gratitude to past public oppOT- 
tsnhaes of imfKOTement, and beseech Thee to satisfy 
«s eaiir in Eke manner with Thj mercy^ that cor 
Kois may again r^oice and be glad in Thee. We also 
^^zsbly entieat Thy presence at this time, to sanctify 
lo 3S the exercises in whidi we shall engage, to bless 
to OS ihe leading of Thy holy Word, to open our nn- 
Seg^saiHJings to recare and vpplj the truths founded 
uiKA it to which our attenticm may be directed, to 
lead our minds into suitaUe trains of meditation and 
x^decdoiu and to compensate to us by a double portion 
cc Tiiy Spirit, for the e3nenial privileges of which for 
tie poeseni we are dejwiTed. 

With sorrow, O L<Hd, we remember the compara- 
tire iaii3erence with which we may formerly have 
r*^:arxkd the privities of Thy house, and the small 
improvement we have made of them. But we humbly 
pny that the past may be forgiven, and that we may 
be tau^t by present privations to attach a higher 
value to orviinances of Thine own appointment, and 
to derive a larger measure of advantage from them in 
davs which are to come. Let not our sins draw down 
upon us that heaviest of all calamities, a &mine of 
the Word of the Lord. Though we deserve nothing 
at Thy hand but judgment, let the greatness of Thy 
meivy cause Thee to accompany the means with the 
influences of Thy grace ; and whilst Thou givest us 
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from day to day onr daily bread, feed as also with the 
hidden manna, the bread of life that came down from 
heaven. 

While we thos pray for onrselves, we wonld also 
bear on our minds the necessities of Thy Chnrch and 
people. Be this day in the midst of every assembly 
of Thy gennine worshippers. Belease them from the 
bondage of fear, of enmity, and of constraint. May 
they find that Thy yoke is easy, and that Thy burden 
is light, that Thy worship is privilege, and Thy ser- 
vice perfect fireedom. While they raise their voices 
in Thy praise, may their hearts ascend to Thy throne. 
While they pour oat their hearts, and make known 
their wants unto Thee, inspire them with confidence 
in Thy promises, and hope in Thy mercy. And 
while they hearken to the instractions of Thy holy 
Word, let the entrance of Thy Word give light ; yea, 
give them understanding, that they may keep Thy 
law. 

Bless, we pray Thee, the ministrations of Thy ser- 
vants. May they be men of Grod, and ensamples to 
the flock in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
in faith, in parity. 

Difiose among all classes of men a greater ao- 
qnaintance with Thy Word, and a more sincere and 
zealous desire to experience its power and to advance 
its interests. We lament that so large a portion of 
the human race are still in bondage to ignorance, to 
superstition, to idolatry. But we pray that the reign 
of error may be speedily brought to a perpetual end. 
We rejoice in the symptoms of this glorious consum- 
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mation ; may these increase, and extend, and multiply, 
till tlie abundance of tlie aea sliall be converted unto 
Thee, till the forces of the Gentiles shall come onto 
Thee, till they shall bring gold and incens^ aDd shall 
show forth the praises of the Lord, 

111 our own land may the progress of pure and 
undefiled religion advance. O Lord, Thoa hast been 
favourable to our beloved land. Let the tokens of 
Thy merciful regard continue to distinguish her. Bo 
Thou, as in times past, the glory of her strength ; and 
in Thy favour let her horn he exalted. On the head 
of onr Queen pour down Thy best blessings. M^, 
her reign be a reif^n of peace and ngliteonsness ; and 
may all classes of the community grow in wisdom and 
knowledge, and in the fear of the Lord. 

And now, O Lord, we humbly beseech Thee to 
look in compassion upon all who, Hke ourselves, are 
this day prevented from assembling in the courts of 
Thy house. Let them not feci Thy day to be a 
burden, nor Thy service a weariness. Debarred from 
Thy house, may they seek Thy face, and rejoice in the 
thought that Thou art not the inhabitant of temples 
made by bands. If disturbed by anxious thoughts, 
or suffering from bodily disease, or watching by the 
side of those who are stretched on beds of pain and 
languishing ; if oppressed by sorrow, agitated by fear, 
or harassed by temptation, O look mercifully upon 
them; and while their cry ascends to Thy, throne, 
send down Thy Holy Spirit to bind up their broken 
hearts, and to pour the oil of gladness into their 
wounded spirits. 
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Be with OS, O Lord^ as we are now to be engaged. 
Compose our minds, excite oar attention, enlighten 
onr understanding, affect and impress oar hearts; 
and let the means of spiritoal improvement we possess 
be gratefully prized and suitably employed, and be 
accompanied with an effectual blessing, through Jesus 
Christ. And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, be everlasting praises. Amen. 



FOR PERSONS DETAINED FROM PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

It. 

Almiohtt and ever-blessed God, Whom the praises 
of heaven cannot exalt, nor the services of all creation 
enrich, we bless Thee that Thou art ever nigh unto 
them that art of a broken heart, and that Thou savest 
such as be of a contrite spirit. While Thou lovest 
the gates of Zion, and while Thy way is in the sanc- 
tuary, we rejoice that the heart of the people is Thy 
temple, and that Thou regardest the prayers of the 
destitute, and hast promised that Thou wilt not de- 
spise their prayer. 

Invited and encouraged by Thy Word, we Thy 
servants, whom Thy Providence detains from the as- 
sembly of Thy saints, would now draw near to the 
footstool of Thy throne, and adore the uncreated 
Majesty of heaven and earth, the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We bless Thee for the discovery which Thou hast 
made of Thy character as the God of grace, for the 
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light wbidi Thoa hust cast upon Thy purposes with 
sinners, lor the gift of Thine only b^otten Son for 
their salvmtiony tx the ofier which Thou hast made 
of Him to all mankind, for the descent and promise 
of the Spirit, and for all the impressive proofi which 
in evenr age have attested Thy power and presence 
in Thine ordinances, and by which Thou hast pro- 
claimed, that the tabernacle of God is with men, 
that He dweUs with them, that He makes them His 
people, and is to them their Grod. 

And, whOe thns we Uess Thee for Thy goodness, 
we humbly pray that ^ ourselves may richly par- 
take of it. 

We thank Thee that we have access at all times to 
Thy Word, and that now, in our retirement, its pages 
an& open to our perusal. 

Bring back, we entreat Thee, on this day of absence 
finom ordinances, the impressions of former days, when 
we sat under the ministrations of Thy servants, and 
heard firom their lips the things that belong to our 
peace. Though detained finom the habitation of Thy 
house, and firom the place where Thine honour dwell- 
eth, gather not our soul with sinners, nor our life with 
wicked men. Let Thy presence supply to us the loss 
of outward privileges. Let Thy grace overflow its 
ordinary channels ; and let us know from experience, 
that while Thou lovest the gates of Zion, none of the 
dwellings of Jacob are hidden firom Thy view. May 
former opportunities be remembered as tokens for 
good. May the lessons of former Sabbaths revive in 
our memories, and distil the dew of a heavenly bless- 
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ing on our sonbu Let the truths of Thy Word^ which 
we can still read, and on which we are at all times 
permitted to meditate, be precious to our hearts ; and 
let the throne of Thy grace, at which, imder all cir- 
cumstances, we can make known our wants, be felt to 
be the common centre at which Thy people, however 
divided, meet; however solitary, cease to be alone; 
however poor and helpless, guilty and miserable, are 
secure of obtaining mercy, and finding grace to help 
in time of need. 

To thy compassion we commend all who, like our- 
selves, are detained fi^m the courts of Thy house. 
While Thy people in their assemblies fill Thy courts 
with the melody of their united thanksgiving and 
praise, O let not the feeble accents of wasted strength, 
the plaintive petition of the mourner in Zion, the groan- 
ing of the prisoner, the unechoed prayer of the stranger 
m a foreign knd, the whispered supplication of the 
watcher in the chamber of sickness, the fidnting sigh of 
the sufierer on the bed of death, be lost on Thine ear. 

Be with the whole family of the faithful. In all 
their tabernacles may there be the voice of rejoicing 
and salvation ; in all their assemblies, the spirit of 
union and of prayer; in all their hearts, the testi- 
mony of a good conscience, and the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost. Excite in their bosoms a more lively 
interest in the progress and prosperity of the Be- 
deemei^s kingdom ; and inspire them with wisdom to 
devise, and energy and zeal to prosecute, those plans 
by which Thine ancient people shall be restored, and 
the fulness of the Gentiles shall be brought in. 
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We lament that blindness in part has happened to 
Israel ; but we rejoice that thore shall come ont of 
Zion the DelirereTy Who shall torn away ungodliness 
from Jacob. And we lodL forward with triumph to 
the time when Thy porposes with the heathen shall 
likewise be fulfilled, and Jew and Gentile shall be 
united in one bodv, having one Spirit, even as they 
are called in one hope of their calling. We thank 
Thee fisr the approaching brightness of this glorioos 
dav. Hasten the fulness of its coming ; and may we 
and aU Thy people on whom its light already shines, 
give Thee no rest until the day dawn and the day- 
star arise on all the habitations of man. 

Hear us, we entreat Thee, O L<Nrd. Be in the 
midst of us, to bless and to do us good ; and let the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of Grod, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with ns, 
and with aU the people of God, both now and for 
evermore. Amen. 



PRAFER BEFORE COXQtENCIXG INSTRUCTION IN A 

SABBATH SCHOOL. 

O Lord, our Heavenly Father, Who knowest what 
things we need before we ask them, and Who art 
ever more ready to give than we are to pray, enable 
us to draw near to Thee with true hearts, in the name 
of our great High Priest, Jesus, the Son of God, 
Who laid down His life for our sins, but Who hath 
now gone into heaven, there to appear in the presence 
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of God for us. Humble ds under a deep sense of our 
unworthiness as sinful creatures^ who^ in thought, in 
word, and in deed, have offended against Thy heavenly 
majesty. Show us that we can only be pardoned and 
saved by Jesus Christ, and make us willing to be 
saved by Him. 

Teach us to love Him Who hath loved us, and done 
such great things for us, and Who, notwithstanding 
all our unworthiness, is willing to receive every one 
of us, and to be our friend and elder brother, in time, 
and through eternity. O may we be truly willing to 
be His, to give up our hearts to the teaching and 
grace of His Spirit, and to be led by Him as His 
little flock, whithersoever it may be His will to guide 
us. May we fear to offend Him. May every action, 
every word, every thought, appear exceeding sinfiil, 
by which His name will be dishonoured, and His 
Spirit grieved. May His word be our study. His 
Sabbath our delight. His house our resort. His people 
our friends. May we reverence His name, obey His 
laws, and seek, by our example, to induce others to 
join us in loving, fearing, and serving Him. 

And, O Lord, do Thou, Who knowest the weak- 
ness and the sinfulness of our hearts, put all these 
things into our mind, and keep them there, that we 
may enter on Thy service with sincerity, and adhere 
to it with stedfastness as long as we live. 

Bless, we pray Thee, the work in which we are 
about to engage. May these children be among the 
number of the little ones whom the Saviour receives 
into His arms and blesses as His own. May their 
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throngh life, that His yoke is easy, and that His 
burden is light. 

Encourage the instructors of youth to perseverance 
and to increased exertion, by many examples of the 
power of Thy grace among the objects of their labours. 
Saise up many to enter into their plans, and to aid 
them by their countenance, their substance, and their 
prayers. May a Christian and liberal spirit be more 
generally diffused among all who profess to love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to care for the prosperity of 
His kingdom. May every believer become a mis- 
sionary in His own family, and within the sphere of 
His own neighbourhood; and may there be many, 
who, raising their views above the circle of kindred 
and country, shall bum with an unquenchable desire 
to bear the name of Jesus before Gentiles and kings, 
and the long lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

Hear us, O Lord, we entreat Thee. Pardon the 
sins which we have committed this day, and since we 
entered this place. Take charge of us during this 
night. Bless all who are dear to us ; and accept of 
them and of us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our Bedeemer. Amen. 



FOR THE MORNING OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE 

YEAR. 

O LoBD, Thou art the ever-blessed and eternal 
Jehovah, Whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and Whose dominion endureth throughout all genera- 
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tioi& We Uess Tbee fer all Thy post goodness. Thoa 
biBt pfeserred us thnnigh tbe changes and perils of the 
pKt Tear« shieMing ns fiom the tentv by nighty and 
fpouk the arrow that flieth by day, mnltiplyuig cor 
mercies with our moments, and mating every mom- 
isg and eTeiy erening an affi»rting memorial of untir- 
ing and nnslmnbering love. Thon hast brought us 
to the commencement of a new year, awaked us to 
the £^t of this its first dayi renewed our possession 
c; many mercies and adTantages, and called on us to 
review the past, and to anticipate the future, with 
jiradsude and hope. 

We acknowledge Thy goodness, O Lord ; with our 
whole heart we would praise Thee; while we have 
being we would serve Thee. To Thee we would 
d^iioate the lire Thou hast prolonged, the body Thou 
Lfts: 5a5^3ed. the soul Thou hast redeemed. May 
the vear on whioh we have entered witness the de- 
cisaoo and sinct^ty of our purpose of obedience, and 
l^ a naemonble date in the s|uritual history of every 
ene of us. If any of us have hitherto been living 
wiihv'u: Thee, takely imagining that a life of godliness 
is a life of constraint and gloooi, dispel the treacherous 
ani criminal delusion bv which Satan would allure 
the scul lo destruction. Show us that, ^dthout Thee, 
iiie is but a dreanu and pleasure but the beginning of 
cr.iless pain ; and lead us, with humbled hearts and 
aliorwi viewss to the footstool of Thv mercv, the cross 
o: Thv Son, ihat we mav find rest to our souls. 

Qaickon every one of us to diligence in Thy ser- 
v;vX\ If Tiiou hast broken our chain, and brought 
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our feet out of prison, and shown ns the misery and 
deceitfulness of sin, and the power and grace of God 
our Saviour, deepen and extend our views of obliga- 
tion, and let the year on which we have entered be 
signally marked by our abounding labours in the work 
of the Lord. O may we think more frequently and 
solemnly of the eye that is ever upon us, and of the 
judgment-seat before which we must so soon appear. 
May the shortness of time, the importance of eternity, 
the worth of our souls, the magnitude of the work 
given us to do, and the melancholy and irretrievable 
consequences of neglect or failure where all is at 
stake, sink down into our thoughts, and, with irre- 
sistible power, stir up our slumbering minds to an 
anxious improvement of our opportunities and privi- 
leges. Excite each of us, in a degree to which we 
may hitherto have been strangers, to ask himself, 
* Whose service have I entered, whose glory am I 
seeking; what account shall I render unto God for 
what I am doing ; shall I be found on the right hand 
of the Judge on the great day of His appearing, or 
shall I perish under the sentence of the unprofitable 
servant, who knew his Master's will, but did it not V 
Keep alive, O Lord, upon the thoughts of the 
imaginations of our hearts, these solemn inquiries; 
and forasmuch as no man liveth to himself, and no 
man dieth to himself, whether we live, may we live 
unto the Lord ; whether we die, may we die unto the 
Lord ; whether we live or die, may we be the Lord's. 
May life to us be the preparation for immortality, the 
pathway to glory, the threshold of heaven : when its 
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and eternal rest. Help as, with a deep sense of Thy 
past goodness, to review the year which is about to 
close. Thine eyes have been upon us, and Thy hand 
around us, from the beginning of the year, even unto 
the end of the year. How watchful has been the care, 
how liberal the bounty, how unwearied the forbear- 
ance of Thy Providence. Of how many, who were in 
life and health like ourselves, at the beginning of the 
year, may it now be said, ' Where are they t* Thou 
hast turned their health into sickness, and consumed 
their strength, by the stroke of Thy hand. But we, 
O Lord, are among the living to praise Thee ; and 
the dangers we have escaped, and the changes we 
have witnessed, have only more impressively pro- 
claimed the goodness and mercy which Thou hast 
made to follow us. 

Our souls would magnify the Lord. With a deep 
and heartfelt sense of unmerited obligation, we would 
look forward to the future, and renew our covenant 
with Thee. O do Thou accept the surrender which 
we now make of our soul and body; and as Thou 
alone canst give stedfastness to our purposes, and 
effect to our endeavours, be pleased to affix the efficar 
cious seal of Thy blessing to our covenant, and to 
strengthen us with all might, by Thy Spirit, in the 
inner man, that the life we henceforward live in the 
flesh, may be wholly unto Thee, in the faith and 
obedience of the Gospel of Thy Son» 

We know not how long our time on earth may be. 
Habituate our thoughts to the prospect of our dying 
hour ', and as we know not the day, neither the hour. 
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when the Son of Man cometh, may we give all dili- 
gence to prepare for the solemnities of His arrival. 
With a serious eye may we look on all the objects 
from which we are so soon to part, and on all the con- 
nections which are so soon to be dissolved. May our 
chief anxiety be to redeem lost time, to recover past 
opportunities, to improve present privileges, and to 
stand perfect and complete in that great day when 
the cry shall be heard, 'Behold the Bridegroom 
Cometh, go ye out to meet Him.* 

O Lord, how foolish are our hearts, how hard to 
impress them with the reality of that which is most 
certain, with the nearness of that which is impending, 
with the importance of that which is most affecting 
and durable. But we cast ourselves on Thee, to be 
taught the lesson of saving and heavenly wisdom ; to 
be dispossessed of the folly of imagining that here we 
have anv continuin^ir citv ; to be shaken from the 
security of self-righteous hope; to be roused to the 
magnitude, the urgency, the eternal and unspeakable 
interest of the question, *What must we do to be 
saved?' and to be directed to Him, of Whom it is 
"written, * Neither is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name given among men whereby 
we must be saved.' Lead us, O Lord to the rock of 
ages ; to the fountain of the river of the waters of 
life ; to the tree which beareth all manner of fruits, 
and whose leaves are for the healing of the nations. 
Unite us to Him by a true, reposing, receiving, and 
productive faith. And united to Him, may we be 
raised above the commotions of time, the vicissitudes 
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of earthly fortune, the fears of change, the terrors of 
death ; and be able to contemplate, with calm and 
stedfast hope, the approaching end of all things, when 
the heavens shall pass away, and the earth and the 
works that are therein shall be burnt up, assured 
that, when those things shall be dissolved, we shall 
inhabit a new heaven and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 

To Thy mercy, O Lord, we commend ourselves 
this night. With the closing year, may our indiffer- 
ence, our worldly-mindedness, our folly, also close; 
and may the year which is about to commence, be to 
us the beginning of a new life, to be spent in Thy 
fear, and consummated in Thy kingdom, through 
Jesus Christ, our only Lord and Saviour. Amen 
and Amen. 



To be uied along wiih the Ordinarj Morning and ETcnlog 
Berrices, as occuion may require. 



FOB FAVOCRABLE WEATHER 

O Lord, Who liast promised tliat, wliile tlio earth 
remainetli, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not 
cease, fulfil in our behalf this Thy promise. Curse 
not our land with barrenness because of our sins ; but 
grant us such weather as to Thee may seem best for the 
labours of the field, that the hope which Thy promise 
has inspired, and Thy past bounty and forbearance 
have sustained, may not fall to the ground, but that 
there may be plenty in our land, and that the poor of 
the people may praise Thy name. Amen. 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE HARVEST. 

O Lord, the eyes of all wait upon Thee, and Thou 
givcst them their meat In due season. All things 
come of Thee ; and in Thee we live and move, and 
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have onr beiog. Tboa bast been pleased to caose 
Thy eon to shine and Tby rain to fall, so that the 
year is now crowned with Thy froodness. To the 
blessing of plenty, add the higher blessing of a grate- 
ful, liberal, and obedient heart. And as man doth 
not live by bread alone, but by every word which hath 
proceeded fnom Thee, nuse oar affections to that bread 
of God which came down from heaven, of which alone 
if we eat, we shall live for ever. Amen. 



IN TIME OF PEACE. 

O Thou, Who rulest among men, and hast all hearts 
in Thy hands, give peace in our time, we beseech 
Thee. Continne the blessing, and make ns thankful 
for it ; snbdae the passions and remove the canses 
that lead to war. Thon faast made all nations of one 
blood, and called ns all to a glorions hope through 
Jesos Christ. May we, so made and ao called, learn 
to live as brethren, seeking thoso things that make 
for peace, and walking in love, as Christ also loved 
ns and gave Himself for ns, to the glory of Thy name 
in Him. Amet 



IN TIME OF WAB. 

O Thoc, Who mlest the passions of men, and stillest 
Uie tumults of the people, Who art the God of peace 
and lover of concord, look in compassion npon as 
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who are involyed in the calamities of war. Bestrain 
the violence of onr enemies. Restore to us the bless- 
ing of peace, which we may so often have abased, 
and so little esteemed. Keep far from our borders 
the feet of the invader ; mitigate the horrors of battle 
to those who are called to hazard their lives on the 
high places of the field ; have pity on the wounded, 
the captive, and the prisoner; and bring good out 
of this great e^-il, that the wrath of man may praise 
Thee, and the nations know that Thou, Whose name 
alone is holy, art the Most High over all the earth. 
Amen. 



IN TIME OF PESTILENCE. 

O Lord, our Heavenly Father, the Lord and Giver 
of life, we are wholly in Thy hands. TNlien with re- 
bukes Thou chastenest man for iniquity. Thou makest 
his beautv to consume as a moth : Thou earnest him 
awav as with a flood. 

What time we are afraid, we will trust in Thee. 
Thou rememberest that we are dust, a wind that 
passeth and retumeth not again. In this day of our 
calamity, when so many whom we know, and some 
whom we love, are struck down as in a moment, we 
call upon Thee, AVho hast but to speak the word, and 
the plague shall bo stayed. Pity us, O Lord, Who 
have so often and so grievously offended against Thee, 
and forsake us not utterly. Thor art showing us 
how frail we are, how ineffectual human skill, how 
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helpless the creature in the hands of his Maker. 
Pity and spare as, O our Father ; comfort, as none but 
Thyself can comfort^ those that mourn the loss of 
friends ; alleviate the sufferings of those on whom Thy 
hand is now lying heavy ; and let us, whom Thou 
hast hitherto preserved, possess our souls in patience 
and hope^ trusting to the merits of our great Inter- 
cessor, Who livethy and was dead, and is alive for 
evermore, and hath the keys of hell and of death. 
Amen. 



ON THE INDISPOSITION OF A MEMBER OF THE 

FAMILY. 

O Lord, Who hast been pleased to lay Thy hand 
upon a member of this family, and to remind us how 
uncertain is health and how frail is our tenure of 
every earthly blessing, overrule and sanctify this 
event for spiritual good, both to the object of our 
anxiety, and to us who with humility would acknow- 
ledge Thy hand in the dispensation. Restore health 
in Thy good time to the sufferer. Meanwhile, grant 
patience and meek submission under Thy mighty 
hand: may pain and weakness be sanctified as a 
blessing to the soul ; and when the purposes of this 
trial are accomplished, may impressions remain which 
shall be to the praise of the glory of that grace, which, 
by means of present light affliction, prepares for Thy 
people an exceeding great and eternal weight of glory, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



FOB TEE CHILDREK OF A FAIOLT. 

O LoKD, Who hast said, <I love them that love Me^ 
aod ther that seek Me eariy shall find Me,' look 
down in &therlT compassion upon the children of this 
&Duhr. Open their hearts while tender to the troths 
of ThT most blessed Woid: save them finom the 
deceits of sin, the assaolts of Satan, and the flattering 
but emptr promises of an ensnaring world; and, 
with the simpIidtT of childlike fidth, may thej place 
themselres in Thy hands, to be guided through life by 
Thy coonsel, and to be broo^it in Thine own good 
tone to eternal glcHT, throogh Jesus Christ Amen. 



FDR THE SERVANTS OF A FAMILY. 

O Lores our HeaTenly Father, we commend to Thy 
special regard the servants of this household. We are 
all Thr servants, formed for Thyself to show forth 
Thy pnise ; and Thou acknowledgest as service done 
to Thee whatever is done in the name of Christ and 
in obedience to Thy wilL May die servants in this 
fiunQy find that Thy service is perfect freedom ; and, 
while showing all good fidelity in their respective 
places and employments, feel that they are serving a 
Master Who is no respecter of persons, but rewardeth 
eTenr one according to his work. Amen. 



BEFORE A BAPTISU. 



ON A BIKTHDAT. 



O LOBD, onr Creator, Freserrer, and most bonntifbl 
Benefoctor, Who art remiadmg m, by the return of 
this day, of all the goodoeas we have experienced ever 
since the day of onr birth, we thank and praise Thee 
for the life Thoa gavest and still maintainest. How 
tenderly didst Tbon watch over us in infancy, protect 
and guide us in youth, save as from the consequences 
of our folly and self-will, and direct, deliver, and pro- 
vide for OS in matorer age I None could have cared 
for us as Thon hast cared for oa. To Thee, therefore, 
O onr God, we wonl<l surrender all we have received, 
the being Thoa hast given, the body, the soul, the 
spirit, which by so many ties Thon hast made Thine 
own. Accept our offering, strengthen our purposes, 
and blot from the book of Thy remembrance all the 
guilt of past ingratitude and provocation; and from this 
day may we date a new life, enter on a better being, 
and be as servants who wait for their Lord, awake to 
every call of daty, armed against all temptation, and 
prepared for every season of conflict and trial, throngh 
Jesus Christ, our strength and oar Redeemer. Amen. 



BEFORE A BAPTISM. 

OuB Father, Which art in heaven, we commend to 
Thee the child who is this day to be devoted to Thee 
in baptism. Accept the parents^ offering and, with 



AFTElt j> 

O Thoo, ^Mio in the J: 
' Suffer the Httlc cliildren 
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AFTER THE MARRIAGE 
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union which has this day been formed. Sanctify the 
union : may it be a union of principles as well as of 
auctions ; may it minister motives to obedience as 
well 88 means of enjoyment; may it resist the corrod- 
ing effect of time, familiarity, and change ; so that 
when the honr arrives that dissolves all mere earthly 
ties, it shall be found to be a union which even death 
cannot sever, absorbed in the higher and more blissful 
union of souls, made one ia Christ Jesus, who shall 
live and reign with Him in His unchanging kingdom. 
Amen. 



AFTER A FUNERAL. 

One generation cometh, and another goeth. We 
have been standing by the grave of one who lately, 
like ourselves, was alive to all the interests of tim^ 
but who is now far henc« alone with God. We too 
must die. Prepare us for that change which may 
be 80 near. As pilgrims and strangers may we pass 
through a world which is so vain, and which in the 
end can afford us but a grave. O may we find our 
true life in Him Who is tlie Lord of life; onr only 
security in the prospect of dying, in Him Who hath 
abolished death ; our sole hope for eternity, in the work 
which He hath finished on the cross, and the unceas- 
ing intercession which He makes at Thy right hand 
in heaven. Blessed bo God for His unspeakable gift : 
to ns to live may it be Christ ; for us to die may it be 
gain through Him ; living or dying, may we be wholly 
His. Amen. 



8U0BT PKAYKES. 



BEFORE A JOURMET. 



OTioiiD, in all our ways we would acknowledge Thee; 
am] now especially we would entreat Thy presenca 
an'l blessing in the journey we are about to make. 
^\'c cunnot go from Thy presence. May we feel that 
i\ e iiro near Thee wherever we may be, and that Tliou 
art near to us, directing our stq)s and holding up our 
goings, preserving us from accident and danger, and 
milking our way prosperous, so that in all our Tariom 
inlt-rcoarse with our fellow-men, the glory of Thy 
nauu.' and the lionour of Thy Gospel may bo a.lvanml, 
and all may tnko knowledge of us that we are Tliy 
people. Be with the friends whom we leave. Deliver 
us from anxieties on their account, and them from 
rt'gri^t or ahrm on ours. And let our faith and hope 
be evtr ia Thee. Amen. 



AFTER A JOURNEY. 

O Lonn, Tliou hast led us out and brought us in in 
safely ; our praise would be ever of Thee. We thank 
Thee for tlic blessings and security of home ; and now 
that Tliou bast permitted us to return to it in peace, 
wi- wouhl remember all the way by which Thy Pro- 
vidence lias led us ; and seeing that Thou bast now, as 
so often before, kept our eyes from tears and our feet 
from falling, we would seek that our souls and tlie 
soids of otiiers bound to us by so many ties may be 
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saved from death ; that the life Thou hast preserved 
may be dedicated to Thee ; that the firiends to whom 
we have returned may find in us a double blessing ; 
and that, living or dying, we and they may be wholly 
Thine, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



OK A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY GOING ABROAD. 

O Lord, Who orderest all our lot and settlest the 
bounds of our habitation, direct the way of him (or 
her) who is about to leave us for a distant land. 
Protect him in the midst of danger, and in the hour 
of temptation shield and establish him. Guard him 
against the attacks of deadly disease. In anxiety, 
perplexity, or fear, be Thou his guide, his counsellor, 
his friend ; when sinners entice him, let him never 
consent ; and when, at any time, his heart faileth and 
his foot slippeth, let Thy mercy hold him up. Glad- 
den our hearts, from time to time, by assurances of 
his well-doing ; and, if it be Thy will, restore him to 
us in health and peace, that we may again together 
praise Thee, with joyful lips, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



FOR TRAVELLERS AND SAILORS. 

O Lord, Who compassest our path, and fix)m Whose 
presence we cannot go, be with us in all places 
whither Thy Providence may lead us. In all our 
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ways we wonld acknowledge Thee ; do Thoa hold up 
our goings, and direct oar steps. 

Be with all who travel by land or sea, granting 
them guidance, protection, and the light of Thy &yoi2r- 
able countenance. Especially^ guard firom danger 
such as are exposed to the perils of the deep. Thou 
measurest the waters in the hollow of Thy hand, and 
the stormy wind fulfils Thy pleasure. When the sea 
roars and is troubled, and men's hearts fail them for 
fear, be Thou a shelter by Thy power to those who 
have no help in man, and let the cry of weakness be 
turned into the prayer of faith, and come in with ac- 
ceptance unto Thee into Thine holy temple. Amen. 



THE END. 
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